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From the Editor
The Fair has now opened, and the final 

results for the Exhibition of Photography are 
on display. I told you last month that about 
10% of the images selected for exhibition 
were by Poly members. Now we 
know that about 30% of those were 
Honorable Mentions, and an 
additional 10% received cash 
awards. A complete list of these 
people is on Page 11. Congratula-
tions to all the Poly participants. 

In tabulating the list, I noticed 
something interesting. Only four 
members received a total of four 
HM and other advanced awards. If 
you look at who they are, you’ll see 
that the old canard about women 
being less-competitive than men should 
finally be put to rest.  

Our featured photographer this month is 
Dorothy Mildice. She has gone from photog-
raphing the “small world” and presenting 
images with little or no post-processing, to 
choosing many other subjects and adding 
significant Photoshop artistic enhancement to 
many of her images. Her success in monthly 
and year-end Poly competitions and the San 
Diego County Fair helped me convince her to 
be this month’s Featured Photographer.  

I know that creativity has long been one 
of the recurring themes in Poly Speaks. I 
recently read an interesting article in one of 
last month’s Time magazines about the 
importance of creativity. It included the 
results of a survey that measured how 
important people thought creativity was to 
our whole society and well-being. Some of 
the interesting results are: 

What characteristic do you value in 
others? 94% said creativity. 

What characteristic is important in your 
• Personal life? Ctreativity = 91% 
• Business life? Creativity = 83% 
And for those of you who worry about 

digital camera automation: Is technology 
making Americans more creative?  

Yes = 55%;  No = 32% 

It looks like it will be a long time before 
the present “Photoshop Saga” will come to an 
end, with no possibility that any solution will 
please most of us who are present users.   

After a lot of meetings, complaints, and 
conversations with Adobe management, the 
“Photoshop Guys” at NAPP (whom many of 
us look to for our Photoshop inspiration and 
help) have accepted the subscription business 
model, and are starting to work with 
Photoshop CC (Creative Cloud).  

That’s not to say that the issue is finally 
settled. Like many big changes to something 
that many people use and like, this won’t be 
settled until  the users vote with their wallets. 
The lesson of “New Coke/back-to-Classic 
Coke” should be required reading for 
marketing managers who want to change 
something their established customers 
already like and use.  

It seems to me that this is also a perfect 
time for a Photoshop alternative; and another 
software company could jump into the fray 
with a new poduct. If there are enough 
dissatisfied customers, Adobe will have 
opened a door for a competitor that has been 
effectively closed for a long time. 

It’s a little early for meaningful sales 
reports, but there are already rumors 
circulating about reductions in monthly fees, 
ownership of the software after some period 
of time, continuing the purchase option in a 
more meaningful way, etc. It looks like all 
this will continue to be fun to watch. 
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President’s Column 
By Ernesto Corte

“The Times They are  
a-Changing” 

I am not referring to the nineteen sixties, 
but to the more recent changes and evolution 
at Poly Photo Camera Club and SCACC. 

Until last year, and since who knows 
when, the walls of the Photo Arts Building 
(PAB) have been by far and large the 
exclusive purview of a single club. Last year, 
with the expansion of the use of the center 
room on rotation to all SCACC’s clubs and 
the same this year for the front wall, we are 
now enjoying the opportunity to see in print 
the work of all clubs.  

The visiting public as well can appreciate 
the variety of photographic art representative 
of SCACC members at large.  

This was made possible by the greater 
participation and initiative of Poly’s members 
in the administration of SCACC activities. 

Poly has been exhibiting on the front wall 
in March and June. We will be exhibiting 
again in August. Images submitted by Poly’s 
members are selected for acceptance to the 
exhibit based on overall image qualities, 
originality of angles, focus and light utilized 
in the interpretation of the specific theme or 
topic of the exhibit. Consistent with the 
charter of Poly Photo Camera Club, it’s our 

intent to portray in these exhibits the diversity 
and range of subjects, as well as photographic 
techniques and digital imaging processes that 
typify the work of Poly’s members. 

One more initiative recently implemented, 
also through Poly’s effort and with the 
cooperation of all other clubs, has been the 
general clean up of the storage areas at the 
PAB. We now have far easier access to tools 
and equipment in an environment freer of 
clutter and unnecessary relics.  

 
Returning to the subject of printing, it’s 

great to see that more Poly members are now 
participating in the annual Del Mar 
International Exhibition of Photography, and 
with great success. This year in particular has 
seen a record number of awards received by 
Poly’s members – a confirmation of the 
evolution and quality of images created by our 
members. 

 
And, by the way, Poly was the top club in 

the SCACC’s interclub competition in 
2012……birds images notwithstanding. 
Congratulations to our monthly competition 
members. 

For comments/questions on this article and 
Poly Photo Club, email to: ecorte@ymail.com 

 
 
 

 
Quote of the Month  
 
From the moment we pick up a camera, we are indoctrinated with all sorts of rules and conventional 
wisdom: Use the Rule of Thirds, shoot during the golden hours, always use a tripod, don’t clip the 
highlights, don’t block up the shadows, etc, etc, etc. . . Too often, the end result is that we stifle our 
creativity, letting our fear of taking chances only lead us down well-trodden paths. 
 
              – by Ian Plant, in “Break Free from Your Comfort Zone” 
              in “Popular Photography”
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Featured Photographer of the Month     Dorothy Mildice 
 

“Cabbagewhite” (on the Cover) – I got into more serious 
photography – past the point-and-shoot stage and into the 
digital world – because I wanted to show people all the 
small things they pass by in their daily life. I found 
butterflies and bees incredibly amazing.  Who knew that 
they most often would turn and watch the camera?  I have 
shot hundreds of butterflies, and with rare exception, they 
continue their drinking but will turn their head to face the 
camera and watch you.  This picture of the Cabbagewhite 
is a classic example of that behavior, and has always been 
one of my favorite photos, even though some of our 
judges would say it has a lot of “dead” space. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
“Clinging to the Edge” –	  I took 
a picture of the famous tree near 
Carmel by the Sea last year 
because I liked its shape. But after 
getting it home and looking at it, 
the man-made rock wall had to 
go.  Cloning and then more 
cloning. 

O.K. that made a nice 
difference, but it still had the feel 
that it was a picture we’ve all seen 
many times before, so I start 
playing with my Topaz filters and 
came up with several versions of 
it polarized. 

This one has the most pleasing 
colors to me, since the sea still 
holds some of the blue and the 
sky some of the gorgeous sunset, 
and yet it has an ethereal feeling 
also. 
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“Daybreak”  – The sun coming over 
the ridge and lighting up the dissipating 
night fog, coupled with my curiosity 
about who lives in that little cabin in 
this enchanted forest, makes this one of 
my favorite photos. This is one of those 
scenes that stays with you long after the 
actual experience is over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
“Abandoned Barn” – This 
picture was taken on a rainy day 
in northern Wisconsin close to 
where I grew up.  I didn’t have 
the opportunity to take it from as 
many angles as I wanted because 
it started to rain shortly after I got 
out of the car.  It not only reminds 
me of some childhood school-
mates on whose property it 
stands, but also demonstrates the 
neglect and disrepair that happens 
when country kids leave the farm 
for a “better life” in the big city.   
The threatening storm adds to the 
forlorn mood that surrounded the 
barn. 
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“Afternoon Shadows” – Two years ago we were returning from a driving trip to the Midwest, and 
decided to spend a little time in Bryce Canyon National Park.  Our time of day couldn’t have been 
better.  The crowds put us off at our first two stops; but at the third stop, I decided to take a walk on 
one of the trails to see what the hoodoos and sharp canyons looked like with late afternoon light.  
Turning back to go find Jim after my 15 minute walk, I came upon this scene.  The lighting was so 
dramatic shining through the canyon walls I started shooting from several nearby locations as I 
walked along the path on the ledge. I could still see details in the far canyon walls, but knew the 
fading light wouldn’t last long.  To me, this picture illustrates all the glory of Bryce. 
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Photoshop – Double Processing in Camera Raw 
By Jim Mildice 
 

I’ve written and talked about extending the 
dynamic range of an image by taking multiple 
images (three or five) of the same subject at 
different exposures (EV = -2, -1, 0, +1, +2); 
and then combining them using Photoshop 
HDR Pro. But what happens if you want to 
extend the apparent dynamic range of a single 
image capture, and Lightroom or Camera Raw 
won’t display the details in 
both the shadows and 
highlights simultaneously? 
We would like to use 
Camera Raw to dig out the 
details at either end of the 
exposure range because it 
“sees” more of them than 
the adjustment layers after 
the image is opened in 
Photoshop.  

There are two ways 
you can do this using 
Camera Raw and HDR 
Pro. Both involve raw 
“Double Processing.” I 
will use the “basic” panel 
in Camera Raw 8.0 from 
CS6, with parenthetical 
notes showing the 
equivalent sliders in the 
earlier version.  

Let’s say we have a 
sunset picture, with a nice 
sky, and the sun hidden 
behind some interesting 
rocks in the foreground. If 
we adjust the Exposure 
slider to show some detail 
in the rocks, the sky is 
totally washed out; and if we adjust it to show 
the sky in the vivid colors we saw, the rocks 
are just black shapes.  

So we set the exposure in the middle (and 
neither the sky or the rocks are right); and try 
some of the other controls. There are four 
sliders in the panel, in addition to Exposure 
and Contrast, that can make adjustments 

based on light range. They are Highlights 
(Recovery/CS5), Shadows (Fill Light/CS5), 
Blacks, and Whites (Brightness/CS5). 

So the first thing we try is to lighten the 
rocks with the shadows slider. We drag it all 
the way to the right, and it’s still not enough. 
So we bump up the exposure slider (maybe to 
about +1.0). Now we can see the rocks but 

they look a little flat, so 
we increase clarity and 
vibrance. Of course, 
we’ve totally lost the 
sky. That’s OK so we 
open this image in 
Photoshop and save it as 
a new PSD file.  

Next, go back to the 
original RAW file, and 
open it in Camera Raw. 
As before, adjust it to 
the middle contrast and 
brightness range. Then 
adjust the highlights, 
whites, exposure, 
contrast, clarity, and 
vibrance until you like 
the way the sky looks. 
Of course, the rocks will 
now be blocked-up 
black blobs. Never fear, 
open it in Photoshop 
and save it as a different 
(but related to the first 
image) titled PSD file.  

Now we have two 
choices.  

Since both images 
are now open in 

Photoshop, we can display them both, make a 
copy layer for one, and drag the copy over the 
other one. That will give us two layers of the 
same (but different) image. Pick the layer 
where the portion of the image that you want 
to eliminate is easiest to select (probably the 
one where the rocks are all black). 
Continued – See Photoshop on Page 8. 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

Dewitt Jones wrote in the May issue of 
Outdoor Photography, “Focus yourself before 
you focus your camera.”  I have thought about 
that a little bit and I can think of times when I 
was focused on my camera and subject.  I also 
can think of times when I was distracted and 
not paying much attention to what I was 
doing.  It does make a difference.   

Our June competition had Larry Vogel 
judge for us.  Many of his suggestions on 
improving our images focused on post 
processing.  Back before the digital revolution 
we had to get it right in the 
camera.  Of course there was 
darkroom processing and 
many of us did that.  I never 
did any post processing with 
color film.  All my 
experiences in post 
processing film were in black 
and white.  I think that would 
be the case for almost all of 
us who were photographing 
prior to 2003.  As camera and 
lens manufactures improve 
their product lines, the need 
for extensive post processing 
will decrease.    

Recently, I purchased a 
Nikon D600, and a Tamron F2.8, 24-70MM 
lens.  The “Tuesday Morning Workshop” 
Camera Club had a field trip to The Taylor 
Guitar Company in El Cajon.  I took about  

100 pictures using the D600 and Tamron lens.  
I had my SB-800 flash for my light source.  
White balance was auto, and I shot everything 
in Camera RAW.  When it came time to post 
process I made no changes in Adobe Camera 
RAW.  I opened each image in photoshop and 
resized, changed the color profile, and saved 
as am jpg.  I did not sharpen any image during 
post processing.  With the exception of three 
or four images, none was cropped.   Larry 
Vogel would not be happy.  No post 
processing to speak of.  Granted these images 

aren't going to hang in any photo gallery any 
time soon, but it illustrates a point.  As 
technology improves, there will be less of a 
need to spend time in post processing.       

Clark
 
 
Photoshop – continued

Make the selection with whichever tool 
you like to use, then go to refine edge. Adjust 
the edges in the way you usually would and 
choose layer mask to output the results. 

Or if you prefer, you can just add a blank 
layer mask and paint the areas you want to 
omit with black.  

If the edges between the light and dark 
picture sections are complex, and selection or 
painting is difficult, there is a second method  

you can use to combine them. First, close both 
of the images that are open in Photoshop. 
Then go to File > Automate > Merge to HDR 
Pro. Select the two PSD files that you saved 
above, and let “HDR Pro” combine them 
automatically. Of course, you will have to do 
the usual follow-up adjustments with contrast, 
brightness, vibrance, hue/saturation, etc. 
(whatever you need) to optimize the resulting 
HDR image.  
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Coming Events  

July 6 – Competition 
The subject for the Project Competition 

for February is “Storytelling Candid Shot.”  
Our Judge for July is Susan Coppock.  

Here’s a little about her, in her own words. 
“I like making photographs, not just taking 

them, so playing with Photoshop has been a 
thrill! Now, I get to take parts from 
photographs I have been shooting all these 
years, and adding new ones to create 
completely different and unique images. With 
digital imaging and Photoshop, I feel my 
creativity has been broadened exponentially. 
The future is very bright and only limited to 
imagination. 

My business is called Night Owl 
Photography because I have always been a 
night owl when in comes to shooting 
photographs. I have been enthralled by the 
magic and beauty of the nocturnal world for 
most of my life. I enjoy the serendipity in 
being unable to visualize completely how my 
final images will look before I press the 
shutter button—the heavens seem to be in 
control and I love seeing what ‘develops.’ 

I have been involved in all aspects of 
photography since I was a teenager. I have 
worked in photo labs, camera stores, owned a 

photo studio, taught at Palomar College, 
owned a camera store and custom frame shop, 
and currently teach photography at San 
Dieguito Academy high school.” 
 
July 20 – Build Your Own Custom 
Camera Accessories.  
Leader – C. Farcas 

In this workshop, We will teach you 
how to make your own affordable custom 
camera accessories.  

How many times have you said, “If I 
just had this adapter, or that camera-
holder (or some other gadget), it would 
make getting these pictures much easier?” 
Then when you went to buy one, you 
found that it either didn’t exist or cost 
more than your camera. Now we have the 
solution – make it yourself. This 
workshop will teach you how. 
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San Diego County Fair 
PolyPhoto Members Awards and Honors 

 
   Photographer          Award          Division     Image Title 
 
Les Anderson:  Second Place:   Color-Scenic/Summer Salt Water Crocodile 
  
Robert Bennett: Honorable Mention:   Cell Phone    Canvas 
 Honorable Mention:   B&W-Scenic   Winter Dragon 
  
Beverly Brock:  Fourth Place:   At the Fair  3 Wee Racing 
 Honorable Mention Color-Nature/Insects Spider’s Breakfast 
 Honorable Mention Photographic Compositing Fire Rider 
 
Ernesto Corte: Honorable Mention Color-Nature/Mammals Bison 
 Honorable Mention B&W-People Guru in His Den 
 Honorable Mention Night A View From Planet Earth 
 
Jean Eichenlaub Honorable Mention Macro Tres Amigos 
 
Darlene Elwin: Honorable Mention:   B&W-Nature   Pinwheel 
 
Pat Flanigan  Honorable Mention Color-People Hard Day’s Work in Istanbul 
 
Rita Floria Honorable Mention Color-People Life Imitates Art 
 
Joe Lima:  Third Place:   Color-Scenic/Summer Banana Leaf 
 Honorable Mention:   Color-Nature/Flowers   Dandelion Puff 
 
Jan Handman Fourth Place: Fair Theme Passing Go 
 Honorable Mention Abstract Curls 
 
Joan Harris Honorable Mention Color-Water Stick on Red Leaf 
 Honorable Mention Color-Nature/Flowers Green in the Middle 
 Honorable Mention Color-Nature/Birds Standing Tall 
 Honorable Mention Color-Nature/Insects Katydid Nymph 
 
Alan Haynes First Place Digital Panoramics Storm Over the Valley 
 Honorable Mention Color-Scenic/Summer Path to the Sun 
 
Steven Krause Honorable Mention Our Best Friend Up for Competition 
 
Beverly LaRock Honorable Mention Creative Processes India: The Mystery Unfolds 
 
Diane Marinos Margaret Frye Award Color-People Rice Harvest, India 
 Honorable Mention Color-People Silhouette, Burma  
 Honorable Mention Color-People Sisters, India 
 Honorable Mention Color-People Tribal Girl, Orissa State, India 
 
Michele McCain Third Place Color-Scenic/Winter Glacier Ice Cave of Falljokull 
 Honorable Mention Color-Scenic/Winter Frozen Bubbles of Abraham Lake 
 Honorable Mention Color-Scenic/Winter Winter Glow on Horsetail Fall 
 Honorable Mention Color-Scenic/Fall Nordic Church 
 
Dorothy Mildice: Second Place B&W-Nature Playing With My Food 
 Honorable Mention:   Color-Scenic/Fall  Afternoon Shadows 
 Honorable Mention:   Color-Nature/Flowers   Old Time Rose 
 Honorable Mention Color-Nature/Birds First Hatched 
  
Jim Mildice: Honorable Mention:   Color-Nature/Birds   Raptor 
   
Robin Stern: Honorable Mention:  Color-Nature/Birds Flamingo in Gold 
  
Clark Winsor: Honorable Mention:   Sports   Determination 
 
Gail Walraven: First Place:   Still Life   Sunset Celebration 
 


