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From the Editor
This month’s Featured Photographer, 

Robin Stern, has been quietly going along 
creating better and and more successful 
images.  

I would like to think her success in Poly 
competitions and other exhibitions is helped 
by what she has learned in Poly, but I know 
that we have done nothing more than add a 
little polish to the apple of her inherent “good 
eye.” I think your images are really great 
Robin, so “keep doing what you’re doing.” 

 
Well, it looks like Adobe is in the news 

again this month. They finally seem to have 
decided which of their products that most 
photographers need; and demonstrated some 
consideration for their long-term, perpetual-
license, photographic customers.  

At the “Photoshop World” conference in 
Las Vegas this month (sponsored by NAPP), 
Adobe announced their new “Photoshop 
Photography Program” for current perpetual 
license owners. The “Photoshop Guys” at 
NAPP have 
been consis-
tently opposed 
to the new 
membership-
only model; 
and their 
organization 
and publications have been at the forefront of 
the opposition. I think we owe them a Thank 
You for helping stimulate this change.  

In brief, you can have a Photography 
Creative Cloud membership for $9.99 per 
month, if you join before the end of the year. 
This membership gets you Photoshop CC, 
Lightroom CC, custom site/portfolio hosting, 
and 20-gigabytes of Adobe cloud storage.  

To make a descision about what you want 
to do, you need to know more about this 
offer, and Clark has talked about it in his 
column. We have also published more details 
and requirements from a “Photography Bay” 
report on the Adobe announcement at 
“Photoshop World ,” in an article on Page 8. 
Since this offer is more-or-less reasonable, I 

might have to reconsider my previously-
avowed, long-term commitment to CS6, in 
spite of my annoyance with Adobe. 

In the rapidly-changing world of 
photographic technology, we always need to 
be open to new ideas, methods, and 
equipment capabilities. There is a level of 
comfort in doing things the way we always 
have; but if we expect to progress, we should 
be ready to abandon those things that have 
better replacements. Let me tell you about an 
example from my own experience. 

Most of you know that I have long been 
an advocate of “Costco” photo printing 
services for large pictures. They are 
inexpensive, and they do a pretty good job. 
You have to know a few key things about 
how to set the controls on their website; and I 
often had to adjust my image and make a 
second print to get it “just right.” But at $2.99 
per 12x18 print, that wasn’t a big financial 
impact.  

But for a while now, I’ve wanted to im-
prove my print process (more subtle control, 
different specialty papers, etc). But conven-
tional wisdom (and numerous print experts) 
said that doing it yourself was an impossibly 
complex and intimidating process. You 
know: calibrate your monitor / calibrate your 
printer / printer profiles / paper profiles . . . 
And custom printer services are so expensive. 

Finally, I said “I can do it.” I took the 
plunge, and bought a new large-format 
printer. (I already had a calibrator I used for 
my monitor, and hoped that would be 
enough.) The printer handles up to 13x26 
paper and has 10 ink cartridges with archival-
quality (pigment-based) ink.  

I am happy to report that (with very little 
trouble) the results are terrific; and I did not 
need to find my way through the conven-
tional complexities of printing. That was 
because of an improved software/driver and 
printer hardware control. I can match profiles 
and controls when I have them; but even 
when I don’t, the software/printer can make a  

 
Continued – see “Editor” on Page 3  
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President’s Column 
By Ernesto Corte 
 
“Dare to be irrational” 

After the monthly competition meeting, a 
small group of Poly’s members meets 
regularly for lunch.  Besides the usual 
inevitable, polite swipes at the last judge’s 
critiques and scoring, we exchange ideas and 
photo experiences. 

An idea has been percolating at the recent 
luncheons to form a group to explore and 
experiment with fresh, different approaches 
to photography. We have not yet coalesced 
on a specific objective and plan, but the seed 
has been planted and it may require a couple 
more lunches of substantial sandwiches to 
germinate it. 

As I was reflecting on the topic, I 
remembered quotations of one of my favorite 
photographers and source of inspiration, 
Edward Weston. He once said: “I would say 
to an artist: don’t be repressed in your work, 
dare to experiment, consider any urge, if in a 
new direction, all the better,” and “dare to be 
irrational – free from formulas, open to any 

fresh impulse, fluid.” Perhaps these very 
words could become the motto or guiding 
principle for the fledgling group at Poly. 
Something more to reflect about until the 
next luncheon! 

One thing is sure. The advent of digital 
photography has created unlimited artistic 
approaches to photography. From the days 
when the medium was the film and the basic 
tool, the darkroom, we need to look at photo-
graphy with a new mind and a different eye, 
whether one judges an image or looks at it for 
visual pleasure. 

If you have any thoughts or suggestions 
about this new group, drop me a note or start 
a dialog on the Poly Group site at: 
www.polyphotoclub@yahoogroups.com 

 
Ernesto Corte                         

 
For comments/questions on this article 

and Poly Photo Club, email to: 
ecorte@ymail.com 

 
 
 
“Editor” – continued from Page 2
 
series of small images on a single (8.5x11) 
sheet. I can then pick out the ones I like the 
best, and the printed notation tells me how to 
set sliders for contrast, brightness, and color 
balance (settings for cyan, magenta, yellow) 
for the final print, without changing the 
Photoshop file. So I can effectively change 
the printer calibration to match what I see, on 
a print-by-print basis. 

And one other thing, it’s a Photoshop 
plug-in, so I can print directly from a PSD 

file, without adding the usual loss in fidelity 
inherent in a JPEG conversion.  

So you see, I found real value in 
embracing new technology. Because I was 
willing to change, it has provided me with a 
much-simplified way to produce a superior 
printed image.  

Maybe I should “just get over it” and find 
out what the new world of Photoshop CC can 
do for me. 

 
 
Quote of the Month – 
 
“A photo no longer tells the truth. It suggests just one possibility.”  

- Anonymous - Photokina 2000 
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Featured Photographer of the Month           Robin Stern 
 
Looking through my external hard drive where I 
store my photos from the last four years has 
been an interesting and enlightening experience. 
I was able to see the progress I have made as a 
photographer and also eliminate unwanted 
images. Double duty! I came across some 
photos I think of as “keepers”.  
 
“Calla Lily” (On the Cover) – Among those I 
have shared here is one of a series of bee photos 
taken at Spanish Village. One of the artisans 
there has a lovely calla lily plant right outside 
her door. Luckily Joan and I were able to take 
dozens of shots of a bee inside the flower’s petals. Because of the white petals the light was reflected 
onto the bee, thus creating both a bright image and one with an interesting negative space. One of 
these images won a prize at last year’s County Fair. 
 
 

 
“Mom and Kids”–	  This image is of the common female duck with ducklings in an unusual pose. I 
really like it because it reminds me of all of the time I have spent at Santee Lakes watching, feeding 
and photographing the ducks and other water birds. It has a good nature story, something a 
photographer looks to capture.  I like watching the duck behaviors and how the mother duck 
interacts with her ducklings while they are fledglings.  I have tried to photograph ducks in flight, but 
find I will leave that to photographers with lenses with a longer reach. Since I can’t carry around 
much weight I can only lust after those who are able to catch birds in flight. 
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“Almost Asleep” – Is an image I can look at over and over again. I love the color and the 
translucency of the flamingo wing feathers as he seeks to shade his eye for sleep. You can also see 

his eye shutting. Watching 
these flamingos go to sleep is 
how I learned that their eyelids 
close sideways. You need a fast 
shutter speed to notice and 
photograph it.  I enjoy the 
flamingo exhibit and visit it 
every time I visit the zoo, 
which is quite often. I joined a 
group of photographers who 
post their photos on Facebook. 
The page is called Focusing on 
the San Diego Zoo and Safari 
Park. Take a look at what is 
posted there. Many of the folks 
who post there are also 
employees or volunteers at the 
zoo and know so much.  They 
also share their knowledge 
there. 
 

 
“Best Friends” – 
Photographing our 
granddaughter has proven 
itself to be both 
challenging and fun! This 
particular photo was shot 
at Ocean Beach’s Dog 
Beach one morning. We 
had not prepared for a 
trip the beach so this time 
we weren’t prepared with 
suits and towels. Sammy 
peeled off her clothes and 
went running with our 
golden retriever across 
the sand leaving us 
behind. She loves the dog and the beach and it shows in the photo. I got a lucky shot watching them 
from behind as they ran together with dripping wet dirty butts. They seem in unison as two best 
friends on the beach they love.  
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Photoshop - Layers 
By Bill Godwin-Austen 
 
Everybody liked the notes from this great 
workshop because they could actually reproduce 
the techniques when they got home. For those of 
you who didn’t get a copy, here they are again. 
 
Example 1:  
Adjustment Layer (Levels),  
• Add a Levels Adjustment Layer 

("Yin/Yang" Icon) 
• Use "Black point" and "White point" sliders 

to tighten contrast 
• Use "Middle tone" slider to adjust overall 

lightness/darkness 
 

Sharpening Layer - Increase contrast, 
improve apparent sharpness, sometimes fix 
color cast 
 

"High Pass" Sharpening 
• Copy the background layer 
• Apply the High Pass filter (Filters>Other> 

High Pass) 
• Change Blending Mode (Overlay, Soft 

Light, Hard Light) 
 

Luminosity Sharpening ("Unsharp Mask")  
• Copy the background layer 
• Change Blending Mode to Luminosity 
• Apply the Unsharp Mask filter 
 
Example 2:  
Replacing the Sky - Replace a dull overcast 
or "bald" sky with a more interesting one. 
• Open both the main image and the new 

sky image 
• On sky image, Select All and Copy 

(CTRL+C) 
• On main image, Paste (CTRL+V) 
• Copy background image and move on top 

of sky image 
• Reduce opacity of background copy so 

sky shows through 
• On sky layer, move it to pleasingly 

position the new sky 
• On background copy, opacity back to 

100%, select the sky, invert the selection, 
and add a mask (Circle in box Icon) 

• Use brush tool on mask (black to obscure, 
white to reveal) to refine the edge to 
remove haloing and make it appear more 
natural. 

Example 3:  
Flipping the Bird - Move, remove, add, or alter 
an object in an image 
• Select the object you want to change 

(Circle, Marquee, Lasso, ??? - Your 
preference) 

• Copy (CTRL+C) and Paste (CTRL+V). 
Note that the selected object is now on its 
own new layer 

• On the new layer, select the object and 
flip it and move it around as needed (note 
that if you move it, you may need to adjust 
levels to make the background match the 
new location. Mask as needed to make 
selection edge less obvious. 

 
Example 4:  
Dodge & Burn (non-destructive) - Lighten too-
bright areas, brighten important areas, 
vignette to focus attention 
• Create a new layer. Select "Overlay" 

mode and fill with neutral gray 
• Select the brush tool, set both opacity and 

flow to between 10 and 20% (Effectively a 
fine mist airbrush) 

• Gradually paint in the areas you want to 
alter. White to lighten, Black to darken. 
Size the brush as needed for the area 
you're changing. For Vignetting, darken 
the corners more, and fade gradually 
towards the subject you want to highlight. 

 
Example 5:  
De-Aging (the "Oil of Olay filter") - Take a few 
years off your portrait subject 
• Copy the background image 
• On the copy, apply a "Gaussian Blur" filter 
• Add a Mask (Circle in Box icon), and 

invert the color from white to black 
(CTRL+I) 

• Paint in with a soft white brush to soften 
wrinkles or blemishes, this softens them 
rather than completely removes them to 
make a more natural look while still taking 
a few years off. 

• If the blur effect is still too extreme, adjust 
the opacity to reduce it to a pleasing level. 

 
(Continued – see Layers on Page 7) 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

This month’s article is being written on 
September 14th.  I had to write this month’s 
“This and That” column early because Jo and 
I will be on the Columbia River as you are 
reading this.  So let's get started.  

First of all, I thank Ernesto and Shelly for 
the outstanding job they have done for Poly in 
the last two years.  I also thank Alan and 
Darlene for volunteering to run for the 
difficult jobs of President and Vice President 
for the next year or two.  While I'm thanking 
people, we all need to thank Les and Mary 
Anderson for stepping up at SCACC.  Les has 
assumed the interim presidency of SCACC 
and Mary will fill the responsibilities of 
SCACC rep for Poly. 

Did you ever think your hard-drive and 
your main back-up drive would fail at the 
same time.  Well it happened to me.  But I was 
lucky, Datel was able to recover all the data 
from my eternal drive.  I did lose the data on 
the back-up drive.  The good news is, I did 
have much of the data backed up on another 
external drive and on DVDs. Should you need 
quality repair service, I recommend Datel 
Systems.  They saved my data and charged me 
an hourly rate.  They also have electronic 

disposal available at any time.  They destroy 
all hard-drives before recycling. 

Did you know that between now and 
December 31st we can purchase Adobe’s 
“Photographer’s” cloud for both Photoshop 
and Lightroom for $9.99.  This pricing is for 
“life.”  I think it's time to jump on the 
bandwagon.  If you don't want to wade 
through the Adobe web site trying to find out 
how to purchase, you can call their 800 
number; 1-800-585-0774.  You will need to 
give them permission to charge your credit 
card each month.  They do not offer any other 
choices in making payment. 

At the end of this year I will be stepping 
down as club historian.  Hopefully the next 
person who takes this job on will get all the 
pieces in place so our history will record itself.  
We need all minutes, of all meetings 
preserved on the Poly web site, along with all 
issues of Poly Speaks.  In addition, we need 
all on-line conversations saved, as we do now 
and all photos taken at Poly functions saved in 
one place, under one title.  Until this task is 
completed we will continue to lose our 
history. 

Clark
 
 
 
 
Layers – continued from Page 6 
 
Example 6: 
Pinstripe borders (Technically, not a layer or 
mask, but I get a lot of questions about this) - 
Add a pinstripe border, if needed, to set an 
image with a dark background apart from the 
black "surround" of the projection system, 
showing how the image was cropped. 
• Choose a color to use for the pinstripe. I 

like to use one of the colors within the main 
subject. White is too stark and jarring. Click 
the "Background" box on the toolbar, use 
the eyedropper to select a color. 

• (Optional step) Apply an inner black 
border: Go to "Image: Canvas Size" and 
add a 4 to 5 pixel extension in all 
directions. 

• Apply your colored border. Go to "Image: 
Canvas Size" and add a 4 to 5 pixel border 
using the "Background" color you selected 
above. 

Apply an outer black border as in the optional 
step above. This will put your color pinstripe 
very slightly inside the outer edge of your 
image "canvas", eliminating the problem 
where some pinstripes on the edge seem to 
vanish. 
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Photoshop CC for Photographers 
By Photography Bay, from the Adobe announcement at Photoshop World  

 
One of the biggest criticisms since Adobe 

killed perpetual licenses and forced Creative 
Cloud memberships on users who want 
access to future versions of Photoshop has 
been the price. The full Creative Cloud 
subscription that includes all the apps runs 
$50/month. Single apps, like Photoshop CC 
or Lightroom, run $20/month each. 

We discussed this very issue during a live 
webcast shortly after the launch of Creative 
Cloud. That meeting came up with the sug-
gestion of offering Photoshop CC and Light-
room for a combined price of $10/month. 
Well, that is just 
what Adobe has 
done. 

Today at 
Photoshop 
World, Adobe 
announced 
that customers 
who own a 
previous version 
of Photoshop or 
Photoshop 
Extended, 
version CS3 or 
later (CS3.x, CS4, CS5.x, or CS6) are 
eligible for the “Photoshop Photography 
Program” (which includes both Photoshop 
and Lightroom) through the Creative Cloud.  

If you want to take advantage of this 
program, where are a few requirements.  

First, you have to have a valid license for 
Photoshop CS3 or later. Second, you have to 
commit to one-year terms. Third, it is only 
available until December 31, 2013. 

If you cancel later and want to join back 
up, you have to pay the full rate. 

“This price is not a special introductory 
price for your first year only; it is the 
standard price for this level of membership. 
But if you cancel your membership in the 
future, you will not be able to re-join at this 
special price.” -  Adobe CC FAQ 

What about customers who don’t have a 

Photoshop CS3 or later license? (For 
example, Photoshop Elements users who 
want to step up to a more serious offering?) It 
appears that there is no Photoshop 
Photography Program other than this one.  

It also appears that if you do not have a 
CS3 or later license as a past customer, then 
you have to pay the standard $20/month per 
app. That’s $20/month for Photoshop and 
$20/month for Lightroom. 

Of course, much of this offer is in 
response to the vocal and written outcry 
when Creative Cloud killed perpetual 

licenses 
earlier this 
year. I would 
also like to 
think that 
there is some 
element of 
loyalty to 
established 
customers. 
But if this 
move proves 
anything, it is 
that Adobe is 

entrenched in the Creative Cloud and shows 
no signs of bringing perpetual licenses back 
to photographers or other creative pros. 

$10 per month is a pretty good deal. If 
you are a current perpetual license holder, 
you probably upgraded every couple of years. 
The upgrade typically costs $199. In the 
Photographer’s Creative Cloud model, 
current licensees would pay $240 for two 
years. And if you also use Lightroom, you 
get that as a bonus. In addition, you get 
Behance ProSite (custom site/portfolio 
hosting) and 20-GB of cloud storage.  

In total, that’s not unreasonable. 
However, it’s a limited time deal not 
everyone can have. So if you decide that you 
want to take advantage of it, you’d better do 
it soon, before the end of the year. 
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Coming Events 
 

 

October 5 – Competition 
The subject for the Project Competition 

for this month is “Obtuse Angles.”  
Our Judge for this month is Debbie Beals.  

Debbie has had her greatest successes in 
photographing nature subjects, and has told us 
a little about herself. 

Photography is another challenging art 
form for me, and a chance to get away from 
the hectic world, get out, and explore. We 
have two family businesses in one.  The 
Grossmont Optical side is where we make you 
the best glasses so you can see, along with 
many other Optical products, binoculars, 
magnifiers etc. The other side is Stamp 
Delights where we make greeting cards, 
books, calligraphy, origami, and often 
combine these designs with photographs. 

My Dad was the photographer of the 
family, along with my Grandfather, who was 
completely into his camera clubs in 
Indiana.  When he came to town, he made 
movies and stills like crazy.  He could do 
anything.  Somehow I wanted to try this, and 
worked really hard to sell the most peanuts in 
3rd  grade to win a tiny camera. I took a black 
and white class in college, and read a ton of 
books just like many of us have. 

   A little over 5 years ago, I bought my 
first digital as a “back-up.” (smile)  I learned 
about Photography clubs and joined both 
Darkroomers and PhotoNaturalists in the same 
week, wanting to learn as much as possible 
and shoot with others.  My first time, I was 
really intimidated to walk in the door; and 
then was awed by the amazing photos on the 
wall. I thought, “Wow I wonder if I could do 
that?”  I did not know if I could, but I was 
going to have fun trying.  My neighbors used 
to laugh at me laying on the driveway 
shooting an apple on a nail, crystal and all 
sorts of weird things. I think they still do when 
I am laying on the grass to shoot a dandelion. 

Clubs have been the best things for me, 
and the worst things for my bank account. 
(giggle)  I have had the pleasure of meeting 

the most intelligent, well rounded, nice people 
in the world. 

I still take notes on every judge and try to 
see his perspective whether I always agree or 
not, there is much to learn! 

Capturing details and color are my 
passion. To see things I did not catch with the 
naked eye is completely fascinating!  I have 
learned a ton, and have only scratched the 
surface.  My personal challenge is to get it 
right in camera.  Thinking constantly of the 
best background, angle, settings, etc. Also, I 
have little time to edit, let alone mess a lot 
with Photoshop.   I can't wait to make the time 
to experiment with a  l-o-n-g  list of waiting 
subjects, which will take me more than a 
lifetime. 

All we do as photographers may help keep 
our brains young. (smile) I love to shoot 
everything and anything, but especially 
anything that flies or moves, because the 
challenge is on. 

 It is a great honor to be asked to judge, I 
am not worthy, but will give you my best in 
this continued learning process.  Not one good 
picture is easy, and to make it great takes that 
little extra something that may take years to 
get.  Your club has wonderful photos and it is 
always a pleasure to see them in Interclub. 

Congratulations to you all for your images 
and to the newbies who are brave enough to 
enter competition. 

Looking forward to seeing you.  Thanks 
for your time! 

 
October 19 – Field Trip  
Tournament of the Phoenix at the Poway 
Rodeo Grounds. 
14336 Tierra 
Bonita Road, 
Poway CA. 
The Tournament of 
the Phoenix™ is a 
two day, six event 
sports contest, the 
original “extreme” 
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sport. The only event of its kind in the 
US, it is one of the most prestigious 
events in the world.  It is invitational, 
and only the most highly skilled 
competitors are invited to compete for 
the coveted Phoenix prize. 

Six knights will compete at the 
Tournament of the Phoenix 2013. 
Hailing from the US, England, and 
Poland, competitors will accumulate 
points as they battle it out in a series of 
grueling events. An equestrian triathlon, 
the tournament will test the combatants' 
prowess and stamina as they pit 
themselves against each other in six 
events over the two day competition. 
Events include foot combat with axes, 
mounted melee, and four sessions of 
jousting. 

The popular “Festival of History” 
complements the Tournament, providing 
a host of activities for all ages and 
interests.  Costumed interpreters inhabit 
fully outfitted period camps spanning 
from Rome to the Renaissance. With live 
music, demonstrations from black-
smithing and falconry to glass blowing 
and gladiator combat, this event provides 
fun, food, and excitement for all that 
should not be missed! 

In addition to the Knight’s Tournament, 
there will be: 
• Skill at Arms Competition - West-

coast Equestrian competitors demon-
strate their prowess with lance, 
swords, spears and other weaponry 
as they accumulate points in nine 
competition events over three days. 

• Roman Gladiators!  Watch 
authentically armoured gladiators 
fight - Two demonstrations a day 

• Glasswork - Stained glass and 
lampwork demonstrated on site 

• Pony rides - and petting zoo from 
Zoo4You. 

• More than 8 registered charities 
have been given free spaces to spread 
the message about their focus- Make 
a Wish, Uganda education, animal 
rescue, historic horses, birds of prey, 
and more. 

• Local Artisans - This year, we’ve 
made a commitment to assure most 
of our vendors are local artisans.  
Start your holiday shopping and 
support a local artist!	  	  


