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From the Editor
This month, our featured photographer is 

Diane Marinos. I have admired Diane’s work 
ever since I first saw it. As you can see by the 
images she has chosen to show us this month, 
the pictures she takes in her travels are 
clearly “high concept” images rather than just 
the usual travel documentaries. 

By-the-way, high concept image was a 
new term (for me) to 
describe the over-the-top, 
communicative pictures we 
would all like to take more 
often. Darlene Elwin told 
me about it, and it is well-
described in an article by 
Ian Plant in Outdoor 
Photographer. He says, 
“High-concept photographs 
go beyond mere literal 
representations of your 
subjects; instead, they seek 
to use light, composition, 
mood and color creatively. 
On one level, high-concept photography is 
the difference between “snapshots” and “art,” 
but it's so much more than that. It's the 
difference between merely documenting your 
subjects and telling a compelling story 
instead. It's about going from “meh” to 
“wow!” It's about showing your viewers 
something they haven't seen before—and 
showing them your personal and unique 
artistic vision. Most of all, it's about moving 
past the low-hanging fruit and reaching for 
the treetops instead.” 

 
The San Diego Fair is also calling to us in 

June (for the whole month). Even though the 

content of the exhibition is set, prize winners 
are yet to be announced; and workshops and 
exhibitor events will be offered all through 
the run of the Fair. Also, when you are there, 
don’t forget to see the exhibition of “Student 
Photography,” usually in the next room to the 
west of the normal photo exhibition space. 
Some of them are very good; and it is 

inspiring to see the 
viewpoints and skills of our 
upcoming young 
photographers.  

Even if you don’t have 
images in the fair, you can 
still exhibit. Poly has the 
opportunity to hang pictures 
in the PAB during June and 
August. See the article on 
Page 6 for more details 
about how to prepare your 
pictures. 

 
Finally, don’t forget that 

we are in a test phase for a new competition 
procedure. We are using a timer and chime to 
regulate the pace of the image commentary 
by the judge.  

Last month, the judge (Susan Coppock) 
was agreeable to the procedure, and we 
actually finished earlier than what was 
needed. Perhaps (based on the total number 
of images) we can allow a few more seconds 
on the timer for each image.  

In any case, each of us needs to observe 
and form an opinion about the merits of the 
new operational system, so we can vote when 
it is time to decide if we want to adopt it 
permanently. 

 
 
 

 
Quote of the Month – 
 
“Computers don’t make errors; what they do, they do on purpose.”  
 
                          – Anonymous 
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Featured Photographer of the Month – Diane Marinos 
 

Notes from (Diane herself) the Fickle Photographer! 
Fickle, because I adore all different styles of photography and different subject matters, and so it is 
hard at any one time to consistently choose my favorites. At this moment in time, I present four of 
my current favorites for your enjoyment. 
 

  
 
“River Bath” (on the cover) appears to me as if 
one were looking at bronze sculptures. It was a 
moment in time that I captured while crossing a 
river in southern Ethiopia; a land where one can 
see and experience the most amazing and 
primitive people I have ever seen on earth. To 
me, these men exhibit the natural beauty and 
grace of the human body. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Tribal Girl of Ethiopia” portrait exhibits the 
native art form of body painting, 
scarification, and decorating themselves with 
flowers along with any and all forms of plant 
growth.  It is truly amazing and thrilling at 
the same time. 
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“Tibetan Child” was photographed several 
years ago while I was traveling in the far 
eastern grasslands of Tibet to attend the 
“Yshoo” festival. While stopped along the way 
to visit a tiny dilapidated school house, this 
young girl appeared, and I was captivated by 
her compelling expression that tells the story of 
poverty, sorrow, despair, and the hardships of 
daily life in that severe part of the world.  It still 
haunts me. 
 
 
 
 
 
“Look Ma, No Cavities” was of course 
photographed in Africa.  We were in a vehicle 
parked at the edge of a hippo pond when this 
angry guy started charging out of the water 
toward us. I, with my long lens, kept dialing it 
back and kept on shooting until our guide 
suggested that we “Vamanos out of here!”   By 
then, the hippo was no more than ten yards 
from the vehicle with his mouth wide open. I 
was literally shooting down his throat.
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

Let's take a look at how Poly interacts 
with the other camera clubs and SCACC.  
Poly's base annual dues are $45. $20 of your 
dues goes to SCACC.  The $20 per member 
is the same for all the clubs that meet in the 
Photo Arts Building (PAB). That money is 
used to pay SCAAC expenses and buy 
general-use and facility equipment. 

 
SCACC has a contract with the city to 

manage and maintain the PAB and to have it 
open to the public 64 days a year.  Nine 
months of the year, the building is open on 
Sundays from noon to 4 P.M.  In June, July, 
and August the building must be open on 
Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 5 P.M.  

  
As part of its responsibility to the city 

SCAAC provides building monitors during 
those times when it is open to the public.  
The member clubs are in turn responsible for 
providing members to act as building hosts. 
To keep the building sitting as fair as 
possible SCACC looks at the membership of 
each club and allocates building sitting dates 
based on comparative club membership 
totals.  Poly is the largest club and therefore 
has the most dates.  For the SCACC year 

2014, Poly has 31 days (out of the total of 64) 
that it must provide building hosts.   

 
Each host “crew” has two people; so Poly 

needs 62 members to sit the building four or 
five hours in 2014 to meet our obligations.  If 
we get that level of cooperation, no member 
will need to sit the building more than once a 
year.  The problem is that too many Poly 
members have not considered this an actual 
condition of membership. An attitude of “Let 
George Do It” creates serious problems, not 
only for Poly, but for all the SCACC camera 
clubs. Since we don’t need to pay any other 
rent to the City, hosting for a few hours is a 
pretty good trade for the exclusive use of a 
pretty good (if old) building for our 
photographic exhibitions and activities.  

 
We all need to understand, membership 

in Poly requires that we accept the obligation 
to pay club dues and take our turn in keeping 
the building open on the required weekends.  
We just need to think of the few hours of 
volunteer time as an additional part of our 
dues. 
                         Clark

 
 
 
SCACC Report – 
By Mary Anderson 
 
The SCACC board is getting down to business with the new year having started April 1. The website 
will be updated, and we have made contact with the webmaster to get the process started.  In 
conjunction with that, the SCACC flier will also be updated and copies make in bulk for handouts. 
Workshops continue to provide income for SCACC.  David Delgadillo, VP of Programs, will be 
working on a hosting schedule for these workshops. Hosting is strictly voluntary, with opportunities 
rotating among the clubs.  As an incentive to support these efforts, two people who volunteer for the 
responsibility may sit in on the workshop for free.  More to come once details are finalized.  
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San Diego County Fair – Division of Photography 
(More Activities and Events) 
 

Just because the images in the Exhibition of 
Photography at the Fair have been selected and hung, 
that doesn’t mean that you don’t still have opportunities 
for participation in its photography activities. Aside 
from going to see the exhibition, here are some of the 
photo-related things you can do.  
 
Workshops – are usually in the Veranda 
Café, on the second floor – East Grandstand. 
They are on Saturdays and Sundays, starting 
at 1:00pm. There are typically four 90-minute 
sessions throughout each afternoon, ranging 
from technology and technique, to post 
processing, to specialized subjects, to 
photographic art. Check the Fairground’s 
website for a list of specific workshop 
subjects, dates, and times at: 
http://www.sdfair.com/index.php?fuseaction=e
xhibits.photo 
 
Exhibitor events and discussions –  
• Judges Roundtable: Wednesday, June 

11, 7:00pm. Judges will discuss overall 
criteria and procedures.  

• Judges Critique: Wednesday, June 18, 
7:00pm. Judges will answer 
photographers’ questions one on one, and 

entrants may bring in images for their 
comments. 

• Tips from the Photographers: 
Wednesday, June 25, 7:00pm. 
Photographers of accepted and awarded 
images in past Shows at the Fair will give 
advice and answer questions about how to 
improve your own chances for success. 

One-day Contests – Photo Shootouts: 
Saturday, June 14; Friday, June 20; and 
Sunday, June 29. Remember, you have to 
preregister on line to participate; so check the 
Fair website for times and other details. 
Limited to 30 participants per shootout. Must 
register online. Sponsored by George’s 
Camera.  
Awards sponsored by Oceanside Photo & 
Telescope.  

 
 
 
Poly’s Months for the PAB Gallery Wall 
By Steff Stracken 
 

One More Time!!   Since we will be hanging more prints on the PAB walls in June and August, we 
are encouraging you to contribute to the Poly Exhibition, and again reminding you about the 
requirements.    

Your images may be any subject, any size, matted or not, but must be mounted on board (for 
example, cardboard or foamcore). We will have Velcro if you need it. For the middle room display, you 
will hang your images and take them down yourself.  You can bring your own labels with your title and 
name and we will also have labels to write your Title and Name if you wish. You may hang your images 
anytime the building is open. Note, the building is only open to the public on Saturdays from June to 
September, it is always open on Sundays. Poly will have the wall in June and August so it’s time for 
your images. Thanks. For further inquiries e-mail me at: Steff@sbcglobal.net. 
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Coming Events 
Darlene Elwin 
 
June 7 – Competition 
Theresa Jackson is our judge for this month. 

Last month, Theresa conducted a Poly 
workshop on Selections, Masks, and Channels 
for Photoshop; and some of you have met her 
and seen her out-
standing Photoshop 
skills.  

Since this is the 
first time she will be 
judging for us, here 
are a couple of 
examples of her own 
images. You can see 
more of her work on 
the “Orchard View 
Color” website at: 
www.orchardviewcolor.com 

Theresa has nearly thirty years experience 
in graphic arts production and design. She was 
first exposed to digital editing and retouching 
in 1989. 

Since then, she has worked at the forefront 
of this constantly-evolving industry, enabling 
her to develop and expound upon her 
photographic arts skills. Her fine art 
photography is displayed regularly at locations 
throughout San Diego County. She is an 
Adobe Community Professional, owns 
Orchard View Color, a graphic design 
business, and teaches Digital Darkroom 

through UCSD Extension. Theresa is also a 
regular columnist for Sign of the Times 
magazine, and is a two-time Guru Award 
Winner (Artistic category, 2010, 2012) from 
Photoshop World. 

 
June 21 – Hands-On Blend Modes In 
Photoshop with Stan Bell at the Photo Arts 
Building.  

Some of the most powerful tools in 
Photoshop are layers. In this hands-on 
workshop, you will learn how to multiply their 
power using blend modes in a nondestructive 
manner. Using examples provided, or your 
own, we will explore many of the 19 available 
modes in their basic forms and share a few 
advanced blending tips as well. If you don’t 
know what layer blend mode to choose or how 
to make it do what you want, this is the 
workshop for you. 

Stan is known in the club as a wonderful 
portrait photographer, but is also a well-
rounded photographer with many Photo Shop 
skills.  Here's your chance to learn how to use 
Blend Modes – with confidence!  This will be 
a practical step-by-step workshop, so bring 
your laptops and an image or two or use the 
image(s) available for download from the 
presentation. 
 

  

 
 


