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From the Editor 
 

This month, we are proud to present the best 
of Poly members’ work, as represented by the 
award winners from 2014. The story, starting on 
Page 3, will show and tell you all about the 
images that our panel of three year-end judges 
selected as the award winners for the year.  

For the second year, you’ll see that those 
judges have confirmed that Michele McCain has 
a terrific artistic eye; and the photographic skills 
to translate what she sees, into images that 
communicate her vision to others. 

Not only did she win both first and second in 
the end-of-the-year competition, but she was 
also first in high-points. Personally, I believe this 
is an even more important 
award. It demonstrates a 
commitment, excellence, and 
consistancy in a total body of 
work that continues throughout 
a whole year. Congratulations 
Michele. 

The other notable 
accomplishment this year is in 
the Project competition. Jan 
Handman must now be 
acknowledged as “Queen of the 
Projects.” She has won first, 
second, and third place Project 
awards; and also collected two 
Project honorable mentions. It 
takes a special level of talent 
and skill to be able to go out 
and get award-winning images from an 
assignment that we did not choose ourselves. 
Congratulations Jan.  

And congratulations to all those who got 
Awards and participated. The whole show was a 
testimony to the growing excellence of Poly 
photographers. 

 
Remember last month, when we talked about 

the fact that the SD County Fair was getting 
“more and more friendly” toward images that 
have been post-processed in Photoshop or other 
computer applications. Well, a meeting with 
Gene Wild, the coordinator for the “Exhibition 

of Photography,” showed that it was even better 
than I thought.  

Contrary to the “hard-and-fast rules” in some 
of the older documents on the Fair’s web site, 
the official requirement this year (as stated by 
Gene) is that any post-processing change to an 
image, as long as it is not obvious, is acceptable 
for most of the conventional categories. The only 
one that definitely does not allow significant 
changes is “Documentary,” since that is 
supposed to be an objective report.  

Also, in thinking about your approach to the 
selection of images to enter into the fair – David 
King, one of the long-time judges, offers us this 

bit of wisdom (in the box, at 
left) to consider. 

 
After reading what David 

has to say,  his second 
paragraph got me to thinking 
about compositional rules and 
how they can be applied (or not 
applied) in our images to 
strengthen (or weaken) their 
artistic message.  

In searching for new 
approaches to artistic 
expression, we often try to 
bypass or break “the rules” to 
achieve new effects. Well-
known photography teachers 
often say, “Slavish following of 
the rules supresses true 

creativity.” But simply ignoring the principles of 
composition can make the commumication of 
our ideas and feelings to the viewer less 
effective.  

The “bottom line” is, we need to to know 
why and how and when to use them to make our 
communication and impact more effective; just 
like we need to know how to string our words 
together when talking or writing to clearly tell 
someone what we want then to know. 

On the other hand, I’ve noticed that good 
grammer also seems to be disappearing from 
english speech. Maybe we need to be paying 
more attention to that too.

 

“In large competitions and exhi-
bitions, there are mere moments 
for a judge to look at an image, and 
he cannot deal well with quiet intro-
spective shots that need more time 
to grow on you and reveal their 
secrets.   

But having said that, even quiet 
images also need to follow some of 
the more basic compositional 
guidelines; or even with time, they 
will be bypassed quickly.  If the 
picture elements are the “words” of 
your visual story, think of composi-
tion as the syntax that helps those 
words make sense to the viewer.” 

         – David King 
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Best of the Year – 2014 Competition Award Winners 
 

 
Here are the images that have won the top 
awards for the year, from our 2014 competitions. 
You can see all of the winning images and the 
Honorable Mentions, and also see Alan’s show 
of all our monthly acceptances on the Poly web 
site. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
     Open–First Place Winner 
     “Little cabin in the Woods” 

       by Michele McCain   
(Shown full size on the our cover) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open–Second Place Winner 
“Flight of the Aspens”  
by Michele McCain 
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  Open–Third Place Winner,  “A Walk on the Sand”  by Michael Fairbanks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Creative–Winner 
“Duality” 
by Dan Palermo 
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Best of Nature–Winner 
“Mud Formations in the Dunes” 
by Dee Elwin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Project– 
First Place Winner 
“Leaves” 
by Jan Handman 
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Project– 
Second Place Winner 
“In the Kitchen” 
by Jan Handman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project– 
Third Place Winner 
“Work” 
by Jan Handman 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 
Man, can you believe it?  It is already April.  
Poly is gearing up for its fourth competition of 
the year.  Over the last couple of months, I've 
shared my experiences with the installation of 
my Canon Pro Ten Printer and the learning 
curve with the Lee Filter system. I did have one 
crazy thing happen when I was on the Ocean 
Beach Pier.  To use the Lee Filter I must mount 
my camera on a tripod, and use a remote 
release. I dropped the remote release.  It 
bounced once, and fell twenty feet into the 
Ocean.  For now, I'm using a two second delay 
on the camera shutter release, and this is 
working just fine. 
 
From time to time Poly has had very intense 
conversations on our judges.  For the most part 
discussions have been about the judges’ 
comments, or the time a judge takes to judge 
our images.  How did you like last months 
judge?  We can't criticize his comments.  He 
didn't make any, and we can't criticize the time 
he took.  He evaluated both the project and 
regular competition entries in less than an hour. 
 
It's good to see so many members are stepping 
up to sit the building and bring refreshments to 
the competition meetings.  We need a few more 
members to come early when it is Poly's turn to 
clean the building.  While I'm on the subject of 
the building, I want to thank Les Anderson and 
all the SCACC officers for all their good work.  
They have made the PAB a first rate 
photography building. Ceilings have been 

repaired and painted, gas leaks have been fixed, 
lighting systems updated and repaired. 
Plumbing issues have been addressed.  SCACC 
also found time to purchased our new projector. 
To all those in involved in the projector project 
I say, “Well Done.”  Our images look better at 
the PAB then they do at home.  Les was telling 
me that there is very little color difference 
between our TV screen and the projected 
images.  And if the SCACC officers and 
committee chairman haven't done enough, I’m 
hearing some talk about a new screen in the 
projection room. Who knows, maybe that's 
coming too. 
 
I would like to remind all members who are 
closing the building after a meeting or sitting 
the PAB on the weekends to check all the 
rooms, and the bathrooms and make sure there 
is no one left in the building.  Anyone locked in 
the building must have a set of keys to get out.  
On Tuesday one of the TMWC members was in 
the men's room while we were securing the 
building.  We knocked on both bathrooms, and 
found someone in the men's room.  It looks like 
we have one more item for the clubs and 
SCACC to think about. 
  
Jim has given me a page to write my nonsense 
each month.  I think I've used my space for this 
month. 
 
We'll talk again in May. 

 
 
  
 
Quote of the Month – 
  
“The definition of a ‘Circle of Confusion:’ is a bunch of photographers sitting around the table trying to 
explain Depth of Field.”  

Michael Reichman
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Programs and Coming Events 
Dee Elwin 
 
April 4 – Competition  
The “Project” subject is “San Diego Iconic 
Image.”  

Our judge for this month will be Vern 
Elmore. Here’s a little about him, from his 
web site.  

“My name is Vern Elmore. I learned 
photography as a boy, with my father, in a 
black-and-white darkroom. After high school 
photography, I became a U.S. Navy 
photographer, and graduated from the U. S. 
Navy Schools of Photography. I later studied, 
among other things, art at USC. Photography 
is a life-long passion. 

Architecture is my commercial 
photography thrust. As a member of the 
American Institute of Architects – Palomar 
Chapter, I have photographed many projects 
for both architects and related industries. This 
is the exciting part of my photo career. 
Architectural photography has opened whole 
new fields of opportunity for me and my 
camera. 

I live in the northern San Diego area. I 
have recently helped to judge the prestigious 
San Diego County Fair at Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, where I judged the 
“Architecture” and “Night Photography” 
categories. This has been a great experience 
and a way to give back to the photo 
community.  

Over the years, I have participated in 
several camera clubs (including Poly). I’m 
currently the projectionist for the North 
County Photographic Society, which meets at 
the Quail/San Diego Botanical Gardens in 
Encinitas. Also, I am an active member of the 
Darkroomers, who meet in Balboa Park. 

A love for the outdoors and practical art 
experience contribute to my landscape, nature 
and fine art photographs today. Photo outings 
take me from the city, to the ocean, to the 
mountains, and to the deserts of the west. My 
art experience in woodcarving, fine 
woodworking, drawing and watercolor 

contribute to the creative process of making 
fine art photographs. Artistic interest in 
buildings, and their design, give foundation to 
the line and form of my architectural images. 
All my art experiences culminate in my 
photography today.” 

 
April 18 – Workshop, Plant and Flower 
Photography at the San Diego Botanic 
Garden (formerly Quail Gardens) with Rick 
Wiley. 

This month, Rick is taking us on a field 
trip that focuses on botany in these extensive 
gardens in Encinitas. They are about 30 
minutes north of downtown SD at 230 Quail 
Gardens Drive. We’ll meet at the entrance at 
our usual 9:30. 

They feature plants of all types in thirty 
distinct garden areas, from all over the world, 
including our own California Greenscapes.  

Spring is the best time for flowers, and 
you can see more about them and find a list of 
those currently in bloom on the Garden’s web 
site at http://www.sdbgarden.org. 

 
April 17 – San Diego County Fair, 
Exhibition of Photography. 

This is the last day for your digital 
submissions for the Tier 1 judging of the 
images you want to enter into the competition. 
If you intend to enter, be sure you get your 
pictures in.  

You will then be notified of the images 
accepted for the print competition. Those will 
need to be delivered on May 19 and 20. 
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Submitting Digital Images to the Fair for Tier 1 
 

The deadline (Friday, April 17) for the submission of digital images for entry into Tier-1 of the 
Fair’s Exhibition of Photography is fast approaching. Here are just a few reminders about that 
procedure.  

 
Preparing your Digital Images prior to Upload:  
 
Here is the simplest and easiest way to do this: 
Save your image as a JPG, at the highest quality setting, and an approximate size of: 
1800 x 1200 pixels for a landscape (horizontal) orientation, or 
800 x 1200 pixels for a portrait (vertical) orientation. 
 
For downloading, your file can not be more than 7 MB in size.  However, if you use the above as a 
guide, your file size will be about 2-megabytes, and your file will appropriately represent your image 
on the judge's computer monitors.  This file size will upload quickly and will look no different on the 
judges’ monitors than the same image at a higher resolution, larger pixel dimensions, larger file size, 
or file format. 
 
Now for the fine print:  
• Your image must be a minimum of 400 pixels on the longest side, but no greater than 7 

MB.  However, you will NOT gain anything in quality by making the file much bigger than 1 to 4 
MB (or longer than about  2000 pixels) due to the limitations of  most monitors - including the 
ones the judges will be using to view your images.  

•  The acceptable image formats are JPG, GIF, BMP, PNG, TIF and TIFF only.  However, to keep 
things simple,  it is STRONGLY suggested  that you save your file as a JPG, and, if given the 
choice, using sRGB as your Color Space.  Again, you will NOT gain anything in quality by 
saving it in a different format (such as TIFF) or color space (such as Adobe RGB), due to the 
limitations of most monitors (including the ones the judges will be using to view your 
images).  By default, non-JPG's must be “formatted” correctly in order to save them.  If you 
upload TIFF's, for instance, your file must be flattened, in an RGB color space, and in 8-bit; 
otherwise, it probably will not upload, and the error message from the upload system will not tell 
you why.  

• Please note that the print resolution of your uploaded image is immaterial, as the way it will be 
viewed is dependent on the monitors (ALL monitors, not just the judges!) - A file saved at 4"x6" 
@ 300ppi is the same as one saved at 16.67x25 @72ppi - they are both 1200 x 1800 pixels, and 
will both show up on the monitor as the same size. Oh, and as an aside, if you make it to “Tier 
2”, do NOT make your print from this uploaded file - File resolution is critical to printing. 

 
 
Uploading to the Fair Web Site 
 
To submit your images, you need to register, pay you entry fees, and upload your images (using the 
same titles with which you registered). A PDF with detailed instructions can be found on the Fair 
website at:  http://www.sdfair.com/pdf/2015/exhibits/departments/photo-inst_2015.pdf  
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How the Judges Will View Your Digital Images: 

 
Judges will view your images on calibrated and profiled computer monitors, in a room with reduced 
lighting. Although it is not strictly necessary, you can assure consistency with the judge’s monitors 
by calibrating and profiling your monitor as close to the following values as you can: 
 
Color Temperature: 6000° Kelvin 
Gamma: 2.2 
Brightness: 110 Lumens (CD/M²) 
 

 
 


