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From the Editor 
 

Our “Featured Photographer” segment has 
usually focussed on one of our established 
members, who is already known to most of us. 
Recently, it occurred to me that it can also help us 
to find out more about some of our new members, 
and act as a kind of introduction to them, some of 
their thoughts about pictures, and the kind of 
work they do.  

With that in mind, this month we are 
presenting a selection from the work of Jeff 
Boorher, one of our newest members. That said, I 
cheated a little on this selection. I’ve seen Jeff’s 
work before. He’s an excellent photographer, and 
I think that all of you will like his work.  

 
Well, it’s finally the time to see the Fair’s 

photo exhibition results. Last month, we made 
and submitted our accepted prints, and this 
Thursday, we’ll all know how we (who entered) 
did. If you’re like me, we’ll all go around the 
Artist’s Reception hardly noticing the other 
entries until we find our own; hoping for for a 
winner. Of course there is Best in Show, Best in 
each category, (along with second, third and forth 
places) and honorable mentions. There’s nothing 
like cash prizes (or sales) to affirm that we did 
good work. Of course, in an exhibition this big, 
it’s an honor just to see your images hung on the 
walls for thousands of people to see. Good luck to 
you all.  

I was looking at the Fair’s list of “Accepted” 
entries, and I noted that Poly members did very 
well in the print divisions. The final official 
statistics have not been published yet; but there 

are usually something over 4000 total entries, and 
about 1200 are hung in the Exhibition. After a 
quick run down of the numbers, it looks like 22 
members got a total of over 100 acceptances. So 
that’s about 9% of the total images to be hung. 
Congratulations to all of you. 

 
Have you ever tried to photograph the stars in 

the night sky? I’ve tried it a couple of times and 
my trial and error efforts never got me to 
understand the princples for an organized 
approach.  

My biggest uncertainty has been what shutter 
speed to use. Too short drives you to increased 
ISO (and noise). Too long and you get streaks 
instead of points of light (stars). To make it even 
more complicated, the “right” shutter speed varies 
with lens focal length.  

I read articles and looked for exposure charts, 
but there is a dearth of specific data about how to 
set your camera. Of course, our expert 
astronomical photographers in Poly do this 
routinely, and know what I finally discovered. 
There’s an easy rule. (I guess I should have just 
asked them.)  

I won’t bother you with the math to show you 
how it is derived; but the result is – “The slowest 
shutter speed you should use (in seconds) is equal 
to 600 (or 500 if you want a little safety factor) 
divided by the lens focal length (in millimeters).” 
The first important step is just that simple. Who 
knew? Now you other night sky beginners also 
know.

 
 

 
Quote of the Month – 

  
 “There’s something arbitrary about taking a picture. So I can stand at the edge of a highway and 
take one step forward and it can be a natural landscape untouched by man and I can take one step 
back and include a guardrail and change the meaning of the picture radically… I can take a picture 
of a person at one moment and make them look contemplative and photograph them two seconds 
later and make them look frivolous.”  

– Stephen Shore   
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Featured Photographer of the Month – Jeff Booher 

 
I mostly like to shoot people.  So you’ll see a lot of “people” photos.  I don’t know why but I do.  

My love for photography started when I was a kid. I would borrow my uncle’s 35mm SLR and 
take photos. I didn’t know what I was doing but it seemed fun. Then, in High School, I took a class 
on Darkroom and learned how to develop my own film. I was pretty good at the darkroom work but I 
guess I should have taken a class on how to be a photographer first because my images were out of 
focus, had the wrong depth of field and I had no idea how to use a manual camera.  

There was no Automatic mode back then.  But, when camera phones first came out, I rushed to 
get one. I thought it was the coolest thing ever and my Nokia camera phone was always with me.  I 
found a site that was trying to build up “mo blogging”, or mobile blogging, kind of a pre-instagram 
blogging tool that was all from mobile phones.  I signed up and I found that my subjects were always 
people.  I guess I find people fascinating.  Why fight it? 

Anyway, several years past after the demise of the mo blogging site and my phone images were 
piling up on my hard drive. I would upload some of them to MySpace, but it never occurred to me 
that I should get a dSLR until I got a Costco membership. I saw a big sign for the Nikon D5100 
when I walked in and it called my name…   

 
 
 
(On the cover) I just 

love this image.  The back-
ground, the smoke, the 
textures.  This was taken 
on Founders day at 
Cabrillo back in 2013 and 
it’s one of the first images I 
submitted to Darkroomers 
for critique. When it was 
put up on the easel for 
critique, it was like the air 
got sucked out of the room. 
I could hear the gasps all 
the way in the back of the 
room of everyone just in 
awe of this photo.  It later 
went on to win best in 
People Portrait 2013 and I’m anxious to see how it does in the fair this year.  I have this framed and 
hanging in my living room and, every time I look at it, I feel like it’s in motion like a frame out of an 
old 1920’s 16 frame per second movie. You know, like something out of a Charlie Chaplin film.  
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It’s hard to not love a baby photo. This was a baby shoot I did for a friend of mine. The striped hooded 
sweater and that expression on his face really made this photo.  I was new to photography (well, dSLR 
photography) when I took this (about 3 years ago) and I just loved how that shoot turned out.  This was 
my favorite of the shoot.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Kids are easy to photograph. Just 
wind them up and have your camera 
ready to catch that one image that 
defines the moment.  This one did 
just that. I just love this image that I 
shot for a friend of mine, and it’s one 
that will probably sit on their mantle 
forever. 
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This was day one of 
owning a dSLR and I 
guess it’s what hooked me 
on taking photography up 
as a hobby.  Since I get 
free access to Photoshop 
and Lightroom, I decided 
to check it out and made 
this – a high-key image of 
my niece.  I didn’t know 
what a high-key image 
was back then but I liked 
it… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’m not that good at landscapes but I try. This is a composite of a seascape that I rushed to the beach at 
4:00am to take as the full-moon set into the Pacific in February of last year. 
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I can’t help but include 
this one.  It’s a macro 
shot of my cat that I took 
with the Nikon 200mm 
Micro-Nikkor.  Ken 
Rockwell said, “if you 
can find this lens, buy 
it.” Boy was he right. 
The sharpness out of this 
lens is impeccable.  It’s 
one of my favorite lenses 
to shoot with and the 
contrast of the green 
eyes against his white 
coat really made this 
image.  I hope it does 
well at the Fair but 
Rupert’s going to be 
tough to beat I think. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Being at the right place at the right 
time is essential for a photo-
grapher.  I just love the image of the 
momma gorilla trying to get the baby 
to stand.  I could have cleaned-up the 
straw but I felt that it added a bit of 
rawness to the photo.  The details 
that processing in Black and White 
enhanced really made the image 
remarkable.   
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

My goodness, it’s already June.  I don’t 
know where the time goes.  

For Mother’s day Jo received a Nixplay 
Electronic Photo Frame.  I have seen photo 
frames before and I wasn't very impressed.  I 
must admit Nixplay really surprised me.  We 
can upload photos to a playlist cloud and the 
frame will display them, or we can receive 
photos from our family via a Nixplay e-mail 
address and they will post on a playlist, and 
show on the frame.   

You can personalize your Nixplay to receive 
and play images the way you want them to be.  
We set up our display time, transition time, and 
show the latest images first. It starts its display 
when it detects motion and goes to sleep after 
five minutes, if no motion is detected.   Once an 
image is received, it moves into a playlist, and 
onto the frame.  Nixplay required us to pre-
select which e-mail addresses could send 

images. This avoids getting any unwanted 
images uploaded to the frame. The frame then 
flashes a message that new images have been 
loaded.  

I had a few issues on the setup and I called 
Nixplay’s help desk.  It was a very positive 
experience.  Every question I had was answered 
in detail, and then they followed up the next day 
to make sure my issues were resolved.  Once I 
had to set up a phone call from them at PST and 
that worked very well.  I requested a pdf of the 
operating instructions and got it within minutes.  
Nixplay is a good company and they have an 
excellent product.  

This is a really a good and convenient way 
to display a group of your pictures. To get more 
information on Nixplay and all its features, go 
to www.nixplay.com. 
 

We’ll talk again in July. 

 
  

 
 
I wonder who’s taking the picture (and not running)? Of course, if the bear’s serious, the guy falling 
down with the tripod and long lens looks like he’s the one who will “save” the others.  
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Programs and Coming Events 
Dee Elwin 

 
By the time this issue of Poly Speaks 

comes out, those of us who have passed the 
first tier of judging for the Fair will know the 
results of the second tier. It's a fun evening to 
attend the Photographers’ Reception and after 
checking out our own photos, to see how our 
friends in Poly or other clubs have done. I 
always feel a great sense of pride when one of 
our members has a beautiful ribbon hanging 
next to their image. 
 
 
June 6 – Competition  

June’s Project theme is “Infinity,” and 
coming up in July is “Upside Down.” Some 
images are well-suited to being turned upside-
down – particularly water reflections. 
However, try others. You may be pleasantly 
surprised by the results. 

Our judge for this month will be Paul 
Shilling. Paul is a Research Scientist in the 
Psychiatry Department at UCSD working 
closely with several research groups to better 
understand the mechanisms underlying 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder with the 
goal of improving drug treatments for these 
brain disorders.   

He developed his passion for photography 
as a graduate student and now specializes in 
fine art nature and travel photography. Paul 
and his wife, Lesley, own Shilling Productions 
where together they sell his photography and 
her unique jewelry. He has exhibited his award 
winning photography in many local 
competitions and shows. His images have been 
published in the book, “San Diego’s North 
County Coast: A Photographic Portrait” and 
in “Nature’s Best” magazine. 

Paul is a former member of Polyphoto and 
former high-points winner. 

You can view some of his work on his web 
site at www.shillingphoto.com. 

 

June 20  – Workshop, at the Photo Arts 
Building.  “Small World” 

Diane Patterson and Josi Ross will be 
presenting this workshop. Small World (but 
not plants or bugs) will be based on their 
beautiful and creative photography of small 
things. Diane and Josi are very good teachers 
for workshops and demonstrations of their 
photography and this should give us some fun 
new ideas to play with. Check out Poly's web 
page for more details. 

 
NANPA Report (continued) 

Continuing with the workshops I attended 
at the NANPA Summit held in San Diego in 
February, I'd like to share a few tips from Ellen 
Anon. Her talk was on Optimizing for Impact 
– How to look at your image and decide what 
is needed to improve it. She basically said the 
same things that we hear from our judges, but 
repetition is a good learning tool. 

We must identify the background and the 
subject. She said to think of the subject as the 
“leading actor” and the background as the 
“supporting actors”. You must have a clear 
subject in mind when shooting. 

Ask yourself: What is the overall energy of 
the image? Do your eyes go to the subject? 
Where should you increase or decrease 
energy? How is the subject placement? How is 
the lighting? Do you have lines, shapes, 
textures or details? 

To increase overall energy, add contrast, 
luminosity or clarity. To decrease overall 
energy, remove or minimize distractions, crop 
and add a vignette, decrease tonal or color 
contrast or decrease detail with a paint 
program. 

She has written a very inexpensive book 
called “See It!” that goes into more detail than 
I've given. 

More to come next month.  
Happy Shooting!   Dee 

 


