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From the Editor 
 

This month, our “Featured Photographer” is 
Marietta Baginsky, a long time Poly member, and 
a self-proclaimed “old school” photo artist who 
mainly uses traditional style modifications in her 
digital post-processing.  

While the images she has selected and her 
commentary show us what a wide range of 
subjects interest her, I have always been most 
impressed by her sensitive pictures of everyday 
people in their home environments. There always 
seems to be a sense-of-place that elevates them 
above simple portraits. Maybe that’s because of 
her own worldly experiences living in foreign 
countries in less-than-opulent circumstances. 
There’s nothing like personal experience to help 
form our artistic outlook. 

 
I think it’s fascinating to watch how 

technology keeps making it easier and easier to 
carry a camera with you all the time. It’s still easy 
for those of us who are “serious” photographers 
to look down on those others holding their smart 
phones aloft at almost any event or photogenic 
scene as snapshooters with no artistic talent.  

But computer and software capabilities and 
robotic-like operation seems to be helping them 
close the gap. They can make “Lightroom” type 
changes directly in their smart phones or iPads to 
enhance their pictures; or have the software do it 
automatically. There are even Apps to tell them 
where to point the camera; so we’ll probably stop 
seeing cut-off heads or too much sky.  

And now, there is starting to be this kind of 
technology for us! Sony already has a lens/sensor 
combination for smart phones (albeit with 
somewhat limited capabilities). Olympus has a 
smart phone/ tablet camera attachment that has a 
16-megapixl (4/3) sensor and interchangeable 
(standard Olympus) lenses. Imagine studio 
photography with one of these attached to your 
iPad (as the viewer and controller). 

We keep hearing about self-driving, robotic 
cars, how about a robotic fashion photographer? 

A photo shoot run by the art director. It looks like 
the models do most of the work anyway. 

The bottom line here is that we need to focus 
on the Art of the Photograph. I don’t think there 
will be a robot that will be able to accomplish the 
creation of a work of art for a very long time. Of 
course, if we let the academics and modern art 
critics take over fine art photography, it might not 
be so long after all. 

 
Last month, a Poly member had an experience 

that got me to wondering about “stolen” images. 
With the capabilities inherent in our digital world, 
its pretty easy for the unscrupulous to download a 
digital file from the internet, or take a picture of a 
picture; and process it to get an acceptable small 
print or low-fidelity “original” file of their own.  

The incident that started me along this line of 
thinking occurred when some stranger accused 
our member (through an email) of copying/ 
stealing his image, by exhibiting a copy of his 
picture in this year’s San Diego Fair Exhibition. 
She knew she had not, so she refused to comply 
with his ever-increasing demands for more 
information. That prompted me to remember an 
article called “How to Steal a Picture” that I read 
a while ago about another new scam. 

As you know, copyright law says that the 
creator of a work of art has the exclusive rights to 
its use, whether or not the particular image has 
been registered with the US Copyright Office. So 
the scammer says that he owns the copyright for 
“his” picture, and he will sue if you don’t prove 
the picture belongs to you. He asks for data about 
how the picture was taken, and for the metadata 
to show details. He then asks to see the original 
camera file. If you send it to him, he will now 
have a high-fidelity file of your original image, 
and you won’t hear from him again; because he 
can now use your picture for anything he wants. 

To conclude this story, let me pass on some 
advice a friend (who is a lawyer) gave me, 
“Whenever someone threatens to sue you, ignore 
him until you actually see papers from a court.”
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Photographer of the Month – Marietta Baginsky 
While these days photography has moved to introducing more creativity in the pictures, thanks to 

the use of a number of new tools to manipulate the pictures, I still follow the old school of showing 
what the camera saw, with the minimum adjustments, like removing distracting objects or correcting 
exposure and sharpness.  In general, my pictures are not planned, my photographs are what we may 
call opportunistic. e.g. I shoot what is there at that moment, especially true for flowers, spiders and 
insects, whose details I try to capture, and occasionally some people. Born in Germany, a daughter of a 
prestigious physician who lost his position with Hitler.  We then moved to Chile and ultimately the 
United States.  
 
People.   When photographing people, I look for feelings and expressions that communicate something 
to me, whether it is happiness, sadness, shyness, etc. When we moved to Chile not knowing the 
language, leaving mostly everything behind, and finding 
there was no professional reciprocity with Germany, we 
soon discovered with sadness what poverty was.   
 
“So Lonely and Sad” (on the Cover) 

In my traveling through Latin America, Europe and Asia 
I saw many happy children, but my eyes tended to stop and 
see the sad ones.  An example is that little girl we saw 
sitting on the rocks outside one of the temple ruins in 
Cambodia.  Her face is still vivid in my mind!  

 
 
 
 

 
“Lady of the Beautiful Hat” 

While visiting Central and South 
America, I enjoyed most mixing with the 
natives of the area and being able to talk 
with them in their own language.  Just the 
surprise of having a “gringa” talking to them 
in Spanish made them feel at ease.  The lady 
shown in this picture was very shy, but I got 
a hint of a smile out of her when I praised 
her hat, and I loved it! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
September, 2015 Page 4 

 
 

Architecture.  Because Chile is a strongly Catholic country, I was baptized Catholic, and placed in a 
boarding school where we had to attend mass and other services daily. Bored, I spent most of my time 
looking around and taking in any piece of art I could. (I even enjoyed the bats flying around during the 
evening services). After meeting Michael, an architect by profession, we went to Europe several times 
and spent extensive hours visiting diverse Cathedrals and other churches, where I really enjoyed 
the benefit of Michael’s explanations.  

 
 
 
“Octagon Lantern at Ely 
Cathedral” 
I found the architecture 
and decor in several of 
the churches we visited 
mind boggling.  Shown 
here is a picture of Ely 
Cathedral, (y.1322), with 
emphasis on its 
famous wooden Octagon 
Lantern.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Late Evening in Pisac (Perú)”  
This photograph shows an alley in 
Pisac (Peru).  When visiting several 
countries in Latin America, I pretty 
much felt at home in the rather 
humble areas of the towns where I 
visited with the friendly and down 
to earth working class people. 
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Animals.   
“Night Orb Weaver” 
Usually my eyes follow 
the “little guys” (some 
birds, rodents, insects 
and, specially spiders, 
which I love).  In 
Chile, as a little girl, I 
used to catch flies that I 
fed to spiders hidden in 
the cracks in the patio 
walls.  I am fascinated 
by the thousands of 
different species of 
spiders, their variation 
in size, shape and life 
style, etc. Fascinating 
are their webs made of 
the unique and stron-
gest thread known. Be-
cause of my frequent 
spider pictures, at the 
Darkroomers club 
some people called me “The Spider Lady.” Above is a nocturnal orb weaver, which I photographed at 
midnight, next to my garage light.) 

Landscapes.    I do not photograph many landscapes, but a view of the “Salinas de Maras,” located in 
the Valley of the Incas at about 40 Km. N. of Cuzco could not be missed.  The salt ponds, constructed 
as a complicated system of small terraces of about four square meters each and about 50 centimeters 
deep receives water with a very high-salt-content from a subterranean stream. Salt is collected as the 
water evaporates. Interesting is the fact that a number of people each own one of the terraces, the salt 
from which he/she harvests. 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

There still a few of us around who 
remember when Richard Pasturcazk began the 
“Project of the Month” competition.  What 
Richard wanted the Project of the Month to 
accomplish was to get Poly members to go out 
and take pictures.  Richard's idea was to 
randomly select eleven theme projects, one for 
each competition month of the year.  

At the end of the year, Poly members would 
be asked to think of a project subject, and write 
it down on a slip of paper. The entries were 
collected, placed in a hat, and eleven would be 
pulled from the hat.  The first one would be 
January’s project, the second one, February’s 
project, and so on until we had one project for 
each month.  Richard set up the project 
completion with one rule, all entries had to be 
taken in the current year.  That rule has never 
changed.   

I mention this because last month, I 
overheard that some members may be using 
images created prior to the current year, doing a 
little Photoshop and entering the images as new 
in Project of the Month competition.  I am sure 
this is just a misunderstanding of the rule for the 
Project competition and this explanation will 
clear up the issue. 

One last thought about Projects, when we 
started the Project of the Month competition we 
never had our judges comment on the entries.  
We just had the judges pick the 1st and 2nd 
place.  The Project was never meant to be a 
separate competition.  It was just a way to 
encourage us to spend a little quality time with 
our cameras.  The idea was if you wanted your 
project image judged, then you could enter it in 
the regular monthly competition.  You can still 
do that now. On the other hand, it would be 
educational to hear why the judge picked the 
winning images and his/her opinion about how 
they fit into the assigned subject. 

 
In October, we will need to vote for a new 

club President and Vice President (who is also 
the primary coordinator of activities). The 
nominating committee is already busy selecting 
candidates and twisting arms.  

Alan and Darlene will be termed out at the 
end of this year.  I want to thank Alan for the 
excellent job he has done as Poly President and 
offer special thanks to Darlene for a job well 
done in selecting an excellent, diverse array of 
Activities.  
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SCACC News – September 2015 
 

Some of you may have noticed the 
construction trailer parked adjacent to PAB and 
taking up a whole row of parking ! Les found 
out that it is housing contractors for elevator 
“modernization” in the park. (Haven’t you seen 
the elevator at PAB?) It is unknown how long it 
will be there. Nothing we can do, but thought 
folks may be curious.  

 
On Saturday 9/26/15, the Global Photo 

Walk is back! A group will be meeting at PAB 
at 9:30am to join the Global Photo Walk with a 
“Balboa Park Photo Walk”. The 500px Fujifilm 
Global Photo Walk is an annual worldwide 
event where thousands of photographers come 
together on the same day to celebrate their local 
communities through their love for 
photography. Photos taken during the photo 
walks can be shared, enjoyed, and discussed on 
500px web site. Poly photo is invited to join. 
The theme of this year’s walk is “Explore With 
Friends.” Grab whatever camera you want 
(DSLR, mobile phone, point-and-shoot) and 
join in the fun!  

 
Poly is scheduled to host John Watts’ 

workshop on Wed.9/9, and Larry Vogel’s 
workshop on Thurs.11/12. Thank you Jeff 

Booher, Michael Fairbanks, Robin Stern and 
Joan Harris for volunteering to host. 
(Remember, if you’re interested in attending in 
the future, volunteers also benefit by getting to 
participate in the workshop for free.) These are 
valuable workshops for the community and 
bring welcome funds to SCACC.  

 
Interclub is the vehicle in which four 

SCACC clubs (Poly, Photo Nats, Darkroomers, 
and Fallbrook) compete bi-monthly. Many of 
you have won Interclub ribbons but do you 
know what’s behind those? Interclub evenings 
at the PAB are lots of fun. The Interclub Chair 
position is becoming available Nov 1. Mark 
Whitbeck has done a stellar job and has it down 
to a science. Volunteers are integral to 
successful clubs. Anyone interested? Please let 
Mary Anderson (andersonmarye7@gmail.com) 
know if you need more info and/or interested in 
the position. Thanks! 
 

SCACC is the governing body of the photo 
clubs that meet at the PAB, plus Fallbrook, 
which is offsite. The next SCACC meeting is 
Tuesday, September 2 at 7pm. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Quote of the Month – 
 

 “The task is not so much to see what no one has seen, but think [and show] what no one yet has thought 
about that which everybody sees.”  

– Schopenhauer 
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Programs and Coming Events 
Dee Elwin 

 
After her presentation on Contemporary 

Photography in July, Amanda Dahlgren 
graciously invited the workshop participants to a 
free docent tour, led by her, at the MOPA in the 
park.  Last Saturday, after the workshop, seven 
of us met for the tour.  It made me realize how 
little I know about what’s going on (and has 
gone on) in the world of photography.  Many 
very different and unusual displays made me 
realize how much more can be done with 
photography than just shooting a landscape.  
Have you heard of camera-less photography?  
There’s even an intriguing exhibit that uses a 
live action camera to capture and display your 
image using hundreds of tiny photographs.  I 
encourage you to visit MOPA.  It may expand 
your ideas of what photography is all about. 

  August brought two very different 
workshops.  Steve Cirone showed how to catch 
those wonderful bird and bug shots he’s known 
for.  He shared camera settings and some of the 
equipment and techniques he uses to get those 
beautiful images.   

Les and Mary Anderson drew our attention 
to the skies with their Night Skies presentation.  
Their workshop was packed with so much 
information on camera settings, lenses and 
necessary equipment to have a successful night 
shoot, that we were grateful to have a handout.  
They also shared with us many aps that make 
tracking the sun and moon over particular 
locations very easy and helpful.  The Andersons 
are becoming popular presenters for many other 
clubs and organizations. 

 
September 5 – Competition  

Illusion is the Project theme for the 
September competition.  I always look forward to 
the various interpretations of each month’s Project, 
but this one should prove to be fairly challenging. 

Our judge for this month will be Teresa 
Jackson.  She judged for us last year, and you 
can see samples of her work on the “Orchard 
View Color” website at: 
www.orchardviewcolor.com 

Theresa has nearly thirty years experience in 
graphic arts production and design. She was first 
exposed to digital editing and retouching in 
1989. 

Since then, she has worked at the forefront of 
this constantly-evolving industry, enabling her to 
develop and expound upon her photographic arts 
skills. Her fine art photography is displayed 
regularly at locations throughout San Diego 
County. She is an Adobe Community 
Professional, owns Orchard View Color, a 
graphic design business, and teaches Digital 
Darkroom through UCSD Extension. Theresa is 
also a regular columnist for Sign of the Times 
magazine, and is a two-time Guru Award 
Winner (Artistic category, 2010, 2012) from 
Photoshop World. 

Next month (on October 17), Theresa will 
conduct a Poly workshop on iPhonography. She 
gave this talk at the Fair and I heard great 
reviews. 

 
On September 19, Nick Agelidis will 

demonstrate various editing and organizing 
techniques in Light Room.  He plans on making 
this an interactive workshop and will be taking 
your questions some time before the workshop 
day. 

 
Poly’s trip to Bishop is coming up on 

October 23, 24, 25 & 26.  So far, 20 members 
and spouses are planning on going.  The Eastern 
Sierra presents such diverse landscapes that it’s 
sure to have something for everyone.  It’s not too 
late to join us.  Just contact me. 

 
Speaking of landscapes, the May 2015 issue 

of “Outdoor Photographer” had an article that 
caught my eye – “Psych 101.  To help you make 
landscape photos that resonate, we deconstruct 
the psychological baggage humans bring to a 
scene.” 

Research shows that roughly two-thirds of 
our decision-making process is driven by 
unconscious processes.  It is possible these come 
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from evolution.  We have basic needs: to find 
nourishment, shelter from weather, and refuge 
from predators and enemies.  So, we are drawn 
to landscapes that fulfill those needs. 

A biology professor said that we like 
undulating landscapes that give us the 
opportunity to hike to the top of a hill and check 
out the surroundings.  We also like landscapes 
that invite exploration – where we feel we can 
walk right into the picture and walk along the 
path or stream in the image. 

Desert landscapes are more successful if they 
show water or blooms.  Winter landscapes 
should show warm light or a sunny day.  Women 

usually prefer lush green landscapes with 
flowering and fruiting plants.  Men prefer scenes 
that invite exploration and look like rich hunting 
grounds.  We also like an element of mystery 
that allows us to imagine a story about the 
image. 

Appealing landscapes often have two large 
rocks or trees on either side with a more distant 
view revealed in between those elements.  The 
viewer feels concealed from danger but is 
allowed a distant view (in safety). 

Hopefully you have access to this magazine 
to read the entire article for more detailed 
explanations. 

 
 
 
 
 

A Different Nature Exhibition at the Ordover Gallery 
 

The fall slot usually occupied at the 
Ordover Gallery’s “Best of Nature” 
Exhibition in the Natural History Museum 
has a different nature exhibition this year. 
“Butterflies and Insects” runs from 
September 19, 2015 to January 11, 2016. 

Twenty-four award-winning wildlife 
photographers come together to display 
works that cele-
brate the gift of 
flight and depict 
majestic creatures 
in their natural 
habitats. 

These 70 
images capture 
the detail of the 
bilaterally-
symmetrical 
butterfly, as well 
as other insects 
and their arthro-
pod relatives. 
Butterflies are seen as a multicultural symbol 
of the beauty. Insects, on the other hand, are 
often met with slight prejudice and 
annoyance, but most are harmless and 
actually beneficial. 

Insects make up one of the most diverse 
groups of animals on the planet, including 
more than 1 million described species and 
representing more than half of all known 
living organisms. These photographic works 
capture the beauty and splendor of nature’s 
smallest citizens. Enjoy what these talented 
photographers have done with nature’s 

genetic paint-
brushes, truly 
works of art. 

“Butterflies 
and Insects” is 
presented in the 
Ordover Gallery 
on Level 4 of the 
San Diego Natural 
History Museum.  

Visitors are 
invited to attend 
the opening 
reception on 
Saturday, 

September 19 from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM, 
which is open to the public and free of 
charge. 
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Poly Exchange  (For Sale) 
 
1. Nikon Nikkor AF 70-210mm 1:4-5.6 – $ 60.00 

Lens made in Japan; very good condition; with both caps and retractable rubber lens hood.  
2. Nikon Nikkor AF 35-70mm 1:2.8 – $ 120.00 

Lens made in Japan; very good condition; with both lens caps. Built in Macro ring extension. 
3. Vintage Nikon Prime lens (Manual Focus) Nikkor Q-135mm 1:2 – $ 30.00 

Lens made in Japan very good condition - Excellent for portraits. 
Package of all three lenses : $200.00 
 

Also for sale: 
Panasonic Lumix -DMC - LX3  10.1 Megapixels Digital Camera – $ 50.00 
Excellent condition/with original package and manual. 
Plus: Battery, Battery charger, USB and audio cables and Carrying case 
 

I recently downsized from Nikon to Micro 4/3 Olympus E-M1. I am selling some of my Nikon lens 
inventory. Contact Ernesto Corte – ecorte@ymail.com 
 
 
Photo Paper for All Canon Inkjet printers in packages of 20 sheets 8.5" x 11". 
     One package of Pro Platinum, 80 lb.,  PT-101 
     Three packages of Photo Paper Plus Glossy, 72 lb,  
     One package of Photo Paper Plus Glossy II, 69 lb. PP-201 
     One package of Photo Paper Pro II, 65 lb  PR-201 
 

All the above papers for $50 or best offer. 
 

Printer Ink Set for these two Canon printers:  i9900, and iP8500. 
     One BCI-6 Multi-Pack of 8 Individual Ink Tanks 13 ml ea. –  $25 or best offer. 
 

Contact Richard Fay – richard.stevenson.fay@gmail.com  or  415-309-9307 and leave a message. 
 


