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“Coastline” –  by Ani Sakar           

 
Don’t forget to see the Photo Exhibition at the 

Fair this week (it’s almost over).
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From the Editor 
 

This month, our featured photographer is Ani 
Sakar. Ani is a relatively new member and some 
of you don’t know her yet. But I am confident 
that you will soon. The images that we have seen 
from her in our monthly competitions and the 
ones that she has chosen to show us and discuss 
in this issue make it obvious that she a a talented 
photographer.  

Her combination of images and commentary 
also indicate that she has sense of awareness of 
her feelings about the scene she is viewing, and 
good artistic skills to enable the creation of 
images that communicate to the viewer. 

 
Clark’s discussion about our monthly 

competition requirements and limits reminded 
me of some of the things I have been thinking 
about too. After six months experience, I also 
think that it’s time to consider a few changes.  

Thr rule that bothers me the most is the way 
points for our year-end awards are allocated. The 
requirement to have separate high-points awards 
for Category 1 and for Category 2 acts against 
what I think is one of Poly’s primary goals and 
founding principles.  

Poly was not founded to be just a social 
group to enable interractions among avid 
photographers, or to organize and operate photo 
competitions. It was also created to help us to 
improve our skills, and find new challenges and 
ideas, and grow as artists. And judging by our 
members’ successes in local exhibitions (like the 
San Diego Fair), we have done a pretty good job 
(so far).  

Personally, I believe that the high-points 
competitions are more important than selecting 
the “Best of the Year.” That’s because they 
represent excellence in a whole body of work, 
exhibited over the course of a year, and selected 
by many different judges. “Best of the Year” 
rewards only one, single image.  

So, if someone is serious about his/her total 
scores over the course of a year, he/she will do 
the best if his/her entries always go into the same 
category. Any entries not in his/her usual 
competition category will directly subtract from 

the total high points count in the primary 
category.  That limiting option often discourges 
reaching out to explore new subjects, approaches, 
methods, and new post-processing ideas.  

For example, if a competitor participated all 
his/her images in Cat1, and got all sevens, his/her 
total score for the year (after dropping the two 
lowest months) would be – 

7-points x 18-images (Cat1)  = 126 
 

If somone got all nines, and entered only four 
images in Cat2 and all the rest in Cat1, his/her 
total score for the year (after dropping the two 
lowest months) would be –  

9-points x 14-images (Cat1) = 126 
9-points x 4-images (Cat2) =   36 
Total high points score (18-images) = 162 
 

So if our 7-pointer got only one eight, he 
would have more “high points” in Cat1 than this 
competitor who got all nines. So our 9-pointer 
would have a strong incentive to not experiment 
with Cat2 images.  

I strongly oppose this kind of built-in 
negative motivation because it inhibits 
experimentation, growth, and advancement.  

So I recommend that we institute a third high 
points award class for the winner of the 
combined Cat1 and Cat2 score. That would not 
effect any of the present monthly competition 
procedures; and it would only complicate our 
score keeper’s job a little. 

I also think we should add some limits that 
would prevent a participant from winning a Cat1 
or Cat2 award and also winning a combined total 
award. For example, we could add a participation 
requirement (such as “a combined winner must 
have entered at least 5 images in his non-prime 
category”). Or we could use a simple prohibition 
(“if you win the Cat1 or Cat2 award, you are not 
eligible for the combined award”).  

I have decided to raise this issue now so that 
there will be sufficient time for a more general 
discussion, and have a vote to make it effective 
for the 2017 competition year. So talk to others, 
and let me know what you think; and I’ll publish 
your comments in the next issue of Poly Speaks. 
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Musings from the President 
 

 
Category 2 had more entrants in June than in 

previous months.  This is encouraging news.  It 
means more members are leaving the proverbial 
box and exploring other creative endeavors.  
Most of us have plug-ins or programs of some 
kind that offer some fun alternatives.  It isn’t 
necessary to create an alien world, or some 
supernatural scene.  Baby steps are needed to 
build up to creating those types of images. 

How to begin?  Consider using an image that 
may be a bit soft, or otherwise not quite up-to-
par for competition.  Textures may give it an 
interesting and totally different look.  Topaz and 
onOne are two editing programs that have a 
large selection of textures.  If you don’t have 
texture plug-ins, make your own!  Use a point 
and shoot or your cell phone camera.  Wherever 
you go, be on the lookout for rusty mailboxes, 
interesting tree bark, fabric, old wood or 
concrete patterns and stains.  Make it a project 
to create a folder of various textures.  You’ll 
soon learn what works and what doesn’t (high 
contrast usually isn’t good).   

If any of you would like to share how you 
use textures, please send the info for me to 
forward.  Otherwise, I’ll be on the lookout for 
easy (free) tutorials on getting started with 
textures to share with you. 

Aside from textures, try gradient mapping to 
add interesting color tones to an image.  Don’t 
forget Blend Modes.  Both Textures and Blend 
Modes were topics at Poly’s June 17th 
Presentation.  If you missed that workshop and 
you’d like information on these two topics, you 
can try contacting Josi Ross or Jim Mildice.  
(Thanks also to Bill G-A for sharing his Photo 
Tips and Tricks.) 

Nick Agelidis is still pedaling across the 
States as part of a group raising money for 
Multiple Sclerosis.  It’s fun to follow his 
progress and marvel at the stamina these cyclists 
have to make a 90-mile ride in one day!  Did 
you notice that there are quite a few women on 
this amazing adventure?  I will continue to post 
his emails as I receive them. 

Diane Marinos has four images currently on 
exhibit in the La Jolla Library.  This exhibit will 
be on display until mid-August or longer. 

Paul Shilling has an image published in the 
current issue of  “Nature’s Best Photography” 
magazine.  He told me that this is the same 
image that was REJECTED at this year’s Fair!  

 
Happy Shooting! 
-dee 

 
 

 
 
Dedicated to some (unnamed) Poly Speaks contributors 
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Photographer of the Month – Ani Sakar 
   
“Coastline” (full Size on the cover) 
“If there is magic on this planet, it is 
contained in water.” – Loren Eiseley 
My starting point in photography was abstract 
images. At that time, I was using my camera 
for documenting the bird sightings. I found 
my first muse in water while taking pictures 
of wintering shorebirds. I was immediately 
attracted to the opportunity to create fine art 
using photographic techniques. Since then I 
have been creating an ever-growing series of 
waterscapes showing ripples and reflections 
and everything in between. The series is 
called “Pintura Fresca.” This particular 
image is a reflection of a small fishing pier on 
a blue-sky day. Many of my friends see a 
coastline in this image. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Black Dog”  
I am a neuroscience researcher. In my non-photographer life, I study the extraordinary variations 
of the human brains with a focus on mental health. I saw this cardboard art of the lone westerner 
and his dog in a motel in Arizona. This photo was taken early morning but I was so intrigued by 
the crescent moon that I edited the photo using technique reminiscent of what the earlier 
filmmaker used to call “day for night”. I used the yellow light to show the inside of the room 
while keeping white moon to indicate the outside. Under the yellow light, the man looked sad 
with his head turning downwards. I adjusted the light so that the dog becomes just visible. I call 
this image “Black Dog” the other name for depression, a debilitating mental illness. 
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“Fast food”  
When I first came to San 
Diego, my bird counts went 
all-time high. Coming from 
the other side of the world, 
there were many unknown 
species to see for the first 
time. Like hummingbirds. 
Over the past few years, I 
have taken thousands of 
hummingbird shots but this 
image is a personal favorite. 
I saw this hummingbird 
occasionally coming by the 
small purple flowers. I liked 
the color and wanted that in 
my composition. The image 

was taken in the middle of the day. It took me a lot of sunscreen, water, and patience to get this 
image but I am happy that I could use the natural light in this composition.  
 

“Homeward bound” 
No longer a serious birder but I still enjoy watching birds. One of my favorite bird watching 
spots is Bosque del Apache in New Mexico. During the winter, many birders and photographers 
go there to see the cranes and the geese. But the refuge offers terrific opportunity to watch 
resident non-migratory birds in the off-season too. We saw this group of ibis flying fast over a 
mountain range in the late spring. This image was probably taken an hour before the sunset.  
Luckily for me, the afternoon storm clouds created an amazing background. 
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“Music for a cause” 
This shot was taken inside a historic hotel near Death Valley National Park. They had a small 
green box set up to collect donations. The room was poorly lit making this a difficult shot. As 
there was not enough space for a tripod I shot this image handheld with an astronomical ISO 
setting. I had fun correcting the noise while keeping enough details to see the final narrative (or 
the musical). We made a small donation there and had free coffee. I consider this as my best 
work from 2016. 
 

“Swallowtail 
Butterfly” 
I want to conclude 
this write-up with 
this swallowtail 
butterfly image. 
This was taken last 
spring at the 
butterfly exhibit in 
the San Diego 
Wild Animal Park. 
Like many other 
photographers, I 
try hard to achieve 
a unique perspec-
tive for the images 
that I take. In the 

exhibit, over the years, I tried different lenses, different angles, faster shutter speed and the 
slowest of butterflies and I was never happy with the outcome. Finally, one time I noticed that 
there was a plaque made of thick textured semi-transparent plastic or plexiglass. The butterflies 
were flying close to it, sometimes even sitting on it. I saw this swallowtail butterfly from the 
other side and loved the lighting and the hint of colors of all flowers, leaves and everything else.  
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

June marked six months that Poly has 
been using the two-category system for its 
monthly judging. We’re far enough along now 
to get an idea of how it’s working, and if we 
need to make improvements. I think we do! 
Here’s my list of what I think are necessary 
improvements for your consideration. 

 
The first item on my list of fixes would be 

the “high points competition.”  
When the original rules for the high points 

awards were written, Poly wanted to count all 
the points earned. If the image was digital, 
film, black and white or color, it made no 
difference.  All points were added to the total 
for the year.   

Somehow, Poly has gotten away from this 
basic rule.  Now, high points are being 
separated by our two categories. While this 
allows more people to get awards, the 
unintended consequence of this system is that 
it discourages experimentation and growth as 

artists. When competing for high points, it 
discourages participants from trying new 
approaches and subjects that would put their 
picture into the “other” category.  We need 
the points from both categories counted 
together. This will allow our members to 
move freely between category one and 
category two, and still compete for high 
points.  

 
The second item on my list is getting all 

members on the same page in understanding 
the difference between category one and 
category two.  It is really very simple; 
category one has restrictions on the amount of 
post processing that can be used. The only 
restriction for category two is that it must start 
with one of your own photographs. It does not 
have additional restrictions of any kind.     

 
Talk to you next month,  
Clark

 
 
 

 
 

Considering Creativity – 
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Programs and Coming Events 
Josi Ross  & Barbara Fletcher 

 

June 3 – Competition 
PROJECT – “Triptych” Remember, this is a 
three-panel presentation of related, different, 
individual images. Google it if you want to see 
some examples. 

Our judge for this month will be Monica 
Royal. Here’s a 
little about her, in 
her own words. 

“I am fortunate 
enough to be living 
my dream. A career 
in Fine Art Photo-
graphy allows me 
to listen and be 
heard at the same 
time. I ‘listen’ to 
the subjects I 
photograph, and then I feel like it allows me to 
convey something and be ‘heard’ by the 
viewer.”  

Monica is a full-service provider of artwork 
as well as an esteemed photographic educator 
within the professional photography industry. 
She works with interior designers, art 
consultants, and other resellers to complete any 
design project with flair and elegance. She 
teaches courses on macro photography and she 
speaks nationally. Her unique and innovative 
macro photography techniques have separated 
her from other macro artists. Her enthusiasm 
and her talented teaching ability make it easy 
for her private students to learn and grow their 
art skills as well as their businesses.  

From building art packages to professional 
installation, “Monica Royal Fine Art 
Photography” provides artwork to the 
healthcare, hospitality, government, and 
corporate industries. She also serves private 
collectors and those interested in commissions 
for custom original photography. 

You can see samples of her work and learn 
more about her on her web site at: 
www.monicaroyal.com 

 

July 15 – Shooting the Solar 
Eclipse; by Les and Mary Anderson, at 
the PAB. 
BE PREPARED! The USA will be witness to a 
total solar eclipse on August 21st of this year.  

For the very best shots, travel to the area of 
totality (a partial eclipse will still be visible and 
fun to shoot here in San Diego). But don’t even 

try to photograph this without attending Les 
and Mary Anderson’s “Shooting the Solar 
Eclipse” presentation. They will teach you 
everything you need to know to get the best 
shots and keep your eyes and lenses safe. 

 
   

July 29 – Torrey Pines Reserve 
shoot.  
Time to become one with nature – and possibly 
get that Art in Nature shot (September’s project 
theme). Put on your hiking shoes and enjoy the 
ocean breeze at Torrey Pines Park.  

Kim Signoret-Paar will lead us on an easy 
hike on a beautiful summer day. Get some 
great shots, enjoy the fresh air and have fun 
with your fellow Poly photogs. 

Contact Kim about the meeting place and 
time at: kim@signoretpaar.com 

  


