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From the Editor
Congratulations to all of you. The final 

count for the Photo Exhibition at the San 
Diego County Fair shows that 28 Poly 
members have hung 117 images in the Public 
Exhibition. That’s almost 10% of the total 
images that were accepted from over 4000 
entries. Those numbers are also a testimony 
to all our members who help to create an 
environment that promotes photographic 
excellence through participation in our 
organization and its activities.  

Our Featured Photographer this month is 
Bill Gracey. From his great success in Poly 
competitions with nature-type images, I had 
mistakenly concluded he was mostly a nature 
photographer. But seeing the images with 
which he has been winning more recently, 
and now seeing the pictures that are his 
personal favorites, I see that I couldn’t have 
been more wrong. His wide range of 
interests, his sense of humor, and the 
excellence in all types of photography have 
made me admire him even more. I’m sure 
you will feel the same.  

The other big news this 
month is the buzz about 
Photoshop’s new business 
model, wherein they will 
move all their Creative Suite 
Applications to their 
subscription-based Creative 
Cloud, to be available on-
line. 

This can impact all of us 
who use Photoshop, both 
from a cost and operational 
point-of-view. We discuss 
more of the details in the 
Photoshop article this month.  

I normally have been an “odd number 
upgrader” for Photoshop. That is, CS3 – CS5 
– CS7 – etc. This year, I upgraded to CS6 
because of a special new capability (video 
post-processing) that I wanted. Since Adobe 
usually has an 18-month to 2-year major 
upgrade cycle; and an upgrade costs $199, 
upgrading normally costs me $50 to $75 per 

year, depending on the actual major upgrade 
release schedule.  

Even with the “first year discounts” 
(Photoshop for $9.99 per month) for CS6 
owners or NAPP members, it would cost 
$120 for this year to join the Cloud. After 
that, it will be $240 per year (for just the 
single application membership for 
Photoshop). That sounds pretty good for 
Adobe, but not for me!  

On the other hand, paying $19.99 per 
month for a cloud membership will certainly 
help potential new users afford Photoshop. 
The present full, buy-it, entry price of $699 is 
pretty steep by comparison.  

From my own personal viewpoint, I like 
what I have in CS6. I’m barely up to speed 
and comfortable with all of its improvements. 
So I guess I won’t be an “early adopter” for 
Photoshop CC. It won’t hurt to wait until the 
Creative Cloud has a few improvements that 
I personally think are valuable. This may also 
change my threshold about which improve-

ments are actually 
necessary to support my 
approach to my images. 
After all, CS6 just came 
out this year. Adobe also 
says that they will 
continue to sell CS6 and 
support it with minor 
improvements such as raw 
file compatiblity updates. 

There’s also the 
possibility that Adobe will 
discover that this is a bad 
idea. After a few quarters 
of fewer-than-expected 
Creative Cloud 

subscriptions generating less profit than last 
year, they may re-learn the “new coke/classic 
coke” lesson about customer reactions to 
unpopular changes to things they already 
like. Personally, I hope so. Then, perhaps 
they will come around to more consideration 
for their present customers, and offer both the 
buy/upgrade and subscription options.



June, 2013 Page 3 

Featured Photographer of the Month      Bill Gracey 
 
 

“In The Beginning”  – (On the Cover) This photo 
came about one morning when I noticed early 
morning sun shining through a window in my 
kitchen and backlighting a vitamin pill that was 
sitting on the stainless steel sink.  I loved the light 
so I grabbed a tripod and a camera and 
photographed it.  The picture turned out OK, but it 
needed something more, so I tarted it up in 
Photoshop by adding a star field, and a picture of 
the earth from space that I found on the internet. 
As you probably could have predicted, I have a set 
of heavily photoshopped pictures on Flickr at:  
 http://www.flickr.com/photos/9422878@N08/sets
/72157604211983504/ 

 
 
 
 
  

“Karate Bull” – is a picture I took at the Lakeside Rodeo several years ago. I've lived in Lakeside 
since 1985, and try to attend the rodeo every year.  Lately they've been making it difficult for 
photographers with digital SLR's to get in.  It was only after a lot of arguing that I was able to get in 
this year, and I’m not sure I want to go through that again. 
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“Playing Cielito” – came about because I 
have a collection of real stuffed frogs playing 
musical instruments that I acquired over the 
years in Baja.  About a year and a half ago I 
started learning how to light things with off 
camera flash, and one thing led to another. 
My entire collection can be seen on my 
stuffed frog set on Flickr.  Here's that link: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/9422878@N0
8/sets/72157625578441115/  And VOILA! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Saguaro in Infra Red” – is one of my 
infrared pictures.  I got interested in 
infrared about thirteen years ago.  At that 
time I used a Minolta point and shoot with 
an infrared filter.  The filter was so dark 
that all of my pictures from those days 
required a long exposure and a tripod. 
Three or four years ago I bought a 
converted Nikon D50 which is what I use 
now.  With this camera, I can shoot with 
normal shutter speeds.  I love the look of 
infrared, and never get tired of shooting 
it.  I have over 260 infrared pictures out on 
Flickr at this link: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/9422878@
N08/sets/72157600507865146/  
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“Pelican Life Magazine” – is one of several fake editions that I've created over the years.  I first got 
fascinated by pelicans when I started going to Baja on a regular basis in 1977.  With their huge 
pouch and awkward waddle on land, I find them to be kind of comical.  I used some of my wife's 
magazines as the inspiration for the article titles.  All four issues can be found on Flickr in my 
Pelican Life Magazine set http://www.flickr.com/photos/9422878@N08/sets/72157623760809326/ 
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Photoshop – Adobe’s Trying to Change Their World 
By Jim Mildice 
 

I know. This feature was supposed to be 
about “tips and secrets” for actually using 
Photoshop, but Adobe seems to be making a 
big (and important) change in 
their business model; so we are 
deviating from our stated 
objective and discussing it here. 

They have announced that 
sucessive revisions of 
Photoshop (and other Creative 
Suite applications) will be 
released in the Adobe “Creative 
Cloud.” Those will be available 
on line to users who are Creative 
Cloud subscribers.  

They have also stated that 
they will continue to support 
CS6, but all the upgrades we are 
accustomed to seeing on their usual two-year 
cycle will only be availabe in the cloud. So 
don’t expect to see CS7; we will be offered 
“Photoshop CC” (for Creative Cloud) instead.   

Adobe’s current announcements list a 
current subscription for the entire Creative 
Cloud subscription for $49.99 per month. A 
single application (such as Photoshop) is 
$19.99 per month. If you currently own CS6 
or belong to NAPP you can get the full cloud 
for $19.99 per month and the single 
application for $9.99 per month, for the first 
year only.  

Based on reading various reports and the 
Adobe web site, I have come to a few 
conclusions. 

For those of you who are concerned (as I 
am) that you don’t want to do your post 
processing or store your files on line, the 
system does not require that you do that. In 
reviewing Adobe’s FAQ page, it appears that 
they have only adopted the subscription 
model and Cloud storage and access as a 
means of marketing and distributing their 
software. It won’t make much difference in 
how you actually use it. 

For example, when you subscribe to 
Photoshop (or any or all of the other 

applications) you down-load them to your 
own computer, and can operate them as you 
currently do, without accessing the internet. 

You’re actually just “renting” them 
by-the-month.  

I have not seen my own first 
question asked or answered any-
where, but since the Application 
would be resident in my own 
computer, I have tentatively 
concluded that Photoshop CC should 
handle plug-ins the same way that the 
various CS versions do.  

The good part is that you get 
updates as soon as they come out. 
The catch is that your local Applica-
tion software checks with Adobe 
every month (via the internet) and 

disables itself if you have not paid.  
The Applications available in the creative 

cloud are listed in the Table below. 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

Last month I talked about the excellent 
customer service given by Amazon.  I got my 
MasterCard billing statement today and 
Amazon refunded the whole amount of my 
purchase price Scott Kelby's Photoshop CS6 
book. I did buy a new copy and I am using it 
daily, with great care I 
might add.  

 
Another topic I 

discussed last month 
was Adobe's attitude 
toward their customer 
base.  By now, all of 
you know about their 
decision to rent 
Photoshop to us for any 
release later than CS6.  
Most likely you have 
already made up your 
mind about what your 
going to do, or at least 
you’re thinking about it.  
For the members using 
Lightroom, I think 
you’re safe for now, but don't be surprised if 
Adobe pulls the plug on Lightroom too.  Just 
to tease us, Adobe is adding a Layers 
Adjustment into Adobe Camera Raw in their 

next release, or download, or whatever they’re 
going to call it.  This is interesting because 
Camera Raw and Light room use the same 
platform.  It is very possible that later versions 
of Lightroom will have a Layers adjustment 
too.  For those of you who will be renting the 

Cloud, as changes are 
made to any software it 
will be available right 
away.  No more waiting 
18 months for the next 
version.  The software 
will be updating at any 
time, with no additional 
cost to you.  There is a 
lot of information about 
these changes on Scott 
Kelby’s Blog, so I 
encourage you to check 
it out. 

 
Lastly, I want to 

congratulate everyone 
who has images in the 
San Diego County Fair.  

From what I have heard Poly is well 
represented. 

Clark

 
 

 
 
Quote of the Month  
 
“All photographs are accurate. None of them is the truth.”  

– Richard Avedon – 1984
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SCACC Report 
By Les Anderson 
 

 
 
 

The bi-monthly meeting of the Southern 
California Association of Camera Clubs 
(SCACC) was held on Tuesday, May 7th at 
the Photo Arts Building (PAB) and was 
presided over by Tom Matson, SCACC 
President. Representatives from Darkroomers, 
Poly Photo, Tuesday Morning, Photo 
Naturalists, Fallbrook and San Diego Stereo 
Photo were present. 

SCACC business included: 
 

President's Report: Tom Matson 
Tom discussed several issues including he 

would like minimum standards set up for 
building cleanup so each club knows what is 
expected.  If it is the budget, he would like to 
see the PAB floors waxed as it has been 
several years and he paid for it last time. 
There are some missing globes on the light 
bulbs that need to be replaced.  Lastly, he 
would like to see the following building lists 
monitored; Photo Posting, PAB hosting and 
clubhouse cleanup. 

 
SCACC Interclub Year-End Review: Lin 
Craft (Fallbrook) 

Lin reported the year-end event was a 
success, with 40 people in attendance. Wally 
Nell was the speaker. Poly Photo was the 
yearly winner in total points. Photo Naturalists 
came in second and Darkroomers third. 
Additional prints of the 1st, 2nd & 3rd place 
winners and the Nelson Trophy-winning 
photos will be made so Darci Hook can hang 
them in the PAB front room for the coming 
year.  Tom expressed appreciation to the clubs 
for providing the food and drinks. 

 
Calibration issue: 

Clark Winsor brought up the color 
calibration issue between computer and 
projector. After discussion it was decided Bill 
Godwin-Austen and Mike Wilson will get 
together to help solve the problem as they 
have expertise in creating color profiles. 

UPDATE:  Bill and Mike did get together 
and spent several hours creating color 
calibration profiles for the SCACC computer.  
They created a profile for the primary 
projector when it is being used in a darkened 
room as in competitions, one for use when 
some room lighting is on as in a workshop 
where we are taking notes; and one profile for 
the backup projector in case the primary 
projector fails.  If you see Bill or Mike please 
let them know this was much-appreciated as it 
standardizes the color settings for all the 
SCACC clubs’ projected images. 

 
SCACC Clean-up Day – May 11th: Les 
Anderson 

Les reminded everyone that PAB Closet 
Clean-up day will be May 11 starting at 9:30 
and should last 2-3 hours. We are mainly 
concerned with cleaning out the front closet 
and the President's closet. Clark Winsor, 
representing Tuesday Morning plus David 
Delgadillo and Paul Lovick representing 
Darkroomers offered to help Les. 

UPDATE:  On May 11 that team, plus 
Shelly Britton representing Poly Photo, met 
with Les to clean up, organize and purge 
materials from the front room closet, the 
Presidents closet, and several other club-
specific closets in the back of PAB.  As part of 
the effort, a large collection of 35mm slide 
and print materials, some dating back as far as 
1939, were separated out and are now stored 
in a closet in the back.  There will need to be a 
future work party to address these historic 
materials.  In addition, progress was made to 
modify the front room closet and add shelving 
for several of the bins of framed images. 

 
Salon at the PAB: David Delgadillo 

David Delgadillo reminded everyone that 
he wants to start up committee meetings with 
members from all clubs to discuss the 
Salon/Photo Exhibition targeting the 2015 
Park centennial. He would like to hold the first 
discussion meeting in the first half of June. He 
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is asking clubs to present the Exhibition idea 
to their members and have them email him at 
ddelgadillo001@san.rr.com if they are 
interested.  (As a reminder, I covered more of 
the details in the March issue of Poly Speaks 
with additional information)  If you have any 
interest in helping with this project please let 
him know. 
 
Other SCACC actions and requests: 
1) Once again, all clubs were asked to remind 

members to make sure the PAB back and 
screen doors are properly opened when the 

building is in use.  They need to be set so 
that in the event of an emergency, a person 
would only need to lift the screen door 
hook to open and escape. 

2) Discussed the need for a procedure for 
what should be done if a club is unable to 
hang photos on the front and rotating walls 
during their assigned month. After 
discussion, it was decided that if a club 
cannot hang photos, it is the responsibility 
of that club to contact the club which 
currently has photos posted, and ask them 
to leave the photos up another month. 

 
 
 
 
San Diego County Fair  
June 8 through July 4  
 

I know that you are all going to see the 
1200 image Photo Exhibition in the east 
grandstand. But don’t forget all the other 
photo activities that we told you about in the 
last issue.  

The San Diego County Fair is 
expecting great things this 
year. The annual fair is 
already the largest in 
California and is now the 
fourth-largest in North 
America. “To say that we're 
the fourth-largest fair in 
North America, the San 
Diego County Fair kicks you-
know-what up and down the 
coast, including the state,” 
said County Fair spokeswoman Linda 
Zweig. This year's theme is “Game On,” 
a tribute to America's board and video 
games. 

So while you are there, visit the many 
other things that are available to enjoy: arts 

and crafts exhibits and competitions, stage 
performances, fun zone, vendors selling 
anything you can imagine, and (of course) the 
food. 

The food offerings are too varied and 
numerous to count; and are the tastiest, least 

health-conscious, most 
indulgent, and outlandish 
items you can imagine.  

Along with the cream 
puffs, cinnamon buns, bacon 
hot dogs, bacon ice cream, 
bacon donuts, deep-fried ice 
cream, and much more, here 
are a few of this year’s new 
treats: 

They include a cheesy 
bacon “bomb,” wild boar bacon kabobs, and a 
Krispy Kreme sloppy Joe. “We thought about 
putting a defibrillator at our stand,” said 
Bacon Affair owner Mike Peterson. (Ed note: 
wrong visual image, I guess) 
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Coming Events 
 
June 1 – Competition 

The subject for the Project Competition 
for June is “Fairy Tale.”  
Our June Judge is Larry Vogel.  

 Larry has been involved in photography 
since 1976, and in recent years has become a 
multi-talented artist using several mediums to 
pursue and express his creative explorations, 
including, photography, ceramics, painting 
and sculpture.  

He has exhibited his work since 1979 and 
continues to exhibit nationally and inter-
nationally, including exhibitions at The Ansel 
Adams Gallery in Yosemite, the Susan 
Spiritus Gallery in Newport Beach, and the 
Africus, Johannesburg Biennale. Vogel’s 
work can be found in numerous private and 
corporate collections. He was awarded a 
photographic scholarship from The Friends of 
Photography for the Ansel Adams 
Photography Workshops in 1983, which he 
was fortunate to be able to attend. It turned out 
that it was the last of the workshops that the 
renowned photographer, Ansel Adams, was 
alive to teach. 

Larry Vogel is a co-founder, and current 
director of The Photographers’ Exchange, a 
membership group dedicated to fine art 
photography, which has held monthly 
meetings for members since 1990.  

Larry has continued to evolve as a creative 
artist. He has created several bodies of work, 
some traditional in concept and technique, 
while others are very experimental and  
abstract in technique and vision. Because of 
his evolving approach, neither he, nor his 
works can be successfully categorized or 

pigeonholed, which he finds refreshing and 
liberating.  

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Larry 
has embraced modern technology; using 
multiple image techniques and state-of-the-art, 
digitally produced images. 

 
June 3 – Sports Photography  
Presented by Stan Liu 

This is a Special presentation by Stan Liu 
about Sports Photography. It’s a preview for 
us as he ramps up for a series of workshops 
that he will be offering in the near future. Stan 
is a professional sports photographer and a 
former Poly member.  

All SCACC clubs are invited. 
 
June 15 – Show and Tell Workshop  
Leader – Shelly Britton 

Share your images, tell us how you 
made them and get feedback if you want. 
Here’s your chance to show your images 
and talk about them with no concern 
about scores. 

An informal presentation day like 
this can also give you an opportunity to 
check and fine-tune your image compati-
bility with the new projector calibrations, 
in case you find that there is still a 
disconnect between your computer 
monitor and the recalibrated projector. 
It’s time to sort it out, because (unless 
other people screw it up, again!!) this 
calibration and projector will be used for 
images in all our future competitions. 

 
  
 


