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From the Editor
Our featured photographer this month has 

elected to show us a view of her work that is 
a little different. In addition to showing us 
some of her favorite images, Michele 
McCain has elected to show us some of what 
it takes to get those pictures. From 
conquering your own fears, to avoiding 
attack by indigenous “wildlife,” to hiking and 
climbing dangerous, rocky cliffs carrying 
large backpacks. To that, add the artful 
utilization of Photopshop, and you can see 
that her artistic landscapes are not easy. 

 
This month “numbers” are in the news. 

Canon and Adobe marketing departments are 
touting their numbera to impress and entice 
us toward their products.  

Also, most of us have heard about 
“Murphy’s Laws.” While there are many 
variations and corollaries, their basic theme is 
“If something can go wrong, it will.” After 
thinking about it a little, it 
seems intuitively obvious 
that an activity as 
complex as photography 
must be subject to Murphy’s Laws. After 
doing a little searching on the internet, I 
found that there are indeed a whole sub-set of  
the basic laws called “Murphy’s Laws for 
Photographers.” Since many of them are so 
interesting and so true, we have undertaken 
to publish some of them in this and future 
issues (see Page 8).  

 
I see that the camera megapixel “arms 

race” is still in full swing. I thought that 
cameras were reaching their “practical” limits 
for non-specialist photographers with the 36 
megapixel Nikon D800; because of computer 
speed and data storage; and processing time 
for software like Photoshop.  Now there are 
“reliable” rumors that Canon will soon have a 
camera with a 75 megapixel sensor.  

I couldn’t resist researching that issue 
more. I found that it’s not quite what the 

headlines say. Similarily “reliable” reports 
state that Canon will use a three-layer 
transparent sensor to separate the focussed 
image into red, blue, and green data instead 
of the side-by-side “bayer” sensor in use for 
most of today’s digital cameras. So while this 
sensor provides better color information, the 
“objective” resolution is only about 25 
megapixels. But I’m sure the maketing 
departments will love “75-megapixels.”  

The next question that comes to mind is 
whether or not it records 75 megapixels 
worth of data, and thereby impacts memory 
cards and computer capabilities. It will be 
interesting to see what finally comes to 
market.  

 
The latest from Scott Kelby (President of 

NAPP) says that it appears that Adobe 
Creative Cloud (CC) marketing approach is 
succeeding. They say that they currently have 

more than 725,000 
subscribers to their CC 
subscription service.  

For the rest of us 
die-hards, I guess it will be CS6 for quite a 
while, because the numbers appear to 
validate Adobe’s decision. That’s not to say 
that this marketing system won’t change. 
They are said to be listening to customer 
complaints and are still considering changes 
to the plan to bring their present CS 
“purchase” customers into the CC fold.  

I haven’t been able to find any 
demographics about the users who have 
signed up. But subscription is very attractive 
for new users. The big hurdle for using 
Photoshop or other applications in their 
Creative Suite has always been the initial 
purchase price. Our society has moved 
toward a system where we buy expensive 
things with monthly payments. Also, it’s 
much easier to say, “For $20 or $40 a month, 
I’ll try it and see if I like it.” The problem for 
your checkbook is that you probably will. 
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President’s Column 
By Ernesto Corte

Summertime. Vacation time. Many 
members are vacationing, visiting families, 
enjoying the long days. Our meetings are not 
as populated. On the other hand the 
Photographic Arts Building enjoys lots of 
visitors on the weekends. The banner in front  
of the building and the poster attract visitors 
and it’s always gratifying to see people of all 
ages visiting our showrooms and admiring 
our members work. 

 
At  Poly, summer is planning time for the 

election of new officers  at the first meeting 
in October. As required by our bylaws, I 
appointed a Nominating Committee to 
identify and nominate candidates for the 
positions of president and vice president. My 
term and Shelly Britton’s term expire this 
year.  The Nominating Committee includes  
Darlene Elwin (chair), Bob Howe and 
Dorothy Mildice.  Anyone interested in 
filling the positions of President or Vice 
President  should contact them. 

If you think you are deriving value from 
your membership in the club, if you enjoy 
participating in club activities and the 
exchange with fellow members, well, here is 
your opportunity to “give” something in 
return to the club. 

 

I can assure you from my personal 
experience that serving as an  officer of the 
club is a very rewarding activity.  You work 
with talented, dedicated individuals always 
ready to help in making Poly a success. 

So, take the challenge and put forth your 
candidacy. If you feel you want to contribute 
but are not ready for an officer role, do 
volunteer for one of the various committees 
that make the backbone of our club. 

 
SCACC is also looking up for volunteers 

for an upcoming event. The president of the 
Darkroomers photo club, David Delgadillo, is 
organizing a Salon-Photo Exhibit for 2015 
and is looking for volunteers. It’s a major 
effort requiring a lot of hands to bring it to 
fruition and it could provide a lot of visibility  
and exposure to all of the clubs within 
SCACC. If you are interested, talk to our 
SCACC representative, Les Anderson. 

 
One additional SCACC interclub activity 

in August is the exhibit on the center room 
walls of the winners of the Del Mar Fair 
Photo Exhibit.  Poly will be well represented 
with a good number of awardees.  

 
For comments/questions on this article 

and Poly Photo Club, email to: 
ecorte@ymail.com 

 
 
 
 
Quote of the Month  
 
“Composite portraits are absolute quackery! What next, composite landscapes?”  

- The Photographic News, London 1888 
               
(Ed note: And this was written before we even had Photoshop)
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Featured Photographer of the Month     Michele McCain 
 

I love landscape photography and I love adventure; a perfect combination to create some 
breathtaking art!  As a fairly new photographer, I have learned that making a beautiful image, or an 
image beautiful, is often the result of photographing in challenging and difficult situations.  Whether 
it is in the studio or in the field, things are not always as beautiful and serene as they appear in the 
finished product of a fine art photograph.  That is what I love learning to do as an aspiring 
photographer. 
 
 

“ Glacial Ice Cave of 
Folljokull, Iceland” (on 
the Cover) – One of the 
most exciting and 
terrifying experiences I 
have ever had was 
exploring an ice cave with 
a mountain guide in a 
remote area of Folljokull, 
Iceland this past January.  
Once I began 
photographing, I lost all 
fear of dying and was 
focused upon the task at 
hand. 

The final image shown 
is a combined series of 5 
images ranging in 
exposure from very dark 
to capture the detail of the 
sky, to very bright so that I 
could capture the full 
dynamic range of detail in 
the interior of the cave.  I 
then merged the 5 together 
to increase the range of 
tones making it possible to 
see all the detail inside the 
cave at the same time as 
the stormy sky that is 
outside the opening of the 
cave.  I have included one 
of the 5 images to show 
that the scene was 
definitely very different 
than the finished image. 
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“Godafoss of Iceland” –	  
Godafoss means waterfall of 
the gods.  It is located in the 
Myvatn district of North-
Central Iceland. There are no 
guardrails to keep people 
away from the edge of cliffs 
or other dangers.  The image 
of the cliff and the resulting 
image of the beautiful 
waterfall is the perfect 
example of how much work 
and often dangerous 
circumstances a photographer 
finds herself in to capture a 
gorgeous image. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Puffin at Látrabjarg Cliffs” – 
One of the most exciting 
adventures I have ever had is 
photographing the puffins at 
Látrabjarg Cliffs in Iceland.  
Látrabjarg is one of the three 
largest bird cliffs in Iceland.  The 
cliffs are unstable and the weather 
is often foggy, rainy, and very 
windy.  The day we visited 
Látrabjarg Cliffs was no exception.  
To view and photograph the puffins 
there are signs posted to approach 

the edge of the cliffs down on your belly to spread your weight over a larger area so your weight 
doesn’t cause the cliff to collapse.  The wind is also a factor.  Often large gusts come out of 
nowhere; threatening to knock over or, worse, send one over the cliff if they are not careful.  
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“Volcano Blafjall, Mývatn District, Iceland”  – The name 
Mývatn comes from the annoying flying insect called a “midge”.  
The midge is much like a small black fly, and is present in very 
large numbers during the summer months.  When they are active it 
is necessary to wear a bug net over one’s head to keep them from 
getting into your eyes, nose, mouth, and ears! 
 

“Breathtaking Colors of 
Landmannalaugar” – 
Because the roads are not 
paved but are covered in 
rough gravel, lava rock, 
lava sand, and melting 
snow, and can only be 
driven in a high clearance 
four-wheel drive vehicle, 
Landmannalaugar is only 
accessible June to 

September.  To say the roads are bumpy is an understatement!  Driving miles and miles on rough 
gravel is the only means of travel, and is certainly not for someone prone to motion sickness or back 
and neck problems.  Standing on lava and moss covered cliffs to photograph some of the World’s 
most colorful and geologically active land is an experience I will always treasure!
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Photoshop – Better Dodging and Burning 
By Jim Mildice 
 

Dodging and burning are local adjustment 
techniques that date back to the very 
beginnings of photographic printing. Maybe 
that’s why many of us don’t think of using 
them very much in modern digital technology. 

This procedure assumes that you have a 
familiarity with the various tools in Photo-
shop. That means that I don’t include step-by-
step instructions for making a new layer, how 
to fill a layer, using the brush tool, etc. If you 
don’t know how to do these kinds of things, 
you need to brush up on them.  

Of course, Photoshop has “Dodge” and 
“Burn” tools in the tool pallet. They operate 
like brushes, and you can selectively use them 
on highlights, mid-tones, or shadows. But 
when I use them in anything but small areas 
the results seem kind of “muddy or flat.”   

But there’s a way to do dodging and 
burning that I like a lot better. It seems to 
maintain the colors and contrasts better that 
the standard tools. And the best part is that all 
the effects are non-destructive and easily 
reversible. Here’s the procedure: 

 
1. Create a new, blank layer above the layer 

on which you want to dodge and/or burn. 
2. Fill the layer with middle gray. Go to Edit 

menu and choose Fill. In the Contents 
dialog box, select Use > 50% Gray.  

3. In the Blending dialog box, select Mode > 
Overlay. The Overlay, 50% Gray layer 
will be transparent in this blending mode. 

4. Select the Brush tool. Select a size and 
softness that will fit inside the areas you 
want to dodge or burn. You can change it 
during the process for different sized 
areas. Set the brush opacity to about 20%. 
 
Now you are ready to do the actual 

dodging and burning on your image.  
If you want to Dodge, set your brush color 

(foreground color) to white and paint the areas 
you want to lighten. 
Since you’re painting 
with a low-opacity 
brush, if you lift the 
mouse (or pen) button, 
you can go over an 
area again to lighten it 
more. You can also 
adjust the opacity high-
er or lower than 20% to 
moderate the effect.  

If you want to 
Burn, change the brush color (foreground 
color) to black and paint the areas you want to 
darken. You have the same options that you 
did in dodge to soften the effect. 

If you want to cancel the effects in any 
areas you have worked on, just paint over 
them with 50% gray. If you have trouble 
setting up a 50% gray brush, just go to the 
Color Picker dialog box, and set the colors to 
R:128, G:128, and B:128. Don’t forget to turn 
the gray brush opacity back up to 100% 

This technique works because of the 
characteristics of the Overlay blend mode 
family we talked about a couple of months 
ago, in the blend modes article. Remember? 
Dark areas will be darker, light areas will be 
lighter, and middle gray areas will be 
transparent. It’s also possible to use black-to-
white or black-to-gray or white-to-gray 
gradients to create vignettes or fades or large 
graduated dark or light areas. 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

There are six camera clubs that are 
members of SCACC (Southern California 
Association of Camera Clubs).  The six clubs 
are Poly, Tuesday Morning Work Shop, 
Darkroomers, Photo Naturalist, Stereo, and 
Fallbrook.  The job of SCACC is to act as the 
property manager for the Photo Arts Building.  
In that capacity, they pay the insurance, and 
keep the building maintained.  That includes 
working with the city of San Diego when 
necessary.  So, if the roof leaks, or the exterior 
of the building needs painting or something 
more serious, SCACC tries to get the city to 
take care of it.  I don't know just where the 
responsibilities for maintenance separate 
between the city and SCACC.  SCACC has a 
lot of problems.  They don't have enough 
volunteers to fill their offices, and they don't 
have enough money to cover all their 
expenses.  In an effort to cut cost SCACC is 
canceling the phone and internet services to 
the building.  This is a good idea and one I 
fully supported as the SCACC rep for The 
TMWS Camera Club. 

 
The agreement between the city and 

SCACC has a clause that requires the Photo 
Arts Building to be open every Sunday of the 
year, and on Saturdays for the three months of 
summer.  The winter hours are from 12 noon 
to 4 P.M. and the summer hours are from 12 

noon to 5 P.M.  In an effort to make this 
responsibility fair for all clubs, the number of 
days a club is required to have the building 
open is based on the membership for each 
club.  SCACC does not require Fallbrook to 
participate because they do not hold their 
meetings in the PAB.  Since Fallbrook is not 
required to “Sit the Building,” that leaves five 
clubs to cover all the dates required. Fallbrook 
does get to enjoy all the benefits of SCACC 
membership.  They enter the SCACC semi-
monthly competitions and have their turn in 
displaying their work on the PAB walls.  The 
number of days the remaining five clubs are 
required to have the building open, or 'Sit the 
Building', as we call it, are broken down for 
the year 2013 as follows; 

 
Poly Photo Club     29 days 
Darkroomers          18 days 
Photo Naturalist     10 days 
Stereo                       3 days 
TMWS               6 days 
 
I hope this will help you in understanding 

what responsibilities we all have in keeping 
the Photo Arts Building for our use.  When  
the club needs someone to cover a date for 
building sitting step up and say 'YES'.  

Clark

 
 
 
  
 
Murphy's Photography Law Number 10:   
That amazingly dramatic photograph you worked for years to find and capture is entered into the 
local state fair photography contest, and you are expecting at least a blue ribbon; and the winner 
selected goes to a snap shot of some toddler sitting on potty training pot.   
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Coming Events 
 
August 3 – Competition 

The subject for the Project Competition 
for this month is “Multiple Exposure.”  
Our Judge for July is Eric Johnson.  

Eric is President of Photo Arts Group 
(PAG), an exhibition group in Escondido.  He 
shows his work in that group’s exhibitions and 
at other various venues around town. 

In September of 2008, the PAG 
inaugurated its first permanent gallery space, 
aptly named “InnerSpace Gallery.” It is 
located in a section Of the Escondido Arts 
Partnership’s Escondido Municipal Gallery in 
the fast-growing arts center of downtown 
Escondido. 

Every month, PAG hangs a different show 
featuring the work of their artist and 
photographer members. A list of the upcoming 
shows can be found on their web site at 
http://www.photoartsgroup.org/innerspace. 
Receptions for their shows, along with other 
shows in the Municipal Gallery, take place on 
the second Saturday of each month (except for 
March). They are from 5:30PM to 8:00PM 
and offer a chance to speak with the artists, 
view the work, and enjoy some refreshments.  

Here’s Eric’s view of his own work: “I 
can’t say that I have a special area of 
photographic interest. I feel like I’m on a 
visual journey, and each picture I make is a 
stop along the way. I never know where I’m 
headed next, and it seems there is a surprise 
around every turn. What I like most about 
photography is the sense of exploration and 

discovery, and the purity of pleasure it 
brings.” 

Since Eric has not judged for Poly before, 
I have included a couple of pictures from his 
portfolio. 

 
August 17 – TBD 
Last month’s shuffling has caused some 
confusion in the schedule. Before this 
meeting, check the Schedule on the Poly 
Web Site to get the latest information. 
 
Sept. 21 – Road Trip to Big Sur, CA.  
Leader – Darlene Elwin 

Anyone who has been in the Big Sur area 
knows what an absolutely beautiful rugged 
coastal area it is.  It’s difficult to go only once 
and not want to go again.  And, if you’ve 
never been, here’s your chance! 

Poly Photo Club’s yearly photo shoot will 
be held September 13 through the 16th.  We 
will be shooting in Montana De Oro State 
Park, Moro Bay, the Cambria area, the 
elephant seal rookery, possibly a light 
station/house and several state parks north of 
the Hearst Castle.  Of course, the Hearst 
Castle is a visual treasure! 

If you enjoy the coast, you won’t want to 
miss out on this great adventure with your 
photo club friends.  

Contact Darlene Elwin for more 
information on lodging or the trip itself.  I 
strongly recommend that you make 
reservations soon – you can always cancel 
later, if needed. 


