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From the Editor 
 

This month, our “Featured Photographer” is 
Diane Patterson. She is another of those hard-
working Poly members who quietly do so much 
for our club, without any publicity. We have 
been able to get glimpses of her work when she 
and Josi Ross have banded together to present 
workshops on photographing small objects. So it 
would be easy to to catagorize Diane as a “close-
up and macro” photographer. We are happy to be 
able to show a little about her personal relation-
ship with photography, and how talented she is 
with a wide array of other subjects.  

 

Change has been on my mind lately; 
specifically in our world of photography and our 
Polyphoto Club.  

Alan – as president, you changed things for 
the better! I know we made some procedure and 
Bylaw changes, but what impresses me the most 
is that a lot of small things and attitudes have 
changed and are much improved. I know you 
didn’t do it all yourself. But you managed to 
bring attention to problems, find good people to 
help fix them, and let them do what they thought 
was right. 

A good example of this is building hosting. I 
was down at the PAB Sunday morning helping 
Dorothy hang Poly prints for exhibition. (You 
know how it is when your spouse takes on a job 
like Poly/PAB print curator. You automatically 
become their assistant.) The Sunday hosts (from 
Poly) came in before we were finished. Al and 
Laurie were cheerful, enthusiastic, and helpful; 
and I immediately felt they were going to be fine 
hosts. It was a far cry from a few years ago, 
when many people grudgingly accepted their 
turn after they were nagged about it.  

The other changes that I have been pondering 
lately have been about how the computer has 
impacted the technology of modern photography. 
Along with advances that make our cameras 

easier to use, the capabilities of post-processing 
software have changed basic equipment 
limitations and struggles to software processes 
that eliminated them without hardware design 
breakthroughs.  

We can create panoramas by stitching a 
coordinated sequence of images together. This 
previously required complex lens designs and/or 
tough darkroom manipulation.  

HDR expands the range of light intensity we 
can record. While not as convenient as much 
wider range sensor, it utilizes our existing 
equipment, and doesn’t require new technology.  

Focus Stacking can give us near-infinite 
depth-of-field with conventional, existing 
equipment. Lytro has tried to do this by using 
their  new “light field” sensor. 

Exclusion Filtering through stacking and 
masking allows us to eliminate unwanted moving 
elements (like tourists) in a scene. Again, while 
possible in a darkroom, the procedure would be 
too complex for a “normal” photographer. 

Layer blending using complex mathmatical 
relationships can be used to combine layers to 
mimic double exposure and many other effects, 
or for new, unexpected results.  

And as the computers in digital cameras are 
getting more advanced and capable, many of 
these capabilities are being moved into our 
cameras, and applied at the time of exposure.  

For me, the bottom line here is that 
computers have enabled solutions that use 
“everyday” equipment to solve problems and 
expand limits that have been part of the photo-
graphy process since its inception.  

 

Finally, since Poly “shuts down” in 
December, this will be the last issue of Poly 
Speaks in 2015. So let me be the first to wish 
everyone Happy Holidays, (Thanksgiving / 
Hanukkah / Christmas / New Year).

 

 
Quote of the Month –

 

 “You can take a good picture of anything. But you can take a bad one, too.”  
– William Eggelston   
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Photographer of the Month – Diane Patterson 
 
My love for photography started in 1978 when I first moved to San Diego.   My mom suggested I start 
taking classes at one of the local community colleges so I could meet friends my own age.  I took a 
photo class and my photography adventure began and continued with me becoming the mom who took 
“cool” pictures of her kids playing soccer.   Then people would ask, “Would I take pictures of their 
kids playing soccer?”  Which then developed into, “Can you take our family picture?”  This continued 
for many years.   One day my daughter asked if I would go with her, she wanted to take pictures for 
her photography class.  That day taught me how to look through the camera lens and see photography 
with new vision.  This prompted me to go and buy my first digital SLR.  Now I had to figure out what 
to do with this camera; she had told me that her boyfriend’s mom belonged to a photo club in Balboa 
Park.  Next thing I knew I was visiting a club called Poly Photo. Fast forward seven years later that 
boyfriend is now her husband whose mom is Josi Ross and one of my dearest friends.    I still continue 
to take classes at the community colleges.  These classes help me step out of my comfort zone and to 
see photography as art. 
 
“The Bench” (on the Cover)  
This photograph was developed with the idea of someone’s 
presence just being there.  This bench is located at an Office 
Depot in east county San Diego.  One would never know 
where this was taken and that is what I like most about this 
photo.   
 
As you can see by my picture of “The Egg” this idea was to 
take an ordinary object and make it stand out.  I love the 
simplicity of this photograph. 
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Macro photography is 
probably my first 
thought when taking 
pictures; I like to get up 
close and personal with 
my subjects.  When 
developing a workshop 
for Poly Photo Club, 
Josie and I were taking 
pictures and that is how 
“The spoon” photo was 
created. 
 
 
 
 

 

“After the After Party” – Night photography is my next go to subject.  Again, my photography tends to 
have simple ideas and titles, which is how “After the after party” was shot.  Walking around a mall at 
night and seeing these mannequins come to life is how I saw this photo. 
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My family is such an important part of my life.   When looking back I see how much they are a part of 
me, and my photography that expresses who I am. 
 

 
 
 
When my son was 
graduating from high 
school he had a vision of 
being a tattoo artist so 
when taking his senior 
pictures I wanted to 
portray him in an element 
of where his mind set was 
at the time.   This is the 
picture that was put on 
his graduation 
announcement. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is no title for this picture of the tulips, 
they were given to me at a “Celebration of Life” 
for my mom. I made cards to give to my family 
to remember her on this special day.  Tulips 
were one of her favorite flowers.  If it wasn’t for 
her I would not have started on this great 
photography adventure. 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

March next year will mark the 20th year 
that I’ve been a Poly member.  Over the 
course of those years, there have been many 
times when a competition judge was criticized 
for not following our competition guide lines.  
In the days of judging slides only, and before 
the internet, the complaining was limited to 
discussions right after the meeting.  At that 
time, the comments were mostly about the 
judge not following our competition rules.  

After the introduction of digital images, 
the complaints began to include color 
calibration, image rendering by different 
displays and methods, inconsistent scoring, 
judge’s biases, and the judge still not 
following our judging guidelines.  

With the internet and the ability to voice 
opinions on email or via Poly's website, there 
were more comments and more members 
began to express themselves.  For the twenty 
years that I have been a member of Poly, 
complaining about the judging has always 
been around. (Many entrants feel that it is a 
natural part of their participation in the 
competition process.) If history can teach us 
anything, from time to time, a judge will not 
follow our judging guidelines, and our website 
will once again fill with judging complaints. 

Hopefully, someday we can solve this 
problem.  Here is an idea that has real merit.  
It was shared with me after the last month’s 
competition. Maybe we can quantify your 
complaints and put them to real use.   

We could create a short survey on the 
judge’s performance, and post it on the Poly 
website.  After each competition meeting, 
interested club members would evaluate the 
judge, by filling out the survey.  

The survey would have four or five 
questions that each participant can score with 
a value from 5 to 9, with 5 being the lowest 
and 9 being the highest (just like the judges 
score our images). A Poly member would log 
on to the website and fill out the survey. We 
might have a box at the end of the survey for 
comments.  

While details need to be worked out, I 
believe this is an excellent way to get the 
entire club's input. If a judge scores low, we 
don't invite them back.  If the score is high or 
above average, we do invite them back. Doing 
this gives all interested club members a voice 
in the process, and removes unwanted judges 
from our judging pool.

 
 

 
 
When you’re a Photographer, Fall is a short season and you have to be fast. 
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Poly Election News 
 
We are happy to announce that Poly has a new 
group of executive officers for 2016. The 
election was at last month’s competition 
meeting. 

That’s not to say we are happy that Alan’s 
tenure is over. The original framers of Poly’s 
Bylaws (wisely) recognized that presidents 
will often “burn out” after two terms, and put 
that limit on their time in office.  

I think Alan did a great job. He guided our 
club without any significant “drama;” and 
facilitated changes to our operating procedures 
and Bylaws with a focus on the future of Poly. 
They will enable us to continue to grow in an 
orderly manner. Alan, on behalf of the club, I 
thank you for your service.  

We would like to also commend this 
year’s nominating committee, who helped to 
coordinate a smooth transition. The 
nominating process can be chaotic, but this 
year, we hardly knew it was in operation, and 
the selections were great. Thanks to Diane 
Marinos, Judy Olesen, and Jim Mildice.  

Now looking to the future, we have both 
new and experienced officers who were 
elected last month.  

The logical (and enthusiastic) choice for 
President is Dee Elwyn. She served as vice-
president for the last two years, and her 
demonstrated enthusiasm, common sense, 
organizational skills, and photographic 
expertise made her everyone’s first choice. 
While she complains that her arm is still sore 
from our meetings about her taking the job, 
she will be great.  

The vice-president selection was a little 
different this year. Usually, the committee 
recommends a vice-presidential candidate. But 
we asked Dee who she thought could work 
together with her the best. That resulted in the 
selection and election of our new Vice-
president, Sue Cerise. 

The rest of the ticket was easy. Jan 
Handman and Aseem Gupta agreed to 
second terms as Secretary and Treasurer, 
respectively.

 
 

 
 
SCACC News – November 2015 
By Mary Anderson 
 

We have new security doors! Well, not 
completely new, but the old screen which had 
been cut and torn has been replaced with metal 
grating. Hopefully, that will deter people from 
trying to cut screen in an attempt to lift the 
hook from rear door to try to get in. This was 
done by the City at no cost to SCACC.  
 

The next SCACC meeting is Tuesday 
November 3 at 7pm. Everyone is welcome to 
attend.   

 
Poly is scheduled to host Larry Vogel’s 

workshop on Thursday November 12. Thank 
you Robin Stern and Joan Harris for 

volunteering to host. These are valuable 
workshops for the community and bring 
welcome funds to SCACC. If you want to 
attend, you need to sign up with Larry and 
there is a small fee.  

 
Next Interclub competition is Tuesday 

November 17. Interclub consists of four 
SCACC clubs (Poly, Photo Nats, 
Darkroomers, and Fallbrook) which compete 
bi-monthly. Competition judging is open to all 
and starts at 7:30pm at the PAB. Join us… it’s 
a fun evening! 
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The Photoshop Insider 
By Jeff Booher 
 

Those who watched this year’s Adobe Max 
keynote got a first look at some remarkable new 
tools for photographers. Most of the tools 
shown at Max are now available through the 
app store and some of them were even 
demonstrated at Theresa Jackson’s 
iPhoneography workshop. 

My new favorite iPhone app is Photoshop 
Fix. PS Fix is Adobe’s new tool for retouching 
photos on the go. What makes it unique is the 
Liquify tool which has been completely 
re-imagined for a mobile device. The desktop 
version, or full-featured version, is the “manual 
transmission” (think: John Watts) method 
for liquify which has a daunting interface for 
doing anything and everything ‘liquify’ to an 

image that you can imagine. The mobile version 
provides fewer levers but offers a really great 
facial recognition mode that allows for precise 
contouring of the face. 

This makes it really easy for changing 
expressions, slimming jaw lines, plumping up 
cheekbones, etc... All with simple easy to use 
gestures. Which is great for my fat fingers... 

Fix also provides a “Wacom Tablet” 
inspired interface for working with retouch 
brushes so selecting a brush and swiping 
left-to-right will make a brush bigger (or 
smaller if you go the other direction) and 
up-to-down to make it softer. Still not as easy to 
use as a Wacom but it is a step in the right 
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direction and is far better than any other 
retouching brush manipulation gesture in a 
mobile app yet. 

If you’re like me, and chances are you’re 
not, then you probably use Lightroom for 
organizing your photos. This presents a 
challenging problem when you start your 
editing in Lightroom, then use the “Edit in 
Photoshop” command. The problem with this 
workflow is, you can’t take the image back into 
Lightroom and make adjustments without losing 
your layers. 

Photoshop Guru David Cross showed me 
this really great LR to PS workflow. Rather than 
use the “Edit in Photoshop” command, which 
I’m apt to do, use “Open as Smart Object in 
Photoshop”. This essentially treats your 
Lightroom edits as a smart filter which you can 
update later if you need to. You can also do this 
directly from ACR if you use the 
Raw->Bridge->ACR->PS workflow. 

Changes can be made by double clicking on 
the smart filter, which launches ACR. Sorry PS 
doesn’t care if you made the adjustments in  

LR--it treats the smart filter as a Camera Raw 
Filter. Still it’s a nice way to preserve your 
edits. 

My favorite LR->PS workflow trick starts in 
LR with Global Adjustments then an image is 
brought into PS for some wicked layer action. 
Save the PSD make sure to check maintain 
compatibility and import the saved PSD into 
Lightroom which may just happen auto-
matically depending on how you got into PS to 
start. Back in LR, make a virtual copy of the 
PSD and then make global adjustments to the 
virtual copy in LR. You’re free to go back into 
PS and make edits to the original PSD with all 
of your layers saved in tact. When you save 
changes to the PSD, come back to LR and your 
virtual copy is updated with those edits without 
losing your LR adjustments. Crazy good! 

Remember if you import a PSD into 
Lightroom always select “Edit Original” when 
selecting “Edit in Photoshop” for a PSD. If you 
don’t Lightroom will flatten the layers before 
opening it without any way to undo...  
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Programs and Coming Events 
Dee Elwin 

 
The Bishop trip is now over and the real 

work begins – sorting through all those images 
and choosing the best for competition.  Reliving 
trips through photographs is always a joy – 
except for those “What was I thinking?” shots!   

But, images can’t capture the “behind-the-
scenes” story.  How the sun, wind and biting cold 
felt, the sounds of birds, insects, rushing creeks 
and waterfalls and then to witness the vastness of 
the breath-taking scenery before and all around 
you.  That’s when the video function of your 
camera should be used.   Never mind the 
shakiness, sun flares or pesky dust specks that 
were unnoticed before.  It’s a joy to play the 
short videos to revisit highlights of the trip once 
you’re back home. 

Seventeen of us (including a few spouses) 
were traveling up and down 395 to try to get to 
as many fall color sites (and others) as possible 
before the leaves were gone.  Some of the shoots 
included Alabama Hills, The Bristlecone Pine 
Forest (it was freezing – in the 40s), the June 
Lake Loop, Rock Creek, Mammoth, McGee 
Creek, Convict Lake, Tom’s Place and many 
others.  It was great fun to get together for dinner 
and share what we liked (or didn’t) about various 
places.  Even though many of us went to the 
same places, you can be sure the images will all 
be unique since we all “see” differently. 

I think all who were on this trip would agree 
that the Eastern Sierra Nevada is a truly 
magnificent place – and within easy driving 
distance.  Watch for stunning images in the 
months to come! 

OK – back to “earth” now.  
 

November 7 – Competition 
“Abandoned” is the Project theme for 

November.  The new themes for 2016 will be 
announced after Sue Cerise has assembled her 
Projects and Programs Committee for 2016. 

Our judge for this month is Ron Ham. 
His interest in photography began years ago in 
college, when he took two black-and-white photo 
classes as a journalism student at Cal Poly 
Pomona. His education led to a 31-year career as 

a newspaperman, beginning as a reporter and 
photographer at weekly papers and morphing 
into jobs as a page designer, copy editor and wire 
editor at local weeklies and dailies, then as a 
layout editor, North County Editor and Night 
Editor at the San Diego Union and the San Diego 
Union-Tribune, known these days as UT San 
Diego. 

Now retired, Ron spends a lot of his time 
hiking around local parks, lagoons and beaches 
looking for images of wildlife, landscapes and 
watersports; in urban areas seeking street, 
cityscape and architecture shots; or traveling in 
search of more exotic photos. He is addicted to 
his 80-400 telephoto lens and is trying replace-
ment therapy with a new 10-24 wide angle. 

Ron is a longtime member of the PhotoArts 
Group and has judged for the Orange County 
Fair’s annual photo exhibit and for several local 
photo clubs. As a member of the Photo Arts 
Group and because of his long experience with 
the juried exhibitions at the San Diego Fair, he is 
well-qualified to offer commentary on our 
images that will help us succeed on the bigger 
stage that large, juried exhibitions have to offer 
to expand our artistic horizons. 

 
No workshops are planned for November.  

Instead, our Annual Brunch Potluck will be on 
November 21 at 9:30am. Along with the 
potluck, we’ll have a Show and Tell where 
members are invited to bring images or short 
videos to share with the club.  This is a fun and 
relaxed showing – no judges!  Details will be 
coming. 

 
Finally, this will be my last article as Vice 

President of Poly.  It was an absolute joy 
working and planning for trips, workshops and 
various other events for the past two years.  Sue 
Cerise will be taking over these duties for the 
next two years.  I know she’ll do a fabulous job 
in this position. 

 
Happy Shooting! 
-dee 


