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From the Editor 
 

This month, our featured photographer is 
Charlie Breese. Some people like her do so much 
work on things that support other photographers 
that we forget to look at their own work. I must 
admit that I didn’t have a clear or complete 
picture about Charlie’s images. That’s a good 
reason for featuring her pictures here. Now we 
can all see samples of her work and understand 
what a fine photographer she really is.  

 
I know, February is a little late to be 

considering resolutions and goals for the new 
year; but we usually don’t have a January edition, 
so I didn’t have a chance to talk about that for 
2017. As I sat down to write, I got to thinking – 
maybe a little reconsideration now is not so bad 
after all. A month has passed, and we have had a 
chance to evaluate how well we are probably 
going to keep all those well-meaning but poorly-
thought-out or hard-to-keep January 1 resolu-
tions. So if you’re up for a little bit of resetting, I 
have a suggestion for a goal to incorporate. 

“Take more pictures!!!”  There are hundreds 
of ways that this will help us to be better photo-
graphers. But we all have lives to lead and things 
that divert us from photography; so while that is 
a noble goal, it’s easy to be distracted away from 
it during our day-to-day activities. While those 
three simple words are easy to say, they are often 
hard and complicated to execute.  

I recently came across the quote at the botton 
of this page. It’s from Joe McNally’s book, “The 
Moment It Clicks: Photography secrets from one 

of the world's top shooters.” If I follow its direc-
tion, I will always have my camera, and will have 
taken the first step in fulfilling my resolution.  

Of course, that does two important things. It’s 
there when you see something with good photo 
possibilities. And having it there (in a bag, on 
your hip, in your pocket) reminds you to be alert 
to the picture possibilities wherever you are.  
I can already hear the excuses. 
• My “real” camera (DSLR) is too big to always 

carry.  
Get a smaller (ie, mirrorless) camera! 

• Mirrorless cameras are still too big.  
Get a Pocket camera! My Lumix fits in a 
pocket, has a 20-megapixel sensor, and has a 
30X zoom lens! 

• I forgot to bring my camera.  
Get out your smart phone! It may not be 
perfect, but you’ll still get usable images. 

Of course, even if you now have a camera, there 
may still be problems. See the second part of 
Joe’s quote. How many times have we been lazy 
or made those excuses (or other similar ones) to 
ourselves, so we don’t have to do the work to 
take the picture? The final step in this process 
will take some motivation and will power.  

“Get over it!!” Get the camera out and take 
the picture(s). Keep doing it!! After a while, you 
will have trained yourself to look for and “take 
more pictures” and that will put you on one of 
the important paths toward being a better 
photographer. 

 
 
 
 
“Always bring your camera, ‘cause it’s tough to take a picture without it. Pursuant to the aforementioned 
piece of the ‘Photographer’s Rule Book,’ Subset 3, Clause A, Paragraph 4 would be…Use the camera. Put 
it to your eye. You never know.  

There are lots of reasons, some of them even good, to just leave it on your shoulder or in your bag. 
Wrong lens. Wrong light. Aaahhh, it’s not that great. What am I gonna do with it anyway? I’ll have to put 
my coffee down. I’ll just delete it later, why bother? Lots of reasons not to take the dive into the eyepiece 
and once again try to sort out the world into an effective rectangle. But it’s almost always worth it to take a 
look.”  

- Joe McNally - From his book: “The Moment It Clicks: 
Photography secrets from one of the world's top shooters” 
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Musings from the President 
 

 
Well, it’s a new year full of promises of 

great photography.  Or, is it?  Are you suffering 
from shooter’s block (similar to writer’s block)?  
One of the reasons that some members leave the 
club is that they’ve lost their passion for 
photography.  Or, maybe the passion is there, 
but there’s no focus (no pun intended).  Why is 
that?   Maybe it’s normal to hit a plateau and not 
know where to go from there.  That’s why I 
thought it appropriate to share information 
presented at Susan Coppock’s presentation on 
January 21.  Her theme was “Getting Inspired”. 

She said to look around.  It isn’t necessary to 
travel to foreign countries to capture great 
images.  We have a lot going on right here in 
San Diego.  Or closer yet, in our own back yards 
(she gave examples from her own yard).  We 
only need to begin looking with fresh eyes. 

To begin, she suggests photographing what 
you know and love.  Once you’ve decided on 
that, set challenges for yourself.  Using one of 
her favorite subjects, trees as an example, get up 
close and look at the various textures and colors 
of bark.  Back off and see if it has interesting 
leaves, a unique structure and/or color?  Pick 
one tree somewhere that strikes your fancy and 
photograph it often.   

She gave an example of a particular tree 
along the coast that she stops to photograph 
most mornings on her way to teaching.  She has 

shot it with beautiful sunrise colors caught in the 
clouds, or storm clouds gathering behind it.  No 
two images are alike.  Whatever your subject – 
obsess over it.  Shoot multiple times to capture it 
in different light, angles or various times of the 
year. 

One last piece of advice she gave was to 
ALWAYS have a camera with you at all times – 
even if it’s only your cell phone camera.  It’s 
better to have a camera and not need it, than to 
need it and not have it! 

She concluded her talk with her criteria for 
judging.  These criteria can be used the next 
time you’re editing one of your images.  What is 
the initial impression given by the image?  What 
is the intent, idea or inspiration?  Does it have 
impact, intrigue or interest?  This can sometimes 
be hard to do with your own images and non-
photographer friends or family will always think 
your work is wonderful.  One solution is to ask a 
club member or two for their honest appraisal.  
They may see things you didn’t that would make 
for a stronger image. 

Come to the Awards Banquet on February 
25 to chat personally with judges that will be 
attending.  They may have other pieces of 
advice to get you kick-started for 2017. 

 
Happy Shooting! 
-dee 

 
 
 

 
 
Quote of the Month 
 
“Go for the gut. Make a strong statement. Challenge your viewers’ intellect and sensitivities. When people 
love it or people hate it, THEN you know that it works.”  

- Joe DiMaggio 
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Photographer of the Month – Charlie Breese 
   
 “Connection” 
(Full-size image on the cover) 
When visiting the St. Louis Zoo, I saw the 
little girl interacting with the orangutan.  They 
seemed to be having quite a connection.  I was 
attracted to them having the same color hair.  I 
asked the mother if it was okay to take the 
picture. 
 
 
 
“Phuket Beach”
I recently had a camera converted to 
infrared.  This is color infrared on Phuket beach 
in Thailand.  The parachute is used for parasailing.  There is no boat involved, just several men 
running to pull it in the air. 
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“Tarahumara Indian Girl with Baby” 
The Tarahumara Indians are indigenous to 
Copper Canyon, Mexico. They live in the 
bottom of the canyon.  They are noted for 
their running ability.  This little girl was 
selling baskets and carrying the baby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Four Boats, China” 
The Water Village on the Yangtze River is a 
replica of how the Minority People 
lived.  They did not have a written language 
and communicated by voice and music. I 
liked the composition of the boats with the 
water wheels in the background. 
 



 
February, 2017 Page 6 

 “Window Reflections, Bodie” 
Reflections in Bodie.   While walking 
through Bodie I spotted this reflection.  It 
is a straight shot through two windows, not 
a composite. 
 
 
 
 
 
“Guanajuato Tunnel” 
Guanajuato in central Mexico is an old 
mining town who converted the mining 
tunnels into streets for cars.   I wanted to 
take a picture of a tunnel and when I went 
in saw this person leaning against the 
wall.  He was dressed like Edward 
Scissorhands and had no problem with me 
taking a picture.  When he started to leave I 
held up my camera and he was glad to pose 
for me..  This picture was not posed. 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

Here we are, starting another year. That got 
me to thinking, “If I were dictator for a day, what 
would I change?” The views expressed in this 
column are my opinions only, and do not reflect 
the views of anyone else who contributes to Poly 
Speaks. 

 
February will be our second shot at using the 

two categories system for our monthly judging.  
Procedurally, January seemed to me to work very 
well.  A few comments were made after the 
judging was complete.  Some members really 
didn’t understand the separation rules. There 
could have been a few images in the wrong 
category.  That doesn’t surprise me.  The rules 
are confusing enough to invite this mistake.  
Even our judge wasn’t sure that all images were 
in the correct category. In retrospect, I believe 
images that look like photographs should be in 
category one and images that look like digital art 
should be in category two.  That’s simple enough 
and should solve any further issues.   

 
I’m not happy with the two-entry rule for our 

competitions.  I enjoyed the competition 
experience more when we allowed three entries.  

 

Another item that bothers me is limiting 
the number of yearend entries to eight.  It was 
much more interesting when our yearends 
allowed all accepted entries to compete at 
yearend.   

 
One more thing that drives me crazy is the 

transitions of images in the yearend show.  I’m 
old school and I really enjoyed just seeing the 
images without all the razzle-dazzle.   

 
Why do some of our judges have to give us an 

infomercial touting the classes they teach, and we 
can attend if we pay the tuition, or sign up for 
web-site classes.  The judges are invited to judge 
our competitions and they are paid (expense 
money and a banquet invitation) for that service.   

 
What I really love about Poly are the 

wonderful creative people that are members of 
our club.  I have had the privilege to know some 
of you for a very long time and you are among 
my closest friends.  

 
Talk to you next month,  
Clark
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SCACC News – September 2016 
Mary Anderson 
 
SCACC accomplished a lot in 2016 – 
 

• Added a new club – San Diego Portrait Club 

• Achieved IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit status for SCACC 

• Joined Balboa Park Cultural Partnership (BPCP) for higher profile within the park 

• New LED lighting for the whole building, partially underwritten by City/SDG&E 

• Bathroom and sink room renovation is almost completed. All costs, except mirrors, towel 
dispenser, and TP holders covered by City 

• Worked with City Maintenance on PAB grounds/homeless issues 

• Transitioned to newer, more powerful, donated CPU (Thank you Michelle McCain!).  

• Hosted many workshops with outreach beyond SCACC, including teaming with MOPA to host 
12 youth photography classes 

• Web and Social Media presence has vastly increased (Thank you, Jeff Booher!) 

• PAB weekend open-houses hosted over 2,000 visitors during 2016 

• Major decrapification**of PAB!  (**Term coined from Bill GA regarding major cleaning) 

 
The bathroom remodel is nearly finished, 

with only baseboards and grab-bars yet to be 
completed (as of this writing). Decrapification 
of the building will continue.  

We have a new sidewalk sign to be placed 
on lawn in front of the building on hosting days 
(unless it’s raining). It is smaller and easier for 
one person to carry. FYI - Although the photo 
inserts are removable, the sign belongs to 
SCACC and inserts are not to be changed 
without prior permission.  

John Watts is continuing his Photoshop 
workshops at the PAB. A hosting schedule has 
been provided to club presidents and members 
can volunteer to host the building in exchange 
for attending the workshop without charge. 
Larry Vogel will be doing his DPX workshops 
in Oceanside only from now on.  

Important upcoming dates: 
 
Next Interclub competition is Tuesday 

March 21. Competition viewing is open to all 
and starts at 7:30pm at PAB. Interclub Year-
end Judging will be Saturday March 25 from 9-
noon at the PAB and anyone interested is 
welcome to attend. The Interclub Year-end 
Awards Ceremony is Saturday April 22 from 
9-noon. Snacks and drinks will be provided by 
member clubs. Poly has been asked to bring 
sweet snacks.  

 
The next SCACC meeting is Tuesday 

March 7 at 7pm and everyone is welcome to 
attend.  
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Programs and Coming Events 
Josi Ross  & Barbara Fletcher 

 

February 4 - Competition 
PROJECT – “STRAIGHT OUT OF THE 
CAMERA” Just like in the old days when we 
used Film, use only your camera to get the best 
possible photo. No post-processing, including 
but not limited to cloning, cropping, exposure 
compensation. The only exception is for 
projection capability. Your final photo will 
need to be sized to Poly competition projection 
standards. 

Our judge for this month will be Gene 
Wild. Here’s a little about him (in his own 
words). 

My introduction to photography came in 
1956 when my brother left a Kodak Pony 135 
camera at home as he shipped out to Alaska for 
duty in the Air Force. Since that time, a camera 
has been a constant companion. 

During the late '60's and early '70's I owned 
a custom black and white processing lab in 
Southwest Washington and was an active 
freelance photographer. I have taken pictures 
of bands, corporate parties, private parties, 
nature and natural disasters–in short the people 
places and things that have inhabited my world. 
Most recently I have been exploring and photo-
graphing San Diego, California. 

My work has been on display at Cabrillo 
National Monument, Balboa Park and the San 
Diego Fair. I have also been represented in 
Lighthouse Digest, California Track and 
Running News, LetsRun.com, Schmap San 
Diego and other web sites. 

If you like what you see in my galleries my 
web site is at www.genewildphotography.com 

  
February 11 – Matting Workshop  
Joint meeting with the Darkroomers in 
the PAB, starting at 9:30AM.  

Join the Darkroomers and Poly at this 
second-Saturday workshop. Learn to mat like a 
champ – and in plenty of time for all those 
award-winning fair entries.  

Mat cutters will be available and club 
members are willing to help you learn. Please 
bring a few dollars to help cover supplies. 
 
February 19 (Sunday) – Downtown 
Library and Bridge Photo Shoot  
New library at 330 Park Blvd. with  
Kim Signoret-Paar 

This is your opportunity to spend time with 
your camera and friends at the library and then 
get in some night time photography.  We will 
meet and photograph at the Library at 4:00PM, 
sunset is 5:38PM.  We will then head to the 
Gaslamp Quarter for Happy Hour/dinner and 
then back to the Harbor Drive Pedestrian 
Bridge, which spans the railroad and trolley 
tracks between downtown and the Convention 
Center and the Hilton Hotel.  Recommended 
parking is at the Lexus Premier Lot next to 
Petco Park at the foot of the pedestrian bridge 
for $10. More information to follow.  Please 
sign up at the February meeting or email Kim 
at: kim@signoretpaar.com.   
 
February 25 – Poly’s Year-end 
Awards Luncheon.  
LaJolla Country Club at  
7301 High Avenue, LaJolla. 
Enjoy a scrumptious lunch and a fabulous slide 
show featuring Poly’s best. Prizes will be 
awarded to the 2016 winners: 
• First, second, and third place for “Best 

Image of the Year” (for open and project 
categories) 

• Best Nature “Image of the Year”  
• Most Creative “Image of the Year”  
• First, second, and third place for “Highest 

Monthly Competition Point Total” of the 
Year (open category) 

Social hour and “Peoples’ Choice” Print 
Competition will start at 11:30AM; and Lunch 
will be served at 12:30PM. 

Party details are on the invitation shown 
on the two following pages. 
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