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From the Editor 
 

This month, we’re not featuring a single Poly 
photographer. Poly members did so well in the 
2017 SD Fair Exhibition of Photography, that I 
think we should recognize the award winners, 
show their images, and give them a written 
“round of applause.” They are presented  here, 
and start on Page 5. 

Congratulations to all of you!! 
 

I read an article this month about how 
photographic activities can be an aid to good 
mental health. It was immediately clear to me 
that the author has never had to deal with some of 
our camera club competition judges.  

I have always maintained that it is a 
photographer’s “inalienable right” to disparage 
the critics and judges. And I’ve noted recently 
that quite a number of you have been exercising 
that right. I’m not quite sure whether you’re 
upset by our last judge’s plethora of low scores 
or her commentary and feedback. I’ve never seen 
so many fives and sixes in a Poly monthly 
competition.  

It made me remember back to my days as a 
college student. In the scramble for grades in 
those days, we encountered professors who were 
“hard graders” and “easy graders.” The hard 
graders gave a few A’s and B’s, a lot of C’s and 
D’s and some F’s. The easy graders gave a lot of 
A’s and B’s, fewer C’s and D’s, and hardly any 
F’s. And boy, we really liked the easy graders. 

At Poly, we usually get easy graders for our 
competitions. So I think it shocked everyone last 
month when we got a hard grader. That said, I 
personally think that her evaluations were honest, 
consistent, and to the point; and less colored by 
her own work than I’ve come to expect.  

She has apparently not been to a club judging 
training class, wherein prospective judges are 
taught that the first thing they should say is 
“something nice.” about the image. That 
approach can often lead to the kind of feedback 
that frustrates me the most. I’m sure you’ve 
heard something like this many times: “Look at 
the use of those really nice, vivid colors – I like 
this a lot  . . .  seven points.”   

More importantly, in evaluating the written 
scoring requirements and the total numerical 
results, we must conclude that Monica followed 
our written guide lines better than any other 
judge we’ve had in recent times. If we read 
Article XII, Section 2 of our governing Bylaws, it 
says “7-points = fairly strong technique and 
interesting; worthy of being accepted for 
exhibition.” (ed.- emphasis mine) 

If we compare last month’s scores with some 
of our local exhibitions, the Poly numbers are 
actually pretty generous. About 37% of the total 
entries (7 or higher) were considered “worthy of 
exhibition.” If we compare that with with our 
local best-known open exhibitions, we get:  

The exhibition at the San Diego County Fair 
had about 4400 entries and exhibited about 1200 
(about 30%).  

At the other end of the scale, the last “Best   
of Nature” Exhibition at the Natural History 
Museum accepted 75 images for their gallery out 
of about 1200 entries (about 6%).  

 The bottom line here is: if you don’t like that 
many fives and sexes, don’t complain about a 
judge who is a “hard grader” and actually follows 
the written requirements; organize an effort to 
change the criteria as it is defined in the Bylaws. 
That way, seven points can officially be 
considered “average” and will be consistent with 
the way most judges seem to apply it. One more 
thing though; if sevens are average, shoud they 
still be considered for Best of the Year? 

On the other hand, our scoring system 
accommodates occasional low scores. the two 
months with the lowest scores are not counted in 
your final high-points total. Learn what you can 
from this experience and move on. 

 

Finally, we are now six months into our trial 
of the Two Category system for our 
competitions. I think that’s long enough to form 
some opinions. I have had some conversations 
with members who are regular competition 
participants, and it seems that the “like” and 
“don’t like” results are about 50-50. Some of the 
options for change that people seem to favor are 
discussed on Page 4. 
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Musings from the President 
 

 
We look, but do we SEE?  I experienced this 

on a recent trip to Yosemite with two hiking 
friends.  On our first morning, we decided on a 
hike to iconic Mirror Lake.  It was a beautiful 
hike – very green and peaceful with a river 
running alongside the trail and dogwood 
blossoms everywhere.  We chatted away and 
stopped now and again for pictures.  We reached 
the lake that lived up to its name – it was, 
indeed, like a mirror.  We shot the reflected 
images and then retraced our steps to head back 
to a new hike. 

A few days later, my friends left early in the 
morning and I had the whole day ahead of me 
on my own.  I decided to return to the Mirror 
Lake trail and was shocked at how much I had 
missed!  I spent over 4 hours on that trail 
stopping for fantastic shapes in trees formed 
from burls; mini plants in hollows of tree trunks; 
algae and lichen on boulders along with 
amazing patterns in tree bark and dogwood 
flowers galore with a myriad of backdrops.  
Shooting the patterns in the flowing river was a 
fun challenge - experimenting with various slow 
and fast shutter speeds.  The four hours seemed 
to go by in minutes and I returned to my cabin 
feeling I had TRULY experienced the absolute 
beauty of that trail. 

While it’s great fellowship to go out and 
photograph with friends, you may want to take 
some alone time to really SEE the potentially 
great shots “hidden” in plain sight!   

Contemplative Photography teaches us to 
look for patterns, shapes, shadows, textures and 
color in the things around us.  So many 
intriguing things were missed on that first hike 
because I hadn’t taken the time to stop, get close 
to, and marvel at the textures and patterns of 
nature’s work.  The next time you’re on a photo 
shoot, make an effort to focus on the small 
things that make up the big picture in front of 
you. 

Moving from getting close up to small 
objects to one that’s hard to miss, most everyone 
is pretty excited about The Great American 
Eclipse coming up.  Many of you have probably 
made plans to view and photograph this event 
here in San Diego or places that are closer to the 
path of totality.  Oregon (along with other 
states) news media has been warning folks of 
solidly-booked lodging (even campgrounds) and 
giving forecasts of log-jammed roads from folks 
trying to reach areas of totality.   

If you’re staying here in San Diego, you 
may want to refer to the Andersons’ eclipse 
handout for some fun shooting ideas.  This 
handout also has many tips and links for how to 
shoot the eclipse and how to keep your eyes and 
camera’s sensor safe.  If you missed the email 
with this PDF handout attached, contact me and 
I’ll resend it to you. 
 
Happy (and safe) Shooting! 

-dee 
 
 

 
 
 
Thought for the Month 
 
“Ultimately, my hope is to amaze myself. The anticipation of discovering new possibilities 
becomes my greatest joy.” 

 – Jerry Uelsmann 
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Considering Competition Rule Changes ? 
Is it time? 
 
Two Category System – Because of the annual cycle of our high-points competition, it’s time to 
start to consider if our new two Category competition structure is working the way we had 
hoped, and whether or not it should be abandoned or changed.  

Based on our half year of experience so far, I would support either of two following changes 
for next year.  

 

1. Option 1 – Because of our consistent failures in trying to get judges to conform to our 
criteria for scoring and categorization, we propose to change the Category definitions to 
eliminate the detailed post-processing limits, and simplify the requirements to: 
• Category 1 – Images that depict objective reality. (Something that we can expect to 

see in the world around us.) 
• Category 2 – Images that depict fantasy or fiction. (They can be constructions of real 

elements, and also include computer-generated graphic elements. They must start 
with an entrant’s own photograph. The images cannot be totally composed of 
computer-generated elements.) 
 

When using our present system, I think that our judges have generally failed in 
applying the published requirements in their evaluation of Cat2 images. In spite of careful 
written and verbal instructions about Cat2 being an “open” category with no specific 
limits, many judges evaluate the images as if they were supposed to depict manipulated, 
created, fantasy themes and ideas. So if we can’t “beat” them, maybe it’s time to give up 
and change the category to do what they expect and want. 

From a personal point-of-view, when creating an artistic image, it just plain doesn’t 
make sense to me to limit the tools that the creator can use. It’s like telling a painter he 
can paint anything he wants, but he must only use a 2-inch brush.  

Finally, in viewing six months worth of Cat1 images, it seems obvious to several of 
our more skillful post-processors that a few of the current Cat1 competitors are already 
crowding (and maybe slipping over) the line that separates just enough and too much. 

 
2. Option 2 – Abandon the Two Category system, and return to the 2016 competition rules. 

 
High Points Competition – The present procedure to present first, second, and third place High 
Points Awards separately in Cat1 and Cat2 acts against Poly’s stated goal of fostering member 
growth as photographers and artists. If a person is participating to win in either category, any 
entry in his/her non-primary category can adversely effect his/her total score in the primary 
category. So that competitor will be discouraged from expanding his/her skills and horizons into 
subjects and technologies that would produce images for the non-primary category.  

We therefore propose that a third set of high points awards be created for total high points 
combined from both categories. Of course, there need to be some limits so that the same person 
couldn’t win in both in the primary category and the combined total. I suggest: 
 

1. The entrant must have a minimum of six entries in the non-primary category 
2. Irrespective of the number of entries, if an entrant wins an award in a primary category 

he/she is not eligible to win an equivalent award in the Combined category. 
3. These changes can be implemented for the 2017 high points determination, but we should 

act quickly to allow everyone some flexibility to enter a non-primary category.   
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Poly’s Winners at the San Diego Fair Photography Exhibition 
   
First Place – Architecture and 
Cityscapes  
“Center for Brain Health”  
(full Size on the cover)  
by Les Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Place – Sports  “Surf Dog Competition” by Les Anderson 
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First Place – Abstract  
“Curvaceous” by Rick Wiley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Place – Still Life  
“Forks and Shadows” by Rick 
Wiley 
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First Place – Color Scenic – Fall  “Magic Morning” by Michele McCain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Third Place – Digital Artwork 
and Illustration  “The Other 
Sister”  by Michele McCain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
August, 2017 Page 8 

 
 
 
 
 
Fourth Place – Digital Photographic Art  “In Search of Sanity” by Michele McCain  
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Third Place – All Other Plants and Trees  “Fog in the Morning” by Beverly Brock  

 
 
Fourth Place – Color – People, Informal Candid Images   
“Cambodian River” by Barbara Fletcher 
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Fourth Place – Nature (Plants, Insects, and Wild Animals)  “Flossing Time”  
by Koustav Maity 

 
  
 Fourth Place – People (Formal or Informal) “Welcome Tea” by Kim Signoret-Paar 
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Second Place – Color Scenic - Winter  “Clouds Rest” by Cynthia Parnell  

  
Third Place – Color Scenic - Winter  “Winter Fall” by Cynthia Parnell   
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

I have been a member of Poly for 21 
years and July’s competition set the all time 
record for low scores.   

Here’s the breakdown of the CAT1 and 
Cat2 scores. 
 

Category 1 had 53 entries.  The breakdown of 
the scores is as follows: 

We had 19 images that scored 5 points.    
We had 19 images that scored 6 points. 
We had 7 images that scored 7 points. 
We had 8 images that scored 8 points. 
We had 1 image that scored 9 points. 

16 images out of 53 submitted were 
accepted. 
 

Category 2 had 11 entries. 
We had 2 images score 5 points. 
We had 1 image score 6 points. 
We had 3 images score 7 points. 
We had 3 images score 8 points. 
We had 2 images score 9 points. 

8 images out of 11 submitted were accepted. 
 

Did you know Poly competitions have 
never placed any emphasis on titles?  Over 
the years we have had many images that were 
titled, “Untitled.” I thought it was interesting 
when this judge downgraded a few images 
when the picture didn’t match or support the 
title. 
 

I hope our officers and committee 
members who developed the two categories 
system will come up with a way to improve 
the way we score high points.  If they can’t, 
maybe we should drop the scoring of high 
points. 
 

Lastly, I hope all of you will get involved 
and voice your opinions on ways to improve 
our club.  To do this, I encourage you to e-
mail Poly Speaks.  We do have a “Letters to 
the Editor” S ection (when we actually get 
some responses). 

 
Talk to you next month,  
Clark

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Considering Scores – 
 
 “I always thought I was good. That’s why it was so frustrating when other people didn’t agree.”  
 

– Robert Mapplethorpe  
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Programs and Coming Events 
Josi Ross  & Barbara Fletcher

 
August 5 – Competition 
PROJECT – “A Little Bit Nerdy”  

Our judge for this month will be Sally Reis 
Vogt. Here’s a little about her, in her own 
words. 

“German born architect Meis van der Rohe 
once said ‘God is in the details.’ As a 
photographer and designer, I am in constant 
search of those visual moments and details 
which, for me, give meaning and excitement to 
the everyday world. Seeing, rather than 
photographing, is my passion and I enjoy these 
moments with or without a camera. I make 
these observations whether sitting in a room, 
riding in a car, or exploring the great outdoors. 
I do it consciously and unconsciously. My 
greatest joy comes from the visual stimulation 
which exists as much in the mundane as in the  

grand. It is in the nuances of light, pattern, 
color, gesture, proportion, and form that I find 
my entertainment. The camera is merely a tool 
to share these moments with others.” 

 You can see samples of her work and learn 
more about her on her web site at: 
photoartsgroup.zenfolio.com/p837033386 

 
 
August 19 – Lightroom Refresher; 
by Nick Agelidis, at the PAB. 

Why oh why is Lightroom so scary and 
confusing for some of us? Thankfully, we have 
Nick Agelidis to help us understand this 
program a bit more. Nick is a wonderful 
teacher and a master of Lightroom. Pick up a 
few pointers and get de-mystified. 

 

 
Paul and Lesley Shilling are participating with their Photographic and Jewelry Art in “Art Walk” 
this year. (Booth 510) As many of you know, this is one of the best all media shows in town. It’s a 
great place to see many kinds of artistic works to get fresh inspiration for your photography. It’s at 
Liberty Station – the details are below. 
 

ArtWalk @ Liberty Station, 2017 
12th Annual Fine Art Festival: August 12 & 13, 2017 

Saturday Hours: 10am to 6pm 
Sunday Hours: 10am to 5pm 

 
In 2017, ArtWalk @ Liberty Station celebrates 12 years of bringing visual arts, music, and 
interactive art-making for families to San Diego in beautiful Ingram Plaza in the arts district at 
Liberty Station. It has blossomed into San Diego’s premier venue for the arts, museums, dining, 
and entertainment. The beautiful outdoor setting, surrounding a picturesque rose garden, is flat, 
grassy, and easily accessible for both artists and attendees. ArtWalk @ Liberty Station also 
features a shaded wine and beer pavilion and a street food area. 
 
Location: Arts District at Liberty Station in Ingram Plaza 
2645 Historic Decatur, San Diego, CA 92106 
(corner of Historic Decatur and Roosevelt Road) 

 


