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“Smart Entrance” –  by Richard Fay           

 
Don’t forget to see the Photo Exhibition at the 

Fair this month.
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From the Editor 
 

This month, our featured photographer is 
Richard Fay. His images are part of the Poly 
Speaks effort to spotlight our members who are 
not so well known. Having them show us a little 
of their favorite work gives us a better picture of 
the kind of pictures they like to take. And we all 
can get to know them a little better. Personally, I 
find that I like his editorial-style images and their 
commentaries about the things people do. He 
seems to find irony and humor in the things we 
often miss in our search for “art.”  

 
I’ve been thinking about the the things that 

inspire us as photographers. As you can see in 
our coming events column, there are multiple 
visual art exhibitions at the San Diego County 
Fair this month that can provide inspiration for 
our own images.  

Fellow photographers in the Exhibition of 
Photography – The 34 separate Divisions/Classes 
will certainly show us at least a few genres 
and/or subjects we haven’t tried before, and 
many photographs of old subjects presented in 
new and different ways. All these are clear 
candidates to stimulate our imaginations. 

New and upcoming photographers in the 
Student Photography exhibition – These 
photographers often see familiar subjects with a 
new and fresh vision. Seeing what they do can 
help us to stimulate our own “new and fresh 

vision,” so we can look at what we are doing 
from a new perspective. 

And don’t forget the Fine Arts gallery – It’s 
on the first floor of the same building that houses 
our photography. These days, painters and 
sculptures create a lot of non-representational 
images. That’s not to say that they don’t do 
realistic ones too. But their very different view of 
the world can help us to expand our own view of 
the world, and give us examples of new ways to 
photograph, post-process, and present our own 
work. 

Finally, if you want to go even farther afield, 
try the Woodworking and Gem and Mineral 
exhibits. If you’re interested in abstracts, you’ll 
find inspiration in new shapes, grain and patterns 
in wood, play of light and reflection, and the 
insides of what we thought were just rocks and 
stones.  

Most inventions and creations don’t suddenly 
appear in a creative mind, or materialize from a 
fog of nothingness. They are usually combina-
tions and/or manipulations of known elements to 
synthesize something that is brand new. And 
don’t worry too much about producing copies. 
Human memory being what it is, even if you 
tried to copy something you saw, by the time you 
were done, it wouldn’t be the same at all. 

So go out, take the things you’ve seen and 
heard, and make something brand new.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Creativity 
 
We don't make a photograph just with a camera, we bring to the act of photography all the books we have 
read, the movies we have seen, the music we have heard, the people we have loved.  

- Ansel Adams 
  



 
June, 2017 Page 3 

Musings from the President 
 

 
With the melting of the heavy snowpack in 

the mountains from this past winter, Yosemite 
National Park’s waterfalls are absolutely 
awesome this year.  According to the papers, 
there has been at least a 2-hour wait to just get 
into the park.  My friends and I were fortunate 
in having reservations in Half-Dome Village 
(formerly Curry Village) the first week of May.  
The last time I was in Yosemite was with Poly 
and Yosemite Falls was absolutely dry!  This 
year was a totally different story.   

The power of Lower Yosemite Falls was 
breath-taking.  As I approached the falls, the 
temperature dropped appreciably and there was 
wind generated by the thundering falls!  Along 
with the wind was strong rain-like spray.  How 
to capture this on camera would be a challenge.  

The next day I returned with a rain jacket, a 
rain sleeve for my camera, a cotton bandana in 
my pocket along with a GoPro.  The rain sleeve 
went on the camera and an estimated setting on 
the camera to quickly capture the composition I 
had in mind.  Walking out to the center of the 
bridge with my back turned to the falls, I 

positioned myself and, like a quick-draw 
cowgirl, whipped my camera around, grabbed a 
shot, scurried back to relative shelter, wiped dry 
the camera and checked the shot.  After making 
adjustments on the camera and repeating this 
many more times, I finally got the shot I 
envisioned. 

Not being satisfied with a still shot, I needed 
to capture the awesome force and roar of the 
falls.  Once more, with Go Pro in hand but 
taking more time, I captured the falls, the heavy 
spray and the incredible rapids that ran beneath 
and beyond the bridge.   

My pants were thoroughly soaked, but both 
cameras came through unscathed.  The rain 
sleeve did its job well.  Oh, the only downside 
was that in my excitement to capture the falls on 
video I forgot that one cannot take video in a 
vertical mode!  So, if you’d like to see it, you’ll 
have to watch with your head bent! 
 

Happy Shooting! 
-dee 

 
 

 
Quote of the Month 
 

“An art is definable only in its own terms; it is as difficult to write about photography as it is about 
music, especially from a personal viewpoint. I feel that as one grows older his credo becomes simpler and 
more direct. Penetrating the smoke screens of equipment and techniques, glamor, ideology, and simple 
achievement motive, the art of photography appears as strong and vital – and purposeful – as any other 
creative medium, and stands cleanly on its own feet.  

We are confronted today with a dichotomy; as our equipment and materials constantly grow in scope 
and quality the creative and technical standards appear to be diminishing; there is a near-cult of 
photographers who seem to intentionally avoid the beautiful and precise image, concentrating only on 
subject and obvious function.  

My personal reaction to this attitude is a determination to go as far in the opposite direction as possible. 
I believe in the most beautiful and appropriate prints, and the most clarifying and revealing approach of 
mind, heart, and craft. I believe that firm objectives in this direction can fulfill the promise of photography 
as one of the great visual arts. However, we must always be logical in our critical estimates; most of 
photography is not intended as art and should not be judged as such. But if art is intended, compromise 
must not be tolerated.”  

- Ansel Adams
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Photographer of the Month – Richard Fay 
   
 “Smart Entrance” 
(Full-size image on the cover) 
While walking in Washington, DC, I spotted 
this little car parked in front of the entrance 
to the Grand Hyatt hotel. At the time, the 
hubbub about the 1% versus the little people 
was in the air, so this scene represented the 
antithesis of ostentatious excess. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
“San Francisco Embarcadero Sunrise” 
I spent many years working on the streets in this picture, so it has special resonance with me. But 
I think anyone can appreciate the moment of sunrise in a big city, when the clouds lift, and the 
streets begin to come alive. This was taken from the hallway of our hotel. 
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 “Museum Guard at His Post” 
This security guard was at the entrance to a museum in Spain. The picture above his head 
seemed to represent the metaphorical shackles of his nine-to-five job stuck in one place. No 
picture taking was allowed past this point, so I had to work quickly. 
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“Band Checks Promo 
Shot” 
An R&B band, that I've 
known for many years, 
was doing a photo shoot, 
and I had the opportunity 
to photograph that event. 
During a break in the 
shoot, the photographer 
was showing the band his 
fresh in-camera pictures. I 
grabbed this shot of the 
process, and loved the 
group tableau. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
“Hotel Conventioneers” 
While talking with acquain-
tances at a fancy hotel in 
Miami Beach, I glanced down 
and noticed this visual of the 
converging legs and feet. 
While they kept talking, I 
captured the pose. I liked the 
geometric lines and 
translucent floor, juxtaposed 
with the contrasting masculine 
and feminine characteristics. 
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This and That 
By Clark Winsor 
 

This month I’m taking my hat off to all 
the folks who volunteer as photography 
judges for Poly and all of the SCACC clubs.  

 
From January through November, a single 

judge handles Poly’s competitions.  Poly’s 
judges are volunteers, and today I want to 
thank them for taking time away from their 
families on a Saturday morning, travel the 
miles required to come to the PAB, and judge 
our competition entries.  This is a very special 
group of photographers who have given their 
time, energy, and skills to help us improve our 

photography and I applaud them.  So the next 
time our images get a score lower than we 
like, let’s remember the judge is helping us, 
and if we take to heart what he or she says our 
photography skills will improve. 
 

Did you know that for Poly’s year-end 
judging, it takes three judges working together to 
evaluate our images?.  

 
Talk to you next month,  
Clark

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Considering Creativity – 
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Programs and Coming Events 
Josi Ross  & Barbara Fletcher 

 

June 3 – Competition 
PROJECT – “Negative Space”  

Our judge for this month will be David 
King. He has been teaching Professional 
Photography as well as Film and Video 
Production since the late 1970s in California 
and Colorado.  In January 2000, he returned 
again to San Diego and taught as an adjunct 
professor of photography at San Diego City 
College and at Palomar College in San Marcos, 
CA.  He also conducts workshops and seminars 
on various areas of photography, digital 
photography, and film/video production.  In 
December 2004 he was hired full time and is 
now an Associate Professor of Photography at 
San Diego City College. 

In addition to teaching, David has been a 
judge at the famous International Photography 
Exhibition at the San Diego County (Del Mar) 
Fair since 2000 and is a returning member of 
the “Digital Dialog” panel of experts in digital 
photography featured each year during the 
exhibition.   

He has also started giving presentations to 
audiences at the Fair, for Photo groups, and at 
conferences and conventions.  In addition to 
specific photo and digital photo related topics 
such as HDRI, Macro, Panoramics and 
Mosaics, etc. he also speaks on more general 
topics such as Creativity, Becoming a “Black 
Belt” Photographer, and “The Photo tips of 
Leonardo da Vinci.” 

Now “retired” from the free-lance 
commercial world and no longer needing the 
constant stream of clients thanks to being a 
tenured professor, David is enjoying the time 
teaching, which he loves all by itself, allows 
him to do more art oriented landscape and 
portrait work and to return to writing and 
presenting.  It is all now “fun” again and is time 
to return some of the “stuff” life has pounded 
into him over the past years and try to help 
students accelerate their learning process and 
avoid some of the pitfalls he walked right into. 

June 17 – Photoshop Tips and 
Tricks 

Having a love/hate relationship with 
Photoshop? Would you like to fall just a little 
more in love with Photoshop? Attend this 
presentation and you just might get a few AHA 
Moments (as in AHA! that’s how it’s done!). 
There will be a three part presentation showing 
you some tips to make the most of your photos 
and get the creative look you want. 

   

June 2 to July 4 – San Diego 
County Fair Photo Exhibition.  
Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

This is the largest juried exhibition in 
Southern California, and there are usually over 
1200 prints in 34 separate Divisions and 
Classes covering a wide range of subjects.  

While the venue and the lighting is not 
always ideal, you get to see more good images 
there than almost anywhere else.  

There are also a variety of workshops on 
many aspects of photography and exhibition. 
There are also opportunities to interact with the 
judges and better understand the logic behind 
their choices. Check out the schedule on the fair 
web site. 

By-the-way, don’t forget to stop and take a 
look at the other Visual Art exhibitions when 
you finish with the Photography Exhibit.  

Just downstairs in the same building, there 
is the non-photographic, “Fine Arts” exhibition. 
Many of the painters and sculptors who display 
their work there are often very creative and 
non-realistic; and I often can find images to 
inspire my own pictures.  

The building just west of the main 
Photography Exhibition houses a photo exhibi-
tion of student prints from the schools in our 
area. It’s amazing how creative they can be and 
how advanced and mature some of the student-
photographers are. They offer a youthful and 
refreshing take on the images in their work that 
can also be an inspiration to all of us.  


