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From the Editor 
By the time most of you get to read this, 

the San Diego County Fair and its Exhibition 
of Photography will be over. We went 
sometime about the middle of the month, so 
we could see and appreciate the pictures in a 
thoughtful, relaxed mode, and not be 
influenced and distracted by the crowds at 
the Artists’ Reception. 

The grandstand room, with its 
fluorescent main lighting is certainly not a 
great exhibition venue. But happily enough, 
the photo staff works hard, and the physical 
environment and the lighting seem to 
improve every year.  

I haven’t seen any of the participation 
statistics yet, but it looked like fewer images 
were accepted to hang in the exhibition, 
because there was less crowding, and almost 
no images were placed at the bottom of a 
panel where the lighting was really poor.  

I have heard a few judges say that they 
thought that the overall quality of the entries 
was lower this year, but the ones in the 
exhibition seemed about the same to me. 
You know how that is – some really arres-
ting and excellent ones, a lot of good and 
interesting ones, some that don’t reach out or 
appeal to us, and the usual number of “How 
could they have possibly picked that?” ones. 

Aside from my overall impressions, I 
also have a few random observations.  

If you want to compete in the “Large 
Print” category, you’d better make it as large 
as you can, and have it printed on aluminum. 

Some judges are biased against black 
matt boards. 

Some of you still have trouble picking 
the right category.  

If the judges like an image, they will still 
give it a good score, even if it is in the wrong 

category. (Of course, they always think they 
know better than the rules.) 

But don’t think too much about the 
judges, they are always inscrutable, and 
beyond any kind of analysis.  

The lighting is still low, so you need to 
make your prints a little brighter. 

The environment is very hard on 
mounted prints. If you put them together 
with  “scotch” tape or masking tape, they 
will likely fall apart and onto the floor after a 
couple of nights, and the workers will have 
to try to repair them.  

I mentioned this a little earlier (but it 
deserves saying again), the workers in the 
trenches work really hard and do a 
tremendous job. They deserve our thanks, 
and a big, big, standing ovation for what they 
do for this event.  

  

In accordance with my suggestions last 
month, we also enjoyed other parts of the fair 
that interested us. 

We went to the fine Arts Exhibition. 
(Congratulations on your accepted painting, 
Beverly.) It’s a great place for ideas and 
inspiration. The student gallery is also filled 
with fresh outlooks. 

We also went to “Woodworking.” That 
has been one of my hobbies for a long time 
(even though my photography activities have 
pushed it into the background lately). The 
work there is beautiful and inspiring. 

And of course, we ate on the Midway. 
There is so much food there that is so odd, 
and so tempting, and so rich, and so 
delicious, and so bad for your waist line and 
overall health. And you will never be able to 
get it anywhere else. So you must have some 
of it – no, a lot of it. 

Oh well . . . it’s only once a year!!! 
 

 

Quote of the Month  
 

“If you are out there shooting, things will happen for you. If you’re not out there, you’ll only hear 
about them.” 

– Jay Maisel 
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June 1 – July 4, Del Mar, California 

An international juried exhibition of color and black-and-white photographs, and 
digital art.  

 
As usual, Poly people did very well in the Fair Photography Exhibition when the final awards 

were presented. Along with many “Honorable Mentions,” they also got cash awards. 
 

Two members got First Places in their Categories: 
• Robin Stern won First Place in Color Nature – Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, & Aquarium 

Sea Life 
• Koustav Maity won First Place in Black&White – Nature (plants, insects, and wild animals)	

Koustav also won a Fourth Place in Color, B&W, or Digital Art – Night 
 

• Dee Elwyn won a Second Place in Color Nature – Insects, Reptiles, Amphibians, & Aquarium 
Sea Life	
 

The following Members won Third Place Awards: 
• Les Anderson for Color, B&W, or Digital Art – Sports  
• Jeff Booher for Color – Waterscapes, Seascapes, Waterfalls, Water Details, etc.	
• Kim Signoret-Paar for Color Nature – All Other Plants and Trees 
 
Fourth Place Awards went to: 
• Mary Anderson for Special Event – Solar Eclipse Experience 
• Jim Collier for Color Nature – Flowers 
• Ani Sarkar for Black and White – Architecture or Cityscapes, and 

for Color, B&W or Digital Art – Fair Theme, How sweet It Is. 

 



 
July, 2018 Page 4 

Musings from Dee on “The Future of Photography – Part 1” 
By Dee Elwin 
 

At the Fair on Wednesday, June 27, a panel 
consisting of David King, Seth Mayer, a 
woman who teaches at City College and 
Evgeny Yorobe led a discussion on the 
future of photography and photographic 
equipment.  The following are some of the 
topics that were touched on or discussed. 
 
Mirrorless Cameras: It was generally 
felt that these will become more and more 
popular due to their smaller size and lighter 
weight.  None of the panelists have used a 
mirrorless, so they couldn’t comment from 
a personal point of view. 
 
Time Lapse Photography is another 
popular trend the panelists mentioned, but 
no discussion was held. One panelist 
mentioned a movie or program that was 
done entirely in time lapse.  I’ll try to get 
more information on it. 
 
Cameras and Their “Bells and 
Whistles”:  Pro photographers make up 
only a small percentage of camera sales as 
many pros hang on to their cameras for a 
long time.  Therefore, manufacturers appeal 
to the masses. Many of the bells and 
whistles on modern cameras are geared to 
attract non-professionals.  It’s likened to a 
novice snow skier who buys the most 
expensive brand-name clothing and 
equipment, but only knows how to do the 
snowplow! The panelists agreed that it’s 
not the equipment that makes you good, so 
don’t be chasing technology.  If a piece of 
camera technology is what you’ve been 
waiting for, then by all means, buy that 
camera.  It was stressed that the camera is a 
tool – you are the master.  Have you 
learned how to take advantage of all that 
your current camera can do?  
 
Cell Phones:  There’s no question that 
these are insanely popular.  Cell phone 
images are flooding the market on various 

social media, forcing serious photographers 
to become ever more creative.  The biggest 
limitation of cell phone photography is the 
lens.  There, it can’t compete (yet) with 
DSLRs. 
 
Videography:  One panelist stated that 
there is a 79 percent increase in sales for 
video cameras over stills.  With current 
technology, it’s possible to shoot video and 
capture one frame as a still to print.  This 
can be a boon to portrait photographers 
whose models will be able to move, 
resulting in very natural facial expressions.  
Moreover, video can be used to capture 
family moments for historical purposes.  
One panelist videotaped an interview with 
his grandfather.  One day, when the young 
grandchildren are adults, they’ll be able to 
see and hear their grandfather’s stories as if 
he were with them.  
 
Video Cameras vs Video-Capable 
Cameras:  Most of today’s cameras come 
with video capabilities.  In general, the 
video portion is very good.  The downfall is 
the poor in-camera audio.  One episode of 
the TV program, House, was shot with a 
Canon 5D Mark II camera.  While the 
video portion was of high quality, the 
sound had to be recorded with an outside 
source.  That is one reason pro 
videographers prefer to use dedicated video 
cameras for their work.  One panelist 
mentioned that many professional 
photographers are self-taught (or are helped 
by You Tube tutorials), but that 
videographers need to have formal training 
to make it in the professional world.  
 
Part 2 to be continued in the August issue 
of Poly Speaks. 

Happy Shooting! 
Dee Elwin 
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 An Addendum from Dee
The following is a list of cell phone apps Josi and Beverly mentioned or demonstrated at their 
Poly presentation on June 16, 2018. 
 
Josi’s Recommendations 

• Artista	Impresso	–	use	for	painterly	images	

• Brushstrokes	app	–	use	for	painterly	images	

• Filters	for	ipad	or	Filters	for	iphone	-	lots	of	fun	filters	to	play	with	

• Image	Blender	-	Josi	uses	this	a	lot	for	composite,	mask	and	blend 

• Living	Planet	-	makes	circular	“planets”	

• Photo	Card	-	They	print	and	send	(like	a	postcard).		Outstanding	quality.		$2	to	print	and	send.	

• Photo	Funia	

• Photo	Shop	Fix	-	basic	editing	including	very	good	healing	brush	-	can	control	brush	size	and	
hardness	

• Snapseed	-	free	app	that	does	a	lot	such	as	“expand”	a	sky	
 

      MORE-ADVANCED APPS 
• Elasticam	-	works	like	Photoshop’s	“Liquify”	tool	

• Enlight	-	good	editing	app	with	very	good	tutorials	

• Kaleidoscope	-	transforms	your	image	into	a	kaleidoscope	picture	

• Photo	Transfer	-	helps	transfer	images	from	ipad/iphone	to	computer	-	need	to	install	on	
computer,	also	

• Repix	-	lots	of	fun	brushes	

• Sketch	Master	-	many	ways	to	use	this	-	I	use	it	to	create	outlines	to	blend	with	other	versions	of	

my	images.	

• Stackables	-	This	app	has	a	multitude	of	textures	and	filters.	Can	do	some	masking.	You	can	play	
with	this	one.		Can	mask	effect	with	a	gradient.	

• Super	Impose	X	-	can	mask	&	save	mask	-	can	cast	shadows	-	transforms	item	-	shows	layers	

 
Beverly’s recommendations 

• A+	Signatures	-	to	sign	your	work.	

• All	Ears	Selfie	–	makes	noises	to	get	your	pet’s	attention	for	a	selfie			

• App	Advice	Daily	-	free	apps	for	the	day	

• Big	Photo	-	resizes	images	

• Camera	+	-	functions	as	a	macro	with	very	sharp	image	results	

• Distress	FX	

• Handy	Photo	-	erases	and	retouches	and	more	

• Reflect	-	adds	water	and	fog		

• Sky	Lab	-	adds	elements	such	as	trees,	birds,	people	etc.	&	layers	

• Slow	Shutter	-	as	name	implies	-	motion	blur,	light	trails,	low	light	

• Union	-	comparable	to	Image	Blender	under	Josi’s	list	-	use	to	blend	2	images	together	
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This and That  
By Clark Winsor 
 
We have been using the two-category system 
for six months now.  With only five months 
to the end of the 2018 competition year, this 
is a good time to review the results for the 
first six months. 
 

January:   
We had 51 entries in the Realistic Category. 
7 members submitted 9 entries in the Altered-
Reality Category.  
 

February: 
We had 45 entries in the Realistic Category. 
8 members entered 10 images in the Altered-
Reality Category 
 

March: 
We had 42 images in the Realistic Category. 
7 members submitted 8 images in the 
Altered-Reality Category. 
 

April: 
We had 49 images in the Realistic Category. 
10 members submitted 12 images in the 
Altered-Reality Category. 
 

May: 
We had 55 images in the Realistic Category. 
5 members submitted 7 images in the 
Altered-Reality Category. 
 

June: 
We had 43 entries in the Realistic Category. 
5 members submitted 9 entries in the Alter-
Reality Category. But 2 of these entries were 
judged as being in the wrong category and 
were penalized.  The judge did not review the 
images and gave each image a 7. 
Subtracting the two misplaced images there 
were 7 images judged.   
 

Some of the members have voiced concern 
over the cell phone entries.  The problem, as 
they see it, is images created by downloading 
aps may not fit into the realistic category.  
They may have a point.  It would be easy to 
require cell phone images created by 
downloaded aps to be restricted to the AR 
category.  This would only require a slight 

change in our by-laws.  Another option 
would be to create a cell phone category.  
This change would be in line with the San 
Diego County Fair.  The fair has a separate 
category for cell phone entries.   
 

Every year or so Canon or Nikon releases a 
next generation of DSLR that will be so 
much better than the prior release that 
photographers will flock to the camera 
dealers and upgrade to the newest and best.   
 

Let’s take a quick look at Nikon’s D850.  It’s 
been out about six months and there is still a 
waiting list to purchase.  It is a very hot item 
right now.  Time will tell if it lives up to its 
hype. 
 

Key Specifications: 
• 45.7MP BSI full-frame CMOS sensor 
• 7 fps continuous shooting with AE/AF (9 

with battery grip and EN-EL18b battery) 
• 153-point AF system linked to 180,000-

pixel metering system 
• UHD 4K video capture at up to 30p from 

full sensor width 
• 1080 video at up to 120p, recorded as 

roughly 1/4 or 1/5th speed slow-mo 
• 4:2:2 8-bit UHD uncompressed output 

while recording to card 
• 1 XQD slot and 1 UHS II-compliant SD 

slot 
• Battery life rated at 1840 shots 
• 3.2" tilting touchscreen with 2.36M-dot 

(1024×768 pixel) LCD 
• Illuminated controls 
• 19.4MP DX crop (or 8.6MP at 30fps for 

up to 3 sec) 
• SnapBridge full-time Bluetooth LE 

connection system with Wi-Fi 
• Advanced time-lapse options (including 

in-camera 4K video creation) 
 

That’s all for this month.  We will continue 
reviewing the D850 in the August issue of 
Poly Speaks.  

Clark
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Programs and Coming Events 
Josi Ross   

 
July 7 – Competition 
PROJECT – “Not Following the Rules”  

Our judge for this month will be Susan 
Coppock. Here’s a little about her, in her own 
words. 

“I like making photographs, not just taking 
them, so playing with Photoshop has been a 
thrill! Now, I get to take parts from 
photographs I have been shooting all these 
years, and adding new ones to create 
completely different and unique images. With 
digital imaging and Photoshop, I feel my 
creativity has been broadened exponentially. 
The future is very bright and only limited to 
imagination. 

My business is called Night Owl 
Photography because I have always been a 
night owl when in comes to shooting 
photographs. I have been enthralled by the 
magic and beauty of the nocturnal world for 
most of my life. I enjoy the serendipity in 
being unable to visualize completely how my 
final images will look before I press the 
shutter button—the heavens seem to be in 
control and I love seeing what ‘develops.’ 

I have been involved in all aspects of 
photography since I was a teenager. I have 
worked in photo labs, camera stores, owned a 
photo studio, taught at Palomar College, 
owned a camera store and custom frame shop, 
and currently teach photography at San 
Dieguito Academy high school.” 

 
 

 
July 21 
“Volunteer Work Day”  
9:45-AM to 12:00 noon. 

Come on down to the 
PAB!!!  It’s Poly’s turn to 
clean our photo-home. 
The larger the crew, the 
shorter the job. Lend a 
hand to help make the 
PAB sparkle. 

July 28 
Field Trip – “Surf Dog Competition” at 
Imperial Beach  

We’ve shifted this month’s schedule a 
little to allow us to plan a field trip to 
photograph this summer’s Surf Dog 
Competition.  

Get stoked! It's time for the most 
adorable surf event of the year . . .The 
Imperial Beach Surf Dog Competition, 
where fearless surFUR dogs will jump on 
their boards and hang 20! The Imperial 
Beach event is the original surf dog 
competition. Check out the action adjacent to 
the Imperial Beach Pier, where more than 60 
dogs are expected to participate in this 
family friendly event. Even better, it raises 
funds for the San Diego Humane Society. 

So enjoy some fun in the sun at this annual 
event, and capture images of our four-legged 
friends actually hanging eight on their favorite 
surfboards.  

We’ll meet at the pier at 8:30 am. For all 
the information you’ll need, check out the link 
below: 
https://surfdogevents.com/#series 

 
 


