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From the Editor 
 

This month, our headline news is from 
Poly’s yearly Awards Luncheon. As usual, 
the LaJolla Country Club was a great venue 
with good food and service, a separate 
banquet room, and a darkened projection 
room for our show and award presentations. 
How could it be any better than that? 

Of course, the primary purpose of all this 
is to announce and show our year-end 
awarded images. Charlie’s show of all the 
submitted images was excellent, and I was 
able to sit back and appreciate each of them. 
For those of you who weren’t there, all the 
medal winners and their pictures are shown 
in this issue, starting on Page 4.  

Congratulations to all of you (and 
especially to Dee Elwin, who I saw wearing 
four medals and holding a bunch of HM 
ribbons). 

 

Our year end party is the one Poly event 
that gives us a really good look at the best 
photographs that our members are creating. 
Even more important, we get to see what 
each of you thinks is his/her best work. I 
know it feels good to win a medal or ribbon, 
but what I like is seeing is the show of all the 
images you choose to submit in Charlie’s 
show before the awards. I think that’s a 
better example of where we are as 
photographers; and they’re all terrific. Good 
Job everyone!!! 

 

Speaking of good pictures, don’t forget 
about entering the Photographic Exhibition 
at the San Diego County Fair this year. I 
know that the submission dates seen to sneak 
up on me every year. After all, the Fair is the 
start of the summer, and winter is not even 
over yet.  

Seriously though, with 34 divisions and 
classes, you should be able to find one that 
suits your style and favorite subjects. 

The first round of selection (Tier 1) is 
done by three judges on electronic images, 
submitted on-line. So it’s not difficult or 
expensive to enter. After that, if you’re selec-
ted, you need to submit a 16x20 print for 
each selection; or a smaller print mounted on 
a 16x20 mat board. If you like to make really 
big prints, there’s a class for that too. 

There are usually over 4000 entries for 
Tier 1, and the roughly 1200 images that are 
selected for hanging in the exhibition can be 
offered for sale at a price you set yourself.  
They will likely be viewed by ten to twenty 
thousand people. Where else can you get 
exposure like that? 

 

Finally, on a personal note. What I’ve 
seen from Al and his executive committee 
has made me enthusiastic for Poly’s future. 
When I look at the talent and interest of our 
new and older members, and their ideas and 
enthusiasm, I have high expectations for our 
club.  
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Thoughts from our President 
  

We recently enjoyed a fantastic end-of-
year banquet. In the past few years I’ve 
attended our banquets, but this year I saw it 
from a completely different viewpoint - as 
that of Poly president. Here are a few of my 
observations. 

Watching and enjoying our members’ 
images flashing on the screen, I was struck 
by the depth, talent, and creativity of our 
Poly membership. It reminded me of what 
inspired me to join Poly in the first place. I 
wanted to learn, share, and network with 
others who enjoy the same photographic 
interests as I do.  

Over the years as a Poly member I have 
been hesitant in submitting images for our 
competition, maybe because I thought my 
images were not at the same level as I see 
from our members, or maybe I was just not 
ready for a judge’s critique. 

Watching those images on the screen 
inspired me, and hopefully others as well, to 
participate more in our monthly 
competitions, because that is the way we 
share, learn and improve our own 
photography. 

I also took a keen interest in observing 
our members interact with each other.  I 
watched people work the room, greet each 
other, talk about the old cameras on the 
tables, check out the raffle items, and just 
make pleasant conversation. I made a mental 
note to have more Poly social outings this 
year. 

I also took note of our various banquet 
volunteer organizers, working quietly behind 
the scenes making sure everything was going 
as planned. An event like this doesn’t just 
happen, it’s planned well in advance, with 
every little detail in place to ensure all goes 
off as planned. Watching this reminded me 
that Poly exists only because of its many 
volunteers, including those who clean our 
gallery and host our clubhouse. 

I would encourage all members to get 
involved by volunteering in one of our many 
Poly committees or projects, or just by 
making suggestions on how we can improve 
our club.  I know each committee chair could 
always use a helping hand. 

After all, it is our club. 

 
 
 
 

Important Reminder 
  

The San Diego County Fair – Photography Exhibition Is Coming Soon 
 

You only have a little more than a month to get your pictures ready to enter. 
 

Entry deadline: (electronic submission) Friday, April 10, 2020  
Tier 1 Notification: Wednesday, April 22, 2020. 
Entry delivery, shipped entries: (mounted prints) Must arrive Thursday, April 23 to 
Tuesday, May 12  
Entry delivery, in person: (mounted prints) Tuesday, May 12, and Wednesday, May 13, 
noon-7:00pm.  
Artist reception: Thursday, June 4, 2020, 7:00-9:00pm. 
Exhibit dates: June 5-July 5, 2020. 
Entry pick-up date: Monday, July 6, 2020. 
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Poly’s Year End Awards for 2019 
 
Last month, we had our annual year-end awards luncheon for all the pictures that were entered in 
competition during the year. Each of our competition participants entered the best of their images 
and a panel of three judges selected the ones they thought were the best. We’re showing you the 
medal winners here.  

 
Best of Show – “Tree and Falls” (Full size image on the Cover)   
by Dee Elwin 
This picture also won First Place in the “Realistic” category 
 
 
Van Nostrand Award – Best Nature Image –  
“Bee on Aloe” –  by Robin Stern  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bob Rittenhouse Award – Most 
Creative Image – “Tina” by Dan Palermo   
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First Place – Altered Reality 
Category 
“Pitched Forks” – by Rick Wiley 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Second Place – Altered 
Reality Category 
“Flamingo Rider” 
by Dee Elwin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Third Place – Altered Reality 
Category 
“Dia de Muertos” – by Dan Palermo   
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First Place – Realistic Category 
“Tree and Falls” (Full size image on the Cover) – by Dee Elwin 
 
Second Place – Realistic Category 
“Sunset in a Tropical Forest” – by Kim Signoret Paar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Third Place – Realistic Category 
“The Window”  –  by James Woodward 
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First Place – Project  
Subject: “Vanishing Point” –  
by Barbara Fletcher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Place – Project  
Subject: “Windows” –  
by Kim Signoret Paar 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Third Place – Project  
Subject: “Using Glass” –  
by Dan Breslin  
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High Points Winners 
 

Our High Points Competition is different from the competitions that select the “best of” 
individual images submitted in 2019 monthly competitions in our separate categories. These awards 
recognize a whole Body of Work created by Poly photographers in the course of the entire year. 
They recognize dedication, commitment, and constancy of photographic excellence over the long 
term.  

In competitions like this, wherein we have scoring by human judges, who have their own “most 
important” set of standards, individual biases, and subject preferences, we need to try to 
accommodate those differences. High Points ranks are determined by the sum of the monthly score 
totals for the highest nine of the eleven monthly competitions in our club year. That allows a 
photographer to eliminate two months where he or she is totally out-of-sync with a particular judge. 
We’ve also tried to make our rules and requirements very simple. There are three separate high 
points categories that have simple definitions and rules for entry. We can summarize them as 
follows: 

1. Realistic – Any subject, no limit on post-processing, the finished image must look 
“real.” 

2. Altered Reality – Any subject, no limit on post-processing or added elements, the 
finished image must be created from a photograph you have taken. 

3. Combined – Total points from both categories. Eligibility requires a minimum of six 
images entered in both Realistic and Altered Reality categories. 

The winners for 2019 are: 
 
Realistic 

1st Place – Bill Godwin-Austen 146 pts 
1st Place – Jeff Booher  146 pts 
2nd Place – Robin Stern  143 pts 
3rd Place – Marietta Baginsky  136 pts 

 
Altered Reality 

1st Place – Dan Palermo  148 pts 
2nd Place – Rick Wiley    89 pts 
3rd Place – Dee Elwin     86 pts 

 
Combined 

1st Place – Barbara Fletcher  150 pts 
2nd Place – Joan Harris  148 pts 
3rd Place – Beverly Brock  147 pts 
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Ten Minutes with:  DAN PALERMO  
By Dee Elwin 
 

At the recent Poly Banquet Awards Luncheon, 
Dan casually mentioned that he’s been a Poly 
member for about 30 years (one of a few long-
time members).  He is “famous” for his uber-
creative images and, at the Banquet, was 
awarded First Place for AR High Points.  In 
addition, he received 
First Place in the 
Altered-Reality 
Category, Creative 
Image of the Year 
("Tina"), the Third 
Place Altered-Reality 
Image of the Year 
("Dia de Muertos") and 
three Honorable 
Mention ribbons 
(Project and AR 
Categories).  I thought 
it was time to learn 
more about this 
interesting, creative 
member. 
 
Q:  Tell us something about your 
background. 
I was born in Chicago and a few months later 
my family moved to San Diego.  After 
attending Hoover High School, I graduated 
from the University of California, San Diego 
with a degree in Research Psychology.  
Shortly afterwards, I received a Master’s 
degree in Psychology from San Diego State 
University.  Using my background in statistics 
and behavior research, I began work as a 
Research Psychologist at the Navy's Center 
for Prisoner of War Studies.  Five years later, 
I switched careers and worked for the 
Computer Sciences Corp as a Computer 
Systems Specialist for 28 years.  For the past 
11 years, I've been self-employed as a stock 
and bond market trader and investor, still 
using my background in statistics, behavior 
analysis, and computer programing. 
 

Q:  What was your photographic experience 
previous to joining Poly? 

I was given a Kodak box camera when I 
was 8 years old.  “Taffy,” my pet dog, was my 
first model.  When I was 10. I became the 
official family photographer on a cross-

country road trip from San Diego to 
Chicago, and shot slides with my 
mother’s 35mm Argus camera.  In 
college, I took my first black & 
white darkroom class, and later took 
additional Adult Ed classes that 
taught advanced black & white 
darkroom techniques. 

 
Q:  When did you join Poly and 
are you/have you been a member 
of other clubs? 

I became a Poly member in 
1990, shortly after I was asked to 
judge their monthly Poly slide 
competition.  Poly was a small 
group back then, fewer than 20 
members, which included several 

expert photographers. One Poly member was 
the former head of photography of the San 
Diego Zoo. 

I was a member of the now disbanded 
SCACC club, called Photo Arts.  Sadly, their 
members refused to shoot digital, and 
continued to enter color slides in monthly 
competitions.  Eventually Photo Arts stopped 
attracting new members, and went from being 
the largest SCACC club to shutting down 
shortly after 2001.  
 
Q:  What was competition like at the time 
you joined Poly? 

In 1990, competitions were held on the 
first monthly Friday night and only allowed 
35mm slides.  The scoring system was based 
on a 3-to-9 point scale, instead of the 6-to-9 
points used today.  I’m still secretly-proud to 
be one of the few club members to have been 
given a “4” in competition (the judge didn’t 
like the title of my slide). 
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Q:  Were you always interested in creative 
(AR) photography?  If not, what drew you to 
it? 

As early as I can remember, I’ve been 
interested in Science Fiction (from The 
Twilight Zone to Star Trek; from Ray 
Bradbury to Michael Crichton).  Using any 
and all the digital photographic tools I have 
available, I want to share the “science fiction” 
I see in my head with others. 
 
Q:  Is there a particular photographer who 
has inspired you? 

Jerry Uelsmann.  If you don’t know who 
he is, Google him.  He has created some of 
most mind-boggling, jaw-dropping darkroom 
photography imaginable… before the 
invention of Photoshop.  If you think you need 
a computer to be creative, think again!  
(Editor’s note:  CS6 and basic Topaz plug-ins are 
Dan’s tools.) 
 
Q:  From where or what do you draw your 
inspiration? 

I’m inspired by art galleries, art books, art 
videos, and jazz/classical music.  To stay fresh 
and creative, I avoid paying close attention to 
what other photographers are doing.  I try to 
think like an artist, one who starts with a blank 
canvas and creates what the mind sees.  I’ll 
always look for unique and unusual ways to 
merge art with photography. 

 
Q:  What is the most interesting, funny or 
scary thing that has ever happened to you 
while shooting? 

Very early one Sunday morning, I went 
out to photograph several modernistic 
buildings in Sorrento Valley.  I set up my 
equipment in an empty plaza where no one 
was in sight.  Suddenly, a young attractive 
woman in a tight black dress, carrying a black 
briefcase, quickly walked out of a passage 
way.  Immediately, from the other side, a 
distinguished-looking man in a dark suit 
approached her.  Without saying stopping or 
saying a word, she discreetly handed-off her 
briefcase to him, and they continued to walk 

in opposite directions, out of sight.  I walked 
over to where they had been, puzzled.   

Suddenly, a loud voice came from the top 
of a building, yelling at me to get out of the 
plaza.  Looking up, I saw professional video 
cameras aiming down on me.  The video crew 
was filming the opening credit’s sequence for 
a TV show called “Silk Stalkings.”  To this 
day, whenever the show is on reruns, my 
favorite part is the opening credits and 
watching the “briefcase handoff.” 
 
Q:  What was your thought process in 
creating the "Having a Bad Day" image of a 
man trapped inside a water bottle? 

 
A little trick I use to inspire me is to think 

of ways to combine two objects into one.  In 
this case, my goal was combine a kitchen 
water dispenser with a trapped man.  

One day I wondered how horrifying it 
would be to see someone living inside a water 
bottle if I went into the kitchen late at night.  
Where did the idea come from?  Maybe it was 
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past memory from watching the Twilight 
Zone or Outer Limits.   

The first thing I did was take a realistic 
picture of my water dispenser and edit it in 
Photoshop to get rid of water bubbles, the 
"Culligan" logo on the water bottle, and other 
distractions. Photoshop's Clone tool and 
Content-Aware Fill tool were invaluable.   

Next, from my model archives, I found a 
picture of a male model who was pressing his 
hands against a window.  With a little help 
using Photoshop's Transform: Distort tool, 
and the Liquify filter, I was able to tweak the 
man, darken him, and make final adjustments 
to get him to realistically look like he was 
stuck inside the water bottle.   

Lastly, in order to connect all the visual 
elements, I applied Photoshop's Adjustments: 
Photo Filter effect, ensuring that everything in 
the image would have the same color cast.  
The Sepia Photo Filter is my favorite color to 
use. 

 

Q:  Before we leave this interview, do you 
have any advice you can give to 
photographers? 

First, get the word “No” out of your head 
and then expose yourself to as much creativity 
as you can find (art, sculpture, fashion, music, 
photography, architecture, nature).  You’ll 
begin to realize that you can turn anything into 
something fascinating. 

Second, it is not necessary to travel long 
distances to get competition-worthy images.  
Although I’ve visited places from Australia to 
USA’s East Coast, and many National Parks 
in-between, my favorite award-winning 
images have come from our own backyard, 
San Diego County.  With the world famous 
San Diego Zoo, Safari Park, Hawk Watch, 
pristine beaches, beautiful deserts, public 
gardens, lakes, mountains, and some of the 
most-attractive photographic models in 
Southern California, we have been blessed 
with an endless supply of subjects to 
photograph… all within 60 miles of our 
doorstep.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quote of the Month 
(Part 3) 
 
“Everyone with a camera thinks 
he/she is a photographer these 
days”     
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Programs and Coming Events 
 
March 7 – Competition 
PROJECT – “Rope or Chains”  

Our judge for March will be Bruce Mason 
Here’s a little about him: 

Bruce grew up in Portland, Oregon. He 
was educated there from kindergarten through 
college, where he 
majored in 
physics. After 
working two years 
in the Northwest, 
he and his new 
wife Brenda 
moved to the San 
Diego area where 
they continue to 
live today, after 
50+ years of 
marriage. They have two sons, both living in 
the same area. Bruce’s career was virtually all 
with defense related R&D. 

In college, a darkroom was available and 
soon it was usual to see him there until late at 
night. At that time he did black and white 
only, both to save money and because that 
format is so powerful. After graduation, he 
also began using the color medium and 
eventually switched to that approach 
exclusively. 

An adult class in photography taught him 
the basics of composition and introduced him 
to camera clubs. The biggest help in his 

photographic development was from the 
comments received in club competition. As a 
result, he now pays back what helped him by 
judging frequently for local clubs. 

Along the way, he was encouraged to try 
Exhibitions. Things started slowly but soon 
picked up. In the end he had earned a 
Diamond Star in Nature and three Galaxies in 
Color. He was recently awarded the MPSA. 
Virtually all his acceptances were with 
landscapes, including a few Best of Shows in 
both Nature and Color. He earned his EPSA in 
2001 and his MPSA in 2012. 
Bruce has judged a number of Internationals 
and greatly enjoys the chance to see the top 
work of others. Doing this he finds that he is 
rewarded with many new ideas in technique 
and subject matter and grows with the 
stimulus. 
 
March 21 – Event to be announced 
 
April 10 – San Diego County Fair 
Photography Exhibition 

Entry deadline: (electronic 
submission) Friday, April 10, 2020.  

More details and other important dates for 
this large exhibition are shown on Page 3. The 
complete information that you need for entry 
is on the Fair web site at:  
https://sdfair.com/exhibits/photography/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


