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From the Editor 
 

Here we are at home! I don’t know for 
how long. But it’s not bad so far. It’s 
actually raining outside. I can light a fire, 
kick-back, put my feet up, read a good book, 
have some wine, maybe even take a little 
nap. I wonder how long it will be before 
Dorothy reminds me that I need to do 
something “productive”. . . She’s not very 
good at doing “nothing” for very long. 

So, to forestall any suggestions about 
cleaning up my office or fixing something 
around the house, I decided to work on this 
issue of Poly speaks. Al and I thought it 
would be good to remind all of you that even 
though we won’t be having our regular 
meetings in the PAB or able to go on field 
trips together for a while, Poly is still active.  

For example, I see that even though there 
might not be any in-person group activities 
anytime soon, our members are looking for 
substitute opportunities, using our 
computers, to show one-another our images 
and get some feedback. (See the thread of 
emails that Rick Wiley started.) It looks like 
there are a few people putting things together 
to make that happen.  

 

On a less frivolous personal note, I am 
now finding a bunch of things that were in 
my “put-off until later” files. Surprise, 
having some time that has no other demands, 
make’s it the “later” that I’ve been waiting 
for.  

First, I upgraded my Mac OS-10 
Operating System to the latest “Catalina” 
version, and also upgraded my backup 
capability. Then I brought my Photoshop and 
MS Office versions up to date. All that was 

surprisingly easy, with only a couple of 
minor incompatibilities in things I seldom 
use. Now everything is working faster and 
better than before. 

After tuning up my tools, I’ve attacked 
some saved, photo-related netcasts and 
webinars. And there was “What’s new in 
Photoshop 2020” to learn about. And now, 
I’m also working on some new picture ideas 
and concepts. 

 

There’s also the exhibition at the Fair 
(maybe). The deadline for Photography 
entries is less than two weeks away (April 
10). The latest statement by the Fair Board is 
that they are assuming the Fair will go ahead 
on schedule, and that they are continuing 
with their planning. As far as the photo exhi-
bition is concerned, the published dates and 
deadlines still apply. They have also said: 

“Entry fees are non-refundable, however 
in the event of competition cancellation, 
entry fees will be applied to the following 
year or refunded.”  

I wonder if we get to choose which one. 
For me, the bottom line is now that 

we’ve reached the point where it’s time for 
large numbers of the public to start to partici-
pate; it’s time to make a real decision. I think 
it’s totally irresponsible to continue to say: 
“we’re continuing our planning,” and “we’ll 
sort of give you your money back,” when our 
whole society is trying to survive with social 
distancing and bans on gatherings. 

But that’s traditional political-speak, 
designed to avoid responsibility for either 
decision, and I guess I’m just expecting too 
much from a board of political appointees.  

 
 
Thought of the Month 
“People always make the mistake of thinking art is created for them. But really, art is a private 
language for sophisticates to congratulate themselves on their superiority to the rest of the world. 
As my artist’s statement explains, my work is utterly incomprehensible and is therefore full of deep 
significance.” 

Calvin – explaining Art to Hobbs 
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Thoughts from our President 
Al  Larranaga
  
I love travel photography, but during this 
very unusual time, I have a full tank of gas, a 
camera and nowhere to go. I’m sure this 
applies to most of us. So . . . what to do? 
Sitting here on a soft recliner just staring at 
my back yard after a small rain 
shower, I noticed flowers in 
bloom, bright white clouds 
playing hide and seek with the 
sun, creating long shadows just 
tempting me to get my camera. 
 
Up from my chair, camera in hand 
I spent the next few hours 
photographing places and scenes 
in my back yard I didn’t even 
know existed. I thought of my grandkids, 
home because of school closures, called 
them and gave them photo assignments they 
could do in their own backyard. They are 
playing with photography because their 
grandpa does it and if grandpa loves it, then 
so do they. 
 

Attached is one of my backyard images 
taken early one morning after a light shower. 
Not an award winner for sure, but for me it 
was an escape from being alone during my 
home confinement. Photography can be a 

great tool to keep us busy, active, 
and let our creativity flow. There 
are photo opportunities 
everywhere we look even in our 
own back yard.  
 
Moral to this short article is not 
to let this strange time and 
constant bad news keep you from 
what you do best, create photo 
images. Take advantage of your 

creative talents and photograph the beauty 
around us and share them with friends. I 
found it was a great way for me to cope with 
the loneliness of our “stay at home” mandate 
and hope it will for you too. 
 
I look forward to seeing all my Poly friends 
soon. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Quote of the Month 
(Part 4) 
 
“Everyone with a camera thinks he/she is 
a photographer these days”  
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Featured Photographer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Julie Bieler 
 
Julie Bieler joined Poly Photo Club in January. She moved back to Carlsbad last summer after 
being away for 23 years living abroad then on the East Coast. Her Photography has been a lifelong 
passion, but a year long run on Instagram has challenged her commitment to the craft full tilt. For 
the better part of the last 20 years, Julie has lived a life on the water, living on Gwynn's Island, VA 
on the Chesapeake. Many of her photographs were taken from her kayak, but also on her travels 
and exploration of the Virginia countryside. She loves texture, detail and hopes to tell a story 
through each of her photographs. 

 
 “Broken” (Full size image on the Cover)  
This is a composite photo created with a photo I took of a broken 
architectural piece in the Czech Republic combined with flora from 
Swami's Meditation Garden in Encinitas. Again, the textures are what 
inspired me to create this image. 
 
 
 “Lather Up” – I was struck by the texture and variety of the brushes in 
this collection found at Seattle's Collection's Cafe at Chihuly Garden 
and Glass Museum. 
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“Rest Stop” 
One of many 
hundreds of 
photos taken 
when kayaking 
off my little 
island home on 
the Chesapeake. 
This shot was 
taken on a shoal 
just off an area 
known as Sand 
Island on the 
Chesapeake. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
“Close Enough” 
I have had the good 
fortune of living on 
the water and 
watched season 
after season of 
nesting Ospreys in 
our creek. I took 
many, many photos 
of them from my 
kayak, but this 
photo I especially 
liked for the action 
and power of these 
birds implied from 
its talons. 
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“Amber Waves of Grain” – This old barn is located on the property of my local golf course in 
Virginia on the Piankatank River. I had always wanted a shot of this old barn, but never brought my 
35mm golfing with me. I finally achieved this shot before my departure from Virginia. 
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Thoughts While Staying Home 
By Dee Elwin 
 

While sequestering at home, I realized this 
would be a great time to practice some of the 
many editing skills I’ve bookmarked on You 
Tube to try.   

One site that stands out is PixImperfect 
where you can find a tutorial for just about 
anything you want to learn in PhotoShop.  
Unmesh Dinda, at age 23, is the founder and 
host with a following of 1.5 million viewers! 
He has amazing PhotoShop editing skills and 
explains processes clearly (his accent is not a 
problem).  He does move fast without a lot of 
wasteful chatter.  Bookmarking his tutorials 
would be recommended so you can pause and 
go back many times to take notes (as I said, 
he moves fast).   

Here’s an example of something easy to 
try that you may not have known: “Remove 
Anything Automatically by Tricking the 
Content-Aware Fill in Photoshop” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvIF0eOg25k   

 
Another photographer I just discovered 

while watching a black and white tutorial by 
Jim Welninski is Blake Rudis, who created the 
Zone System Express program.  It’s quite 
expensive; but includes an interesting zone 
system in color! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfZ4VXSE02o 

 
I asked a few of our members how they 

were passing their down time and to share 
some links or favorite photographers with 
Poly. 

 
John Kane:  I’m currently working on a 
video project that has gotten some thought but 
little action over the past few years: water 
drop animation. Also, spending lots of time 
with PS and FCPx. 

I’ve put out several feeders to attract 
photogenic fowl, but the birds seem to be 
practicing extreme social distancing. 

 
Carol Flanagan Corsi:  Photographically, 
I've been watching a lot of online videos for 

photography techniques as well as Photoshop 
and Lightroom tutorials.  In my garden the 
freesia and tulips are blooming and the azalea 
bush just sprouted its first flowers, so I'm 
practicing my floral photography.   

 
Photographer Scott Kelby of KelbyOne is 

hunkered down at home like everyone, so 
during the pandemic he's doing a free weekly 
webcast on Fridays 8AM PT.  This past week 
it was How to Prep your Images for Printing 
at a Photo Lab. Next week he will be on 
Monday, March 30 at 11AM ET.  He's 
recording them so if you don't catch the live 
event you can view them later.  Here's the link 
to the one on printing: 
https://members.kelbyone.com/webcast/how-to-
prep-your-images-for-printing-at-a-photo-lab/ 

He has other free archived webcasts you 
can find on KelbyOne, although most of his 
videos on KelbyOne are only available 
through his fee-based service.  He does offer 
some free videos on his You Tube Channel. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottkelby  

 
Another site that offers fee-based classes 

is also doing more free tutorials and webcasts 
during the pandemic.  It's called Visual 
Wilderness, check out their website to see 
what's free.  Their link is: 
https://visualwilderness.com/ 

 
There are so many photographers on 

YouTube.  A few that I like are Serge 
Ramelli, Matt Kloskowski, Sean Bagshaw and 
Mark Denney.  They offer many free videos 
on their YouTube Channels.  Here are links to 
their channels 
https://www.youtube.com/user/cmoeu 
https://www.youtube.com/user/mkloskowski 
https://www.youtube.com/user/mo4nta1n 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCujr_Hr
X3ThMb34DV5YXHIg 

 
Ernesto Corte: We are limiting ourselves to 
walking within our gated community. We 
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were surprised to see, on television, how 
many people descended on the beaches.  For 
shopping, we try to do it once a week; but are 
now thinking of doing it online.  

I’m using the extra time at home to 
organize my travel photos and update my 
photography website. I am actually “multi-
tasking” doing this while at the same time 
digitizing my collection of CD and LP music. 

Depending on how long this quarantine 
will last I might go back to a time long gone 
and scan some of my black and white film 
negatives and color slides.  

(For you macro lovers, Ernesto shared 
this link:)  
http://learnandsupport.getolympus.com/learn-
center/photography-tips/macro/its-the-little-
things-that-matter-macro-photography 

 
Carol Murdock: I photographed some small 
daisies that had rain drops on them then used 
stacking to get sharpness. I was having 
difficulty with my computer mouse jumping 
all over so I bought a new keyboard & mouse. 
Everything is working well now. I did go to 
Mission Trails Park to do a sunset but the 
place is one big muddy mess - had to clean 
two sets of shoes when I got home.   

 
Kim Signoret-Paar:  I've been using 
Lightroom with the catalog and all the image 
files on an external drive but it has gotten 
really too slow. I've moved the catalog to the 
hard drive.  And I'm now going through 
photos that I haven't fully reviewed, rating 
them with stars for more processing and 
actually deleting some images!! 

I updated my photography website – I 
added a new gallery of photos.  

This next week I'll work on my 
submission to the SD County Fair. (Note from 
dee – Will the Fair really be allowed to take 
place this year?) 

I'm looking forward to Larry Vogel's 
B&W Workshop.  I want to be able to add 
layers from Nik Filters, in particular Silver 
Efex, to a Photoshop file.  I have been going 

from Lightroom to edit in Silver Efex, but not 
creating the layer structure that Larry uses.   

My favorite photographer is Edward 
Weston –  https://edward-weston.com/ 

Two other links of interest:  Complete 
Guide To Using Snapseed To Edit Your 
iPhone Photos  -
https://iphonephotographyschool.com/snapseed/ 

For Lightroom and Photoshop, anything 
by Julieanne Kost on YouTube -
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh5bKK
Si_bGJh717hVlEbRg 

(Note from dee:  We may not be doing 
much traveling for a while, but because of her 
extensive international travelling Kim has 
shared tips related to equipment, editing or 
plug-ins that she uses.  The information can 
be stored for future use.) 

On my last trip I took an iPad, iPhone, and 
digital camera.  I used a "Lightning to SD 
Card Camera Reader" adapter to upload my 
digital camera raw files to my iPad Photos.  I 
then imported all raw files from iPad Photos 
to Lightroom Mobile and deleted them from 
iPad Photos.  I also imported my favorite 
iPhone camera photos into LR Mobile. And I 
used the camera in Lightroom Mobile to take 
raw DNG photos.  

While I traveled, I edited and organized on 
my iPad in Lightroom Mobile -- this included 
my iP camera JPG photos, iP Lightroom 
camera DNG files and my digital camera raw 
files.  I posted some of the images to 
Facebook .  When I got home, everything 
downloaded from the Lightroom Cloud to my 
laptop Lightroom.  

 
From dee:  Thanks to all of you who shared 
information for this article.  In spite of the 
grave situation of this virus, it’s uplifting to 
see how many people in the arts, music and 
crafts world are opening their cyber doors to 
anyone stuck at home.  Artistic outlets are 
good for the soul.  

Stay well and happy shooting or happy 
editing for now! 

-dee 
 


