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One of the best things we can do about the Covid19 virus is 
LAUGH ABOUT IT 
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From the Editor 
 

Oh well – here we are again – still at 
home. It seems that most of the people I 
know are taking this pandemic seriously, 
even though it already seems like a long 
time.  

I don’t know about you, but I have 
learned a lot about on-line ordering and 
delivery. Both have been convenient, fast, 
and efficient for us. (UPS and FedX were 
already here this morning, and left packages 
of “stuff” piled on the front porch.) 

I was starting to worry that our supply of 
one of the necessary staples for survival in 
these worrisome times was running low. But 
Costco was able to solve the problem for us. 
I bet you didn’t know that you could order 
wine from them and they will deliver it 
directly to your home?  

 

I know, you’re already thinking, “This is 
a photo club magazine, what about 
photography?” Well, in this issue, Dee has 
done her usual great job investigating and 
documenting some of our members’ 
activities while “social distancing” and 
mostly staying at home. This month, it’s 
post-processing. She has some wonderful 
AR examples and commentary in her article. 

 

Our “Zoom” competitions look like 
they’re going to work great! A great big 

“high-five” to Al for his leadership on this 
issue, and to Mike and Bill for making it 
work so well, and Rick for recruiting judges 
who are willing to embrace this level of 
computer technology. Our monthly 
competitions have always drawn Poly 
member’s highest participation and have 
been our best-attended meetings. Its really 
good to be able to continue them through 
these trying times. 
 

Sometimes, it’s hard to avoid thinking 
about the pandemic’s threats to world-wide 
life and well-being, and the countermeasures 
that are being employed against it. I have 
been seeing more and more articles about the 
psychological impacts of living in a threatful 
environment, coping with the loneliness 
caused by staying home most of the time, 
and limiting in-person contacts.    

 

But as photographers, I think we are 
really well off. We have endless 
opportunities to practice our art, and there is 
no end to the new ideas, methods, and 
technologies to learn about. And as Poly 
members, we have the opportunity to share 
all that with like-minded people. Finally, 
when all these troubles have past, we have a 
ready-made group of people we like and can 
physically return to.
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Thoughts from our President 
Al  Larranaga
  

Our recent Zoom competition meeting was 
proof that even with a “stay in place” directive 
you cannot keep a great photography club down. 

Many thanks to all who worked together to 
create a virtual on-line competition meeting for 
our Poly membership. A special thanks to Bill 
and Mike who ensured the meeting went as 
planned. What we saw was the successful Zoom 
meeting. What we did not see was all the work 
done behind the scenes to make sure all went 
well. Thank you. Also, thanks to Rick for 
arranging our judge on short notice. 

We had a total of 38 Poly members log in to 
the meeting. We had great images, which as 
always inspired me to keep improving my 
photography. 

 
My photography interest is travel landscape, 

and like many of us I am a prisoner in my own 
home, unable to travel. Watching our 
competition on-line inspired me to review and 
organize my many images just sitting on my hard 
drives and to retrace some of my road trips 
through my photography. Inspired by our virtual 
meeting, I developed an e-mail list comprised of 
some of my travel friends, family, and others and 
decided to bore them with images of some my 
favorite road trips.  

My first road trip was “waterfalls of the 
northwest,” Then I traveled Highway 1 from 
Bodega Bay along the California Coast, through 
the majestic redwoods, up the rugged and 
beautiful Oregon Coast, up to the northwest tip 
of the Olympic Peninsula. My third trip was 
traveling the famous Route 66 highway through 
California, Arizona, and New Mexico.  

I have not decided on my next road trip, 
either the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta or Utah 
National Parks. 

Since starting my photography virtual trips 
many of my friend have forwarded to others and 
I weekly get requests asking to be added to my 
list. None to be taken off. Yet. 

I have found this has a been a good outlet to 
keep myself busy and still enjoy my passion, 
travel photography.  In going back to some of my 
early photography, I realized how much my 
photography has improved since I joined Poly. 
Thank you all for that. 

 
I would like to hear what some of my Poly 

friends have been doing during this “stay in 
place” time. Maybe we can include some of your 
thoughts in future newsletters or Poly Flashes. 

In the meantime, stay home, stay healthy, 
stay creative. I look forward to Zooming with 
you for our competitions. 

 
 

 
 
 
Quote of the Month 
(Part 5) 
 
“Everyone with a camera thinks 
he/she is a photographer these days” 
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More Thoughts While Staying Home 
By Dee Elwin 
 

During one of Larry Vogel’s daily “Photoshop on the Fly” sessions, he commented that, “Being 
creative is saying, ‘What If…?’”.  Larry suggested printing out a copy of an image you’re working 
on so you can see it many times a day.  Eventually, you’ll have an “Aha!” moment – realizing what 
the image needed to have more impact. While we’re home staying safe, you may want to go through 
some of your many images and, maybe, with a lot of imagination (and perhaps a glass of wine), you 
can come up with a great “What If…” image too? 

A great example is Ansel Adams’ original version of “Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico.”  If 
you have seen the original, you can imagine him looking at it, and thinking, “This looks flat!  What 
if I darken the sky dramatically?” He did, and the rest is history! 

How many of us have looked at one of our images and thought what if I replaced this gray 
overcast sky with stormy clouds to give a dramatic look? What if I go into Topaz and take advantage 
of its Impressions plug-ins to give the image a painterly look?  What if I use an app to create a body 
of water with reflection?  Add fog?  Create a dark or grungy scene?  Often, this is a way of dealing 
with a less-than-perfect image that may have a good subject or composition, but plagued with 
softness, flat lighting, strong contrast or other undesirable issues. With today’s plethora of plug-ins, 
apps, and the power of Photoshop, Lightroom, Topaz, Corel and many other programs, we are 
limited only by our imaginations! 

For May’s Newsletter, I decided to ask a few members to submit one or more of their before and 
after “What If…?” images along with an explanation. 
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Barbara Fletcher 
I photographed this Cymbidium orchid and loved the colors.   

 
 

 
 
I ‘painted’ it in Topaz 
Impression (Georgia 
O’Keefe). Then, following 
the instructions for “Photo 
to Twirl” (below), I did 
my first ’twirl’ and I liked 
how it turned out.  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
My son-in-law mentioned it looked like troll hair, so 
I put some on my granddaughter. 
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I was looking 
through some photos 
from years gone by 
and found this one I 
took in France. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week we finally got some warm weather.  I painted the photo in Corel Painter and added the 
birds and the person.  I called this:  “Hello Spring? It’s me, the eternal optimist." 
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Beverly Brock  
 
 
Beverly shoots mainly with her cell phone 
and has been using the Acrylic Pour 
technique to “paint” one-of-a-kind 
images.  After completing these paintings, 
she said, “As I wander around my home 
I'll look at something like the acrylic pour 
wave and think it's missing something.”  

“A few days or a week later, I'll look at it again and see the 
surfer in my head, then start to create.”   
  
“I’ll start looking for the elements that will fit – textures, 
light, and placement of outside images.  I get a lot of 
inspiration from Instagram.  There are some very creative 
people out there.” 
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Ernesto Corte 
Occasionally I like to take photos of things that one would consider banal, ordinary, uninteresting. 
Then I challenge myself to convert them into something visually attractive. Here is an example.  
 
 

 
 
This image was shot when walking under the Crystal 
Peer in Pacific Beach. A series of light patterns on the 
sand caught my attention. Rather ordinary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This final image was obtained 
through Photoshop using the Distort-
Twirl filter and adding color to end 
up with the Vortex image. 
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Daniel Breslin 
 
 
“Chapel in the Woods” was taken at a destination 
wedding I shot in the Saw Tooth Mountains in 
Idaho. I love this shot, and have played with this 
several times over the past few years. I’ve tried a 
sepia tone with vignette blur, straight black and 
white and other adjustments I can’t remember. And 
guess what…I still was not happy with it.  I was 
going for more of an altered reality story book 
look…kind of a Hansel and Gretel discover the 
gingerbread house look. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I made one last try involving Basic 
Lightroom adjustments, 
Photoshop, various Nik filters 
(Detail Extractor, Photo Sylizer, 
Tonal Contrast and Vignette Blur), 
and finally finished with a Topaz 
filter, Starlight Glitter. I think I 
finally have my Storybook look! 
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Dee Elwin 
 
 
 
 
 
Years ago, I was in a 
restaurant and saw these 
young boys sitting outside.  I 
had a point-and-shoot with 
me and took the picture.  
Many tries at editing to 
sharpen and fix the focus 
failed.  I put the image away 
in a folder.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Years later, I bought Topaz, remembered this image and edited it in Topaz’s Remix.  Now, I love the 
image as it generates the energy I saw in these young boys thoroughly engrossed in their electronic 
game. 
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Competition Scores 
Compiled by Dan Palermo  
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