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From the Editor 
 

I was having a little trouble getting 
started this month. Writer’s block!! Perhaps 
all this isolation and only virtual contact with 
others is starting to get to me. I know that 
I’m in a kind of creative funk. 

But now, Mark Twain has come to my 
rescue, at least in terms of my editor’s job. If 
I adopt his outlook (below) it can remove 
any limitations on my mind and imagination 
to write about all sorts of things. 

 
In thinking about it a little more, I could 

also describe my photography with a 
paraphrase of his quote:  
“I am not one of those who in creating 
photographs confine themselves to reality.” 
Sounds like a good creative reminder for my 
images too! 

Maybe I could even add that as a 
quote/motto on my business card. While it 
doesn’t seem too likely right now, all these 
troubles will be over – someday – and I’ll 
actually encounter someone (in person) that I 
would want to give my card to. 

Aside from this picture of Mark Twain, 
we have a lot of other cool pictures for you 
to see in this month’s Poly Speaks. Poly’s 
first virtual challenge has yielded some very 
interesting images. We’ve shown some 
samples in this edition.  

Our members in attendance at the June  
Zoom competition also voted to select the 
best pictures from those submitted for our 
annual high school scholarship competition. 

You can go to Page 9 
to see the winners. We 
have also included the 
first place winner on 
the cover.  

 
Since this edition 

got delayed to the end 
of the month (I’ve 
been aiming for mid-
month lately) and we 
have had our July 
competition already, I 
decided to slip the date 
a little more so that I 
could include the July 
results in the high-
points standings that 
we publish. You can 
find them starting in 
page 12. 

 
From what I hear 

and read lately, there are a lot of people who 
would rather get sick (or die) than be isolated 
from their friends and gatherings any longer. 
With the new relaxed requirements, (which a 
lot of them still don’t follow) San Diego 
County’s new cases have jumped from an 
average of around 150/day to about 500/day. 
I guess we’ll just have to wait longer and let 
Darwin’s survival principles sort things out.  

With Al’s leadership, Poly has been 
providing interesting and challenging Photo-
related activities that help solve our isolation 
issues. And a lot of you are participating. 
Good Job Everyone!!
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From our President 
Al  Larranaga 
 
Poly Photo Club Honors high school 
photographers 
 
Our photo club partnered with San Dieguito 
Academy High School by sponsoring a 
scholarship contest for their photography 
class students.  
 
Students under the guidance and supervision 
of their photography instructor Susan 
Coppock, completed their project despite this 
year’s school closures. 
 
Images were submitted online to our club 
and Poly members judged the images, 
choosing a first place, second place, and 
honorable mentions — a difficult 
task!  Monetary scholarships were awarded 
to the first and second place images. 
 
Susan Coppock, commented, “I cried many, 
many times trying to grade their 
assignments. I was overwhelmed at how they 
embraced their passion and were willing to 

show their vulnerabilities during this 
difficult time.” 
 
Class projects were: 
 Life at home under quarantine 
 Family Photos at home 
 Polar panoramas 
 Digital painting in photoshop 
 
These were amazing images from these 
future young photographers. The winning 
and honorable mention pictures are shown, 
starting on Page 7 of this edition of Poly 
Speaks. I invite you to also view all the 
entries by clicking on the link below. 
 
Congratulations to all! 
 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1obKJ
2bnfgIHbWN-x9ipufrxXxxc0Ckuiw36AWq-
kzMA/edit 

 
 
 
 
 
A thought for spending 
time at home while 
isolating from Covid-19  
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“What’s New” in Photoshop and A New Feature for Poly  
By Dee Elwin 
 
What’s New in Photoshop? 
Have you updated the latest from Adobe this 
month?  You may want to take time to check 
out some of the new features.  Especially 
noteworthy is the greatly improved Select 
Subject - it’s amazing how well it works!  The 
following is taken from the “What’s New” 
from Adobe.  Here’s the link for more details 
and tutorials to the new or improved features: 
https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/using/what
s-new/2020-5.html#adobe-fonts-auto-
activation 
 
Selections 
 

Beginning with Photoshop 21.2 (June 2020 
release), Select Subject is now content-aware 
and applies new custom algorithms when it 
detects a person is in the image. When 
creating a selection on portrait images, 
treatment around hair area has been vastly 
improved to create a detailed selection of hair. 
To temporarily turn off the content-awareness, 
you can press and hold the Shift key while 
performing Select Subject. 
 

Object Selection tool: You'll notice a 
significant performance improvement when 
making selections with the Object Selection 
tool, especially when working on large 
images.  
 

Select and Mask: Under Global 
Refinements in the Select and Mask 
workspace, the Shift Edge and Edge 
and Smooth control sliders have been 
optimized for speed. You'll notice a 
significant performance improvement when 
applying these slider controls on high-
resolution images.  
 

Experience an enhanced user interface 
in ACR (Adobe Camera Raw) 
 

Panels:  Easily navigate through and access 
edit, local adjustment, crop, spot removal, and 
other tools from the highly organized panels 
in the right. 

Tools such as Adjustment Brush, 
Graduated Filter, and Radial Filter (local 
adjustment tools) are present in the right 
panel. 

The Transform panel is renamed 
Geometry. 
 

The improved Curve panel allows you to 
switch between Parametric and Point 
Curve channels. You can make precise 
adjustments with input values for the point 
curve and the red, green, and blue channels. 
 

Panorama/HDR Panorama Merge:  The 
options to merge photos is now available in 
the context menu.  
 

Filmstrip:  You can now choose to have the 
filmstrip in the left panel (recommended for 
portraits) or the bottom panel (recommended 
for landscapes) 
 

Adjust hue locally:  Access the Hue slider in 
the Adjustment Brush, Graduated Filter, and 
Radial Filter panels. This slider allows you to 
change colors in specific areas of the photo 
without affecting the rest of the photo. Ensure 
to select Fine Adjustment if you're adjusting 
skin tone for extremely precise hue 
adjustments. 
 

Center crop overlay:  While cropping a 
photo, it is common to align a part of the 
photo exactly in the center of the frame. This 
was difficult to precisely do with a 3x3 grid 
overlay. You now have an option to use a 2x2 
grid overlay while cropping a photo. This 
centered crop overlay guides you to precisely 
crop the center of the photo. 
 

Auto-activate Adobe Fonts:  Say goodbye to 
missing fonts in your Photoshop documents. 
You can now find and sync Adobe Fonts more 
easily than ever. Just open a document while 
connected to the internet—Photoshop now 
automatically finds and adds all available 
Adobe Fonts to your libraries. 
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Improved Match Font:   Powered by Adobe 
Sensei, the Match Font feature uses advanced 
machine learning algorithm to detect the font 
used in a photo by matching it to fonts 
available on your computer or in Adobe Fonts 
and suggest similar fonts. In this release, 
we've improved the matching experience to 
support more fonts, vertical text, and multiple-
line detection.  (If you frequently use Text in 
Photoshop, you might want to check out all 
the free fonts that are available.  I discovered 
many new- and fun - ones I really like.  In the 
top panel of Photoshop, click on Type for a 
drop-down menu.  Or, go to the type window 
and click on the carat for a drop-down 
window.  You can star and save your favorites 
for easy access.) 

Add rotatable patterns:  With this release, 
Photoshop has added the capability to rotate 
patterns at any angle. Now you can easily 
change the orientation of any pattern in 
Pattern Overlays, Pattern Strokes, and Pattern 
Fill Layers and align it with the surrounding’s 
orientation. Pattern rotation is non-destructive 
and can be easily reset or altered. 
 
The more I learn about Photoshop, the more 
amazed I am at what can be accomplished 
with it.  Having to pay monthly for it has been 
a sore spot for many, but if you are into 
creative editing and graphics, it’s worth its 
weight in gold.  

 
 
On Saturday, June 20, we had our first                       John Cane – Vacation 2020 
Poly Challenge.  These Challenges will fill 
in for the months we have no presentations.  
The purpose is to invite members to try 
something new without the stress of being 
critiqued or judged.  June’s Challenge was 
called Flat Lay in which items were assem-
bled and photographed directly from 
overhead.   It was a fresh change to be able 
to talk about how each image came to be and 
how it was photographed.  Everyone agreed 
that this Challenge was pure fun with some 
participants expressing a desire to do it 
again.   

We will be considering a topic for the 
next Challenge which will take place in 
August.  Rather than duplicating Project-like 
themes, we are looking for ideas that require 
some kind of setting up or the putting 
together of items.  If anyone has run across 
an interesting project that fits that 
description, please submit your ideas to Dee 
Elwin (darleneelwin@cox.net) or Diane 
Patterson (diane@treebeardlandscape.com). 

To see all of the Challenge images as 
seen on the 20th, go to the Poly website.  These pages show a few of them. 
 

I look forward to the next Poly Challenge and hope most of you will accept it and participate. 
Happy shooting and editing!  

-dee 
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Carol Murdock 
“Changes in Sewing” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Beverly Brock 
“Gloves, 
Flowers, and 
Clippers” 
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Josi Ross 
“Me Without Me” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rick Wiley 
“Flat Lay” 
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High School Scholarship 
Our members in attendance at last 

month’s Zoom competition voted to select 
the best pictures from those submitted for 
our annual high school scholarship 
competition. Here are the First and Second 
Place winners; and the pages following 
them have the Honorable Mentions. I 
especially liked the story-telling power and 
feeling of the second place, “Life at Home 
Under Quarantine” image (below).  

I have never taken a class from Susan, 
but judging by the work her students 
produce, she must be a terrific teacher.  
 
First Place 
Kaylie Gurholt   
(Full size image is on the cover.) 
 
 
 
 
Second Place 
Katie Martin 
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Honorable 
Mention 
Blue Babbitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Honorable 
Mention 
Guthry Hahn 
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Honorable Mention 
Davis Fowler 
 

 
 
 
 

Honorable Mention 
Emma Cross 

 
 
Honorable Mention 
Peter Montgomery 
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Competition Scores 
 
Compiled by Dan Palermo  
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Quote of the Month 
(Part 5) (revised) 
 
“Everyone with a camera thinks 
he/she is a photographer these days” 
 
Ed. note – I received some feedback 
about this picture from last month’s 
edition – I thought it was interesting 
enough to reprise the image and add 
the new quote. 
 
“It looks like he/she has picture 
taking under control better than 
some people I know.” 
 


