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Do you recognize this picture? 
If you don’t, your Photoshop CC is not up to date. 
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From the Editor 
 

Earlier this month, I was part of a 
discussion about sky replacement software. 
That has turned out to be pretty timely, 
because Adobe has just released “Photoshop 
21,” which has an automated sky 
replacement function included in it. I’ve 
been using “Landscape Studio Pro” for that 
function for about a year now. But I guess if 
we wait long enough, Photoshop will 
incorporate whatever image manipulation we 
want into their CC updates. For more about 
the latest update, see Dee’s Feature starting 
on Page 6. 

The discussion I mentioned at the 
beginning of this column evolved into the 
question of “right or wrong” about how 
much manipulation is OK for our images.  

Poly’s competition 
requirements are agnostic 
about the subject. Of course, 
we need to start with a 
picture that we have actually 
taken. Beyond that, if the 
final image looks real (no 
matter how much it has been 
manipulated or what was 
added) it can be entered in 
Reality (R). If it doesn’t look 
real (no matter how 
minimally it was processed) 
it must be entered in Altered 
Reality (AR).  So, there is no real guidance 
here about the inherent “rightness or 
wrongness” of a particular image.  

The “Sky Replacement” function was 
what started the above discussion, so let’s 
talk a little more about it. Its AI enhanced 
masking capabilities make it easy to change 
the sky in an image for another more-
dramatic one you have in your library.  

The objectionable part of all this 
replacement software (no matter what 
company supplies it) is that there is a wide 
array of “Presets” that allow you to have any 
type of sky or sunset you want with a few 
simple “clicks.”  

One side says that it is unethical to use a 
preset replacement sky in any picture that is 
to be publicly exhibited. The other extreme 
says that it’s OK to use anything Photoshop 
(or other software) can do to produce a more 
dramatic photographic art image.  

After thinking about it for a while, I find 
that I could make a persuasive argument for 
either side. Most modern photo outlets and 
exhibitions have decided to ignore the whole 
subject and accept anything you can do in 
photoshop as long it doesn’t look unnatural. 
But what happens to that broad acceptance of 
Photoshop manipulation when Adobe adds 
new capabilities through their CC updates? 

Photoshop can now do preset sky 
replacement “with a few clicks.” It has had 

the ability to create a lot of 
other complex effects for a 
long time. For example: 

• It can make fire in 
many shapes, sizes, and 
colors. 

• It can make 15 or 20 
different kinds of trees and 
shrubs, colored for any 
season.  

• It can create water 
reflections 

• It can select and 
replace or blur a background. 

• The list goes on and on and on . . . 
 
So now we can add making dramatic 

skies to the list. Is that less acceptable than 
making fire, or trees, or replacing a 
background? Is all of that OK with you? 

Or are none of those capabilities 
acceptable to you? We would like to 
continue this discussion and include more of 
you. Send your thoughts and ideas to 
jmildice@mac.com and we’ll publish them 
for other members to consider in the next 
issues of Poly Speaks.  
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From our President 
Al  Larranaga 
 
A time to reflect 

 

Here we are almost in November and our last 
2020 competition meeting is fast 
approaching. It has been an interesting year 
for Poly as we have only had two PAB in-
person meetings. The novel coronavirus 
didn’t affect our club too much, thanks to 
our various committees, pandemic or no 
pandemic Poly kept on being Poly.  
 

Here are just a few of our 2020 highlights; 
our monthly competition meetings have been 
well attended, great workshops each month, 
chit chat Zoom happy hour, Trevi Winery 
Image displays, photo walks, updated 
website, great informational newsletters, on-
going Poly Flash communications, pumpkin 
carving Zoom party, and membership growth 
with returning out of town members. Also 
working with SCAAC, all member clubs are 
now sharing and inviting other clubs to join 
them in their own Zoom workshops and 
meetings. 
 

A time to plan 2021 
 

We don’t know what year 2021 will bring. It 
is just around the corner and we still have a 
lot of Poly work to do, monthly 
competitions, introducing a new 2021-22 
Poly board, monthly workshops, photo 
outings, community Poly image displays, on-
going communication, membership renewal, 
and keeping our club active and strong.  
Also we have started plans for our 2020 end 
of year virtual event AKA our annual 
banquet. One thought for 2021, if ok with 
our newsletter editor, would be to solicit 
articles for our newsletter from our 
membership. It would be great to learn what 
our members have been doing in 2020. 
 
For me personally, 2020 has been a learning 
curve, learning how to navigate as Poly 
President, without the fun of meeting in-
person, partaking in person workshops, 
photo outing and trips, and of course the 
social aspect of our club. Thanks to our 
board and our various committees have made 
my job a lot easier. 
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One thing I have 
noticed this year is 
that there has been a 
lot more macro 
photography in our 
monthly competitions. 
Seeing some of the 
creative work from 
our members, inspired 
me to the point I went 
out and bought a 
macro lens. As travel 
landscape is my 
photography passion, 
this was a big step 
for me. Through my 
macro lens I have 
discovered a whole 
new world in my back 
yard. My images are not ready for any competition, but more importantly I am learning something 
new and enjoying photography. Thank you Poly. 
 

I miss not seeing all 
my Poly friends in 
person, but always 
enjoy the creative 
photography at our 
monthly Zoom 
meetings. I encourage 
you to invite others to 
join our Zoom 
meetings. Now with 
today’s cell phone 
everybody is a 
photographer and 
watching our 
competition might 
just inspire them to 
take photography to 
the next level. Poly 
always needs new 
members. 

 
I’m glad Mr. Zoom invented Zoom, as it allows us to continue being the active club we are. This 
pandemic will not go on forever. I’m sure we all look forward to getting back to our PAB meetings. 
  
Thank you for allowing me to serve as Poly 2020-21 president. Stay safe and take pictures. 
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SOME OF THE NEWEST FEATURES FROM ADOBE PHOTOSHOP 2021 
By Dee Elwin 
 

Before beginning my article, I’d like to give a Shout Out (Read Out?) to our president, Al 
Larranaga, and all the Poly officers and position holders for keeping our club running smoothly.  To 
our Techies Mike Packard and Bill Godwin-Austen without whom we might have had no Zoom 
meetings; Josi Ross for keeping us informed and reminding us of photo ops, workshops and other 
special events;  Rick Wiley, for finding judges who are comfortable with technology,  and Barbara 
Fletcher for obtaining great presenters.  And, to Jim Mildice for continuing with the Poly Newsletter 
that keeps us connected. 

 
Adobe MAX 2020 – WOW!   

If you attended the FREE online Adobe MAX event October 20-22, you saved a bundle of 
money (normally, registration alone is over one thousand dollars) and still had access to fabulous 
presentations.  Here’s the official blurb of what Adobe MAX is: 

“Adobe MAX is the leading global creativity conference, a uniquely immersive and engaging 
digital experience. A free event, MAX features live and on-demand content, including more than 
350 sessions, labs, keynotes, musical performances, special guest appearances, and a sneak peek at 
things being worked on in Adobe labs.” 

Colin Smith, Dave Cross, and Matt Kloskowski were among a huge number of greatly talented 
Adobe users who shared their expertise with viewers.  Moreover, these lectures could be 
bookmarked on your computer to be viewed again later.  Some of the presenters also had 
downloadable files of their presentations. 

Are you aware that the newest update to Photoshop 2021 is available?  After watching several 
MAX demos on some of the really cool editing features, I couldn’t wait to do my update which 
turned out to be Good News/ Bad News.  The Bad News being that an older computer may not be 
powerful enough to run 2021.  Adobe is using AI and Adobe Sensei technology for these new, cool 
features and they need a lot of muscle.   

 
Sky Replacement is a new one which seems to work amazingly well.  Plus, your own skies can 

be added to the default list.  I plan to try that to see if the results are as good as the defaults.  Three 
categories are listed:  Blue Skies, Spectacular Skies and Sunsets.  It does a really good job with 
foliage, and sliders aid 
in fine-tuning.  This tool 
does not affect any 
water reflection so that 
has to be done manually.  

The image on the 
right is the original, with 
kind of “average” 
clouds.  

The three pictures 
following on the next 
page are the same image 
with a “Blue Sky”, a 
“Spectacular Sky”, and a 
“Sunset”. I deliberately 
left the skies out of the 
reflections. 
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“Blue Sky” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Spectacular Sky” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Sunset” 
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If Sky Replacement is considered cheating in your world, try the new Sky Selection tool which 
masks the sky in your image for you.  It does a better than average job – especially around foliage.  

 
 
Another helpful and fun feature is called Neural Filters.  Skin Smoothing helps with portrait 

retouching.  
The most remarkable portrait tool is one that didn’t show up in my download (computer with 

weak muscles), but I watched it work in Matt Kloskowski’s video:  
https://mattk.com/big-update-whats-new-in-photoshop-2021/ 
 
If your portrait model has a grim expression, it takes one click of the mouse and some seconds 

wait time to change grim to grin.  The best part - it looks totally natural!  Matt does a really nice job 
of demonstrating these new features.  I highly recommend that you watch his video. 

 
Under Neural Filters 

is another fun feature, 
Style Transfer, which 
looks like a knock-off of 
Topaz Remix.  It’s a fun 
tool if you’re an AR artist 
in Poly.  Since it’s a 
Cloud transfer, there is a 
bit of a wait time for the 
image to morph. 

Here’s a sunflower in 
the original and then in 
one of the Style Transfer 
options: 

 
 
 
 

 
To save you from 

having to search, here’s 
where to find these new 
features: 

Sky Replacement 
(under Edit) -  Sky (under 
Select)    

Neural Filters (under 
Filter) 

 
Happy Shooting and 

have fun with these new 
Photoshop “Goodies”! 
-dee 
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Competition Scores 
 
Compiled by Dan Palermo  
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  For Our Traditionalists

 


