Addendum #1 Poly Photo Camera Club Competition Rules

Introduction
Competition rules can be amended at any time by the Competition Review Committee with
approval by the Board of Directors and ratification by membership as specified in the bylaws.

Original Work

The maker must have created all work photographically. That is, the image must have been
captured by any medium that is sensitive to light. All editing of images must also be the maker’s
own work. For guidance on the use of textures and brushes see the Creative category.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated and may result in expulsion from the club. Merriam-Websters
defines plagiarism as to steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one's own. All
members are encouraged to read this article by Christine Widdall for further guidance on
plagiarism in photography.

Artificial Intelligence
There are two main types available to photographers. Assisted/Supportive Al IS ALLOWED.
Prompt-Generated Al is in all instances NOT ALLOWED.

Assisted/Supportive Al: Al tools or software to enhance or retouch maker-captured
photographs. These include noise reduction, sharpening, exposure adjustment, contrast,
and saturation. Most Auto or Enhance buttons and sliders fall into this section. The clone
tool, remove tool, content-aware fill, healing brushes and artificial lens blur are also
included in this category. Photoshop’s Generative Fill/Expand may be used as a minor
corrective tool (similar to healing, cloning, and removing) when not significantly altering
the primary photographic content. It may not be used with text or image prompts to add
substantive generated content.

Prompt-Generated Al: This type of Al uses text prompts, text-to-image or text-generated
images. Images created by Prompt-generated Al are generated by these prompts and did
not originate in the maker’s camera capturing light.

Categories

Each monthly competition will be comprised of three categories: Project, Realistic and Creative.
Members may enter one photograph in Project. Members may enter one image in Realistic and
Creative, or two images in a single category.

REALISTIC CATEGORY

Images entered in this category must only contain subjects and scenes that do, or look
like they could, exist in the real world. In addition, images that have adjustments such as,
exposure correction, dodging and burning, etc., are allowed. The Realistic category
includes images that may use the following techniques: black & white, multi-toned,
stitched-panoramas, HDR, multiple-exposures, composites including sky replacements
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photographed by the maker, backgrounds photographed by the maker, cloning, along with
other Assisted/Supportive Al tools, if the goal is to make the image look natural and
appear photographically realistic. An image post-processed to appear painterly in whole
or in part is not considered photographically realistic. Textures and brushes are not
allowed in this category.

If the maker is not sure if an image qualifies for the Realistic Category, the
recommendation is to enter the image into the Creative Category. Judges will be advised
to give a score of 6 to images that are not photographically realistic, including artistic
filters, artistic backgrounds and/or other artistic processes. This will enable the maker to
reenter the image in Creative.

Important: Image titles must begin with the letters “RI” followed by a space to be
entered into the Realistic Category (example: RI Winter Storm by Ansel Adams).

CREATIVE CATEGORY

Images entered in this category may be one or both of the following:

= Images that do not qualify for the Realistic category because they are not
photographically realistic, including artistic filters, artistic backgrounds and/or other
artistic processes.

= Images that contain some or all subjects, elements, and/or scenes that could not or do
not exist in the real world.

Images must start from the maker’s original photograph. All photographic elements must
have been created by the maker. No stock, clip art, or Prompt-Generated-AI images are
allowed.

Textures and brushes for which the maker has the right of usage are allowed. Sky
replacement and backgrounds are allowed if the new sky or background was
photographed by the maker.

The Creative Category can include photographically based styles such as: photo-
illustration, black-light, infrared, fantasy, enhanced or altered reality, imaginative photo-
art, along with other techniques that are not photographically realistic, if all elements in
the image are the maker’s own work.

Important: Image titles must begin with the letters “CI” followed by a space in order to
be entered in the Creative Category (example: CI Martian Invasion by Orson Welles). If
an image title does not begin with the letters “RI” or “CI” it will be entered into the
Creative Category by default.

PROJECT CATEGORY

Entries for the PROJECT Category must contain subject matter that relates to the
Project’s monthly theme (i.e., January: Out-of-Focus, February: Toy Story, etc.). In
addition, images for the Project Category must be photographed after November 1 when
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the themes are announced for the new year starting in January. The creation date of
primary subject matter photographed by the maker must be included in the image file that
is submitted for competition.

Important: Image titles must begin with the capitalized word “PROJECT followed by
the monthly theme (example: PROJECT Out-of-Focus by John Doe.jpg).

Judges shall be instructed to select First, Second, and Third place winners at each
monthly competition.

First, Second, and Third place winners shall be considered accepted images for exhibition
and may be entered into the year-end competition as detailed in Article XIII — Year- End
Competition.

Once an exhibited image has been selected as a First, Second, or Third place winner in
the PROJECT Category it, or a near duplicate taken at the same time, cannot be entered
in any future monthly competition in any category. A similar image that is created from
the same original digital file but is clearly different and not a near duplicate may be
entered in a future competition.

The above rules concerning original work, plagiarism and the use of Al apply to this
category.

Disputes
Any member who disputes the validity of an image should email their concerns to the
Competition Chair. The Competition Chair will determine if further investigation is
warranted. The Competition Chair may request the maker submit RAW files and layers of
the disputed image. If the Competition Chair deems the image does violate competition
rules the chair will forward the matter to the Board for a final determination. The maker
will have the opportunity to discuss the disputed image with the Board. The Board will
determine the consequences which may include suspension from competition or
expulsion from the club.

Potential Consequences

First Offense:
Any member who violates the competition rules will lose any points and place assigned
to the violating image(s) and the image(s) will not be eligible to be sent forward for any

further competitions. The Board may impose further consequences up to expulsion from
the club.

Subsequent Offenses:
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Any member who has been found to violate the competition rules more than once may be
suspended from competition for up to one (1) year. The Board of Directors will determine
the length of the suspension which may include expulsion from the club.

How To Enter:

o Image dimensions: no greater than 1920 pixels wide, no greater than 1080 pixels tall.
Convert to sSRGB, 8bit, save as JPEG.

e Image names:

o Project - PROJECT Theme by Author.jpg. Example: PROJECT Water by Doug
Smith.jpg.

o Creative - CI Title by Author.jpg. Example: CI Martian Invasion by Orson
Welles.jpg
Realistic - RI Title by Author.jpg. Example: RI Winter Storm by Ansel Adams.jpg
If your image name does not start with "PROJECT", "CI", or "RI", it will be
entered into the Creative Category by default.

e Project image requirements: must be created on or after Nov. 1 of previous year, and
creation date must show in metadata.

e Send jpegs to the email address you will receive in a Poly Flash email no later than 11:59
p.m. on the Sunday prior to a Saturday competition date. In general, images submitted
after the deadline will not be accepted. The president and/or projectionist may use their
discretion to accept late images if there are extenuating circumstances.

e No maker names or watermarks on images. An image submitted with maker name or
watermark will not be accepted. The maker may be offered the opportunity to re-submit
the image without these identifiers at the discretion of the competition committee.

FAQs

Q. Can I use images created by others in any way as part of my image?

A. In street photography or other images where images such as signs, handbills, works of art are
part of the scene you can include it. Images of other people’s artwork cannot be portrayed as
your own.

Q. Must all parts of the image in every category be created by me?
A. Yes, except for textures and brushes as outlined in the Creative category.

Q. Can another person guide me through or tell me how to manipulate an image if I do the
“hands-on” work?
A. Yes.

Q. Can I use sky replacements?
A. If you took the original photograph of the sky, yes. If you are using a software-generated sky

or someone else’s sky, no.

Q. Can I use backgrounds?
A. Yes, as long as you took the original photograph from which you created the background.
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